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• 62 ESCAP member countries and associate members
• Ministerial Declarations on

(a) Transport Development
(b) Improving Road Safety in Asia and the Pacific

• Intergovernmental Agreement on the Trans-Asian 
Railway
• Asian Conference of Ministers of Transport (ACMT)

www.unescap.org/ttdw/MCT2006
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Ministerial Declaration on Improving Road Safety 
in Asia and the Pacific (Busan, 11 Nov. 2006)

Ministerial Declaration on Improving Road Safety 
in Asia and the Pacific (Busan, 11 Nov. 2006)

• Overall goal 
– “Save 600,000 lives and to prevent a commensurate 

number of serious injuries on the roads of Asia and the 
Pacific over the period 2007 to 2015”

• Invites members to 
– implement the recommendations of the 2004 WHO RS report 
– provide priority support to multi-country road safety initiatives
– address eight priority areas (goals)

• Requests 
– the development of a “set of road safety goals, targets and 

indicators, to be achieved by 2015… in order to assess and 
evaluate road safety progress”

– Note: conference endorsed “issues”, including a set of goals, 
indicators and targets.

• Brochure (under development)

AH42 Nepal
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Pyongyang, DPRK

Priority areas (goals) of the Ministerial DeclarationPriority areas (goals) of the Ministerial Declaration

• Making road safety a policy priority;
• Making roads safer for vulnerable road users, including 

children, senior citizens, pedestrians, non-motorized vehicle 
users, motorcyclists, and persons with disabilities;

• Making roads safer and reducing the severity of accidents;
• Making vehicles safer and encourage responsible vehicle 

advertising;
• Improving national and regional road safety systems, 

management and enforcement;
• Improving cooperation and fostering partnerships;
• Developing the Asian Highway as a model of road safety;
• Providing effective education on road safety awareness to 

the public, young people and drivers.
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8 Goals

24 Targets 45 Indicators
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Follow-up to the DeclarationFollow-up to the Declaration
• Goals and targets

– Formalization -> Meeting in June 2007
– Coherence

• National: > 25 ESCAP member countries have road safety targets
• Regional: ASEAN (2005-2010), ESCAP (2007-2015), EU (2001-

2010), AU (2006-2015), soon APEC?
• Global: Suggestions for UNGA Resolution by Oman (overall 

political target?), Ministerial Conference (Italy, 2008?), UNDA 
project 

– Support and resources
• Support to governments for implementation

– Concerns: 
• Infrastructure 
• Financing
• Growth
• “Safety Culture”

– Type of support: political, financial, technical
• Focus support for Asian Highway trunk roads 
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• AH road safety meetings
– Working Group (Oct. 2007)
– Expert group meeting (June 2007)

• Investment needs and priorities
– Asian Highway: 

• US$ 25 billion currently being invested
• Shortfall of US$ 18 billion (121 priority projects, 25 countries)

– All roads in the ESCAP region:
• Investment: US$103 billion, maintenance: US$67 bln per year
• 10% are equivalent to at least US$ 10 billion per year!
• Achieve Busan goal and save US$15 billion per year!
• Ex: Improve crossings (S. Asia): ~100 to 1000% social return

• IDI-Japan/ESCAP project formulation missions
– Myanmar, Uzbekistan, Nepal, (next: Armenia), etc.
– RS component or dedicated RS project

• Collaboration with IRAP and interested parties?

Follow-up through the
Intergovernmental Agreement on the Asian Highway

Follow-up through the
Intergovernmental Agreement on the Asian Highway
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ConclusionsConclusions
• Partnerships to support: 

– ESCAP Ministerial Declaration on Improving 
Road Safety in Asia and the Pacific

– Intergovernmental Agreement on the Asian 
Highway Network

• Lessons-learnt for measurable goals, targets 
and indicators
– GA resolution 2007, Ministerial Conference 2008, 

UNDA project
• Major concerns

– Funding
– Growth paradigm
– Regional specificities
– Road infrastructure

• Role of the UN Road Safety Collaboration?

Bangkok



9

Lao PDR

Thank you!

Transport and Tourism Division
Tel: 66-2-288 1371
Fax: 66-2-288-3050

roehrl.unescap@un.org
http://www.unescap.org/ttdw/


