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Your Excellency Dr E Renganathan?, Secretary of the Expert Working Group on Research and Development Financing, Director-General of the World Health Organization, Geneva.

At the last meeting, in line with the Global strategy and plan of action on public health, innovation and intellectual property, emphasis was placed on studying new sources of financing to stimulate research and development in respect of diseases excessively affecting developing countries. In addition, developing countries focused on advancing in that interest to the greatest extent possible. In order to increase research and development opportunities and thereby satisfy public health needs. They also focused on common goals to enhance public health in all participating countries, on formulating a global strategy to enhance innovation and capacity-building; on improving research and development programmes and boasting relevant capacity on supporting cooperative development to enhance technology transfer, technical support and investment capacities; on exploring ways to raise the necessary funds for these activities including funding mechanisms; health product availability and procurement; filling in gaps in respect of disease-related research; and focusing on country needs, especially the needs of developing countries, in addition to expanding investment in human resources, knowledge bases and the retention of health professionals and researchers, even in the field of natural resource-based traditional medicine. Developing countries sought to maximize benefits and minimize losses since they had few innovation and invention opportunities owing to scarce financial resources, laboratory facilities for research, development and discovery, and basic materials. These were prerequisites if health programmes were to deliver national results and produce global drugs locally at prices affordable to patients in the local market.

Most importantly, developing countries needed to secure permanent and reliable basis for scientific research and development in the field of health; address the needs of developing countries in respect of diseases that negatively affect public health in these countries; facilitate access to research media, references, books and technical support for researchers; develop currently available drugs and provide new ones adapted to health conditions in developing countries.


The following diseases are considered priorities as regards their prevalence in the region, namely:


Tuberculosis, AIDS, Malaria, cutaneous leishmaniasis, brucellosis viral hepatitis.


We therefore recommend the following action:

1. Obtain financial support from foreign governments, encourage cooperation between the public and private sectors; ensure sustainability of funding; reward creativity; encourage innovation, positive competition and incentives for patent holders through the development of research infrastructure; and facilitate the enactment of relevant laws and regulations. This should be in line with the country’s economic situation, which is directly influenced by a number of elements such as the disease burden and epidemic prevalence, the level of knowledge about the disease and its health impact, the cost and affordability of medicines to various income groups within society, and the reliability of the flow of funds to ensure early implementation of prgrammes in all health-related fields, effective treatment of diseases and the efficacy of drug interventions.
2. Enhance research and development, build up innovative capacity, finance delivery mechanisms, improve monitoring, reporting in technology transfer, and oversight scientific research institutions, maintain contact with leading universities, and encourage communication among Member States of international organizations working in the field of scientific research and public health.

3. Encourage good manufacturing practices to restrict the production of substandard medicines and ensure the quality and security of pharmaceutical and health-related products in order to achieve maximum benefits and utilize good products to control diseases against the backdrop of sound national policy and a proper legal framework.

4. Make use of the flexibilities in the TRIPS Agreement to provide facilities to developing countries.
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