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An interactive rabies information database and mapping system



INTRODUCTION

The World Health Organization (WHO) has been collecting data on human and
animal rabies since 1959 through the World Rabies Survey (WRS) questionnaire. In
the late nineties WHO decided to change from paper to internet-based rabies data
collection.

To collect, process and display data in the internet, WHO developed RabNet
as an interactive and information mapping system, based on a database and the
WRS as an online data entry document. The data, which WHO is asking member
states to enter into the system, cover the following areas:

Presence/ absence of rabies
Human rabies
Number of human deaths
Human death according to animal species source of exposure
People bitten by suspected dogs
Animal rabies
Total number of dog cases
Total number other domestic cases
Total number of wild animal cases
Total number of bats cases
National rabies vaccine production and importation
Veterinary vaccine according to vaccine types
Human vaccine according to vaccine types
Human rabies immunoglobulin
Rabies vaccine administration
Dogs vaccination
Human vaccine application - Post-exposure treatment
Number of patients treated according to vaccination regimen
Number of persons receiving treatment according to animal species
source of exposure

In the following data entry via the World Rabies Survey (WRS) Questionnaire
on the internet platform RabNet is described step-by-step. Comments in red are ac-
tion topics, comments in grey for information only. Please note that you need to be
an officially appointed WHO rabies focal point with username and password for your
country, to access the WRS questionnaire. If you do not have your country’s login,
please contact rabnet@who.int.

RabNet homepage: http://www.who.int/rabnet
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ACCESSING THE DATABASE

STEP 1

To enter data, you first have to login with your country’s password and username.
To do so, please click on “login”.
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STEP 2

Once you click on “login”, a pop-up window appears, where you enter your login

data. Click on “login”, when you finished

STEP 3

You have successfully logged in, when the main page appears again with your user-
name as “current user” on the upper right hand side in the taskbar. To access the

data entry forms, click on “data entry”.
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STEP 4

On this website you can choose the years you want to enter data for. In the section
“choose geographic area” your country name should appear in the right box. For
“choose an administrative level” it is best to enter data on the country level. But if
you do have more detailed information on administrative level 1, you can select
“administrative level 1”, but not enter any data on country level.

By choosing a longer time period, you can also check the data, which was submitted
for the years before and maybe update them.
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Once you are done, please click on “submit”.
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THE WRS QUESTIONNAIRE

STEP 1

On this website you can see every WRS questionnaire for each year of your coun-
try. You can choose to either delete or update existing data, or insert new data for
each year (and for each province when you choose “administrative level 1”). When
data was already entered, only the “update” and the “delete” buttons are shown,
with the name of the person who entered the data and the date of data submission.
In case WHO Headquarters (HQ) is given as the entering institution, most likely the
data entered is not complete as WHO HQ usually only enters data on whether ra-
bies is present or absent in a certain year and numbers of positive cases of animals
or humans, when present. If you have more detailed data, please update for those

years.
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delete when data entered is completely wrong).
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Once you chose what to do, either click on “insert”,
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STEP 2

When you chose to update or to enter data, the website of the WRS questionnaire
and a pop-up window with information on how to fill this questionnaire will open.
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Please read carefully the pop-up window and then click on “close window” to start

entering or updating data.
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STEP 3

On the top of the WRS questionnaire you can see the different sections of the ques-
tionnaire, which are: Contact information, Rabies occurrence, Human indicators,
Animal indicators, Vaccines Production and importation, and Vaccine administration.
If you want to check on a certain topic, it is the fastest way to click here on one of
the links.

If no data has been entered for this year, please first choose the date of submission.
By clicking on “...” a calendar will pop-up where you can choose the current date
and click on it.
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STEP 4

Continue by entering your contact details. When you update

data that was entered

by WHO HQ, please fill in all boxes with your contact information. If you just add to

already existing data from one of your colleagues, just enter
and email address in the comments box.

your name, institute
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STEP 5

Please fill in the rest of the questionnaire, when data is available. When data is un-
known, please leave the areas blank. To be sure your entered data is saved during
the entry process, it is possible to click on “save data”. This will save the entered

data, without leaving the WRS questionnaire, making it possi
entering.
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STEP 6

Once you have finished filling in the data, click on “submit data” on the bottom of the
page. This will also bring you back to the list of WRS questionnaires of your se-
lected timeframe.
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