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Preface

This tool is designed to help users assess the strengths and weaknesses of policies and programmes
for protecting, promoting and supporting optimal feeding practices, and determine where
improvements may be needed to meet the aim and objectives of the Global Strategy for Infant and
Young Child Feeding.

WHO and LINKAGES were jointly responsible for developing the tool. A large number of experts
provided a variety of technical inputs, or served as reviewers; these included staff of or individuals
affiliated with WHO, LINKAGES/Academy for Educational Development (AED), Wellstart International
(WSI), the United States Agency for International Development (USAID), the United Nations Children’s
Fund (UNICEF), the World Alliance for Breastfeeding Action (WABA), and a number of
nongovernmental organizations and individuals from various countries.

Funding for the development of the Tool was provided by USAID through the LINKAGES Project,
under Cooperative Agreement No. HRN-A-00-97-00007-00. USAID and WHO co-funded the tool's
field-testing, and its publication and distribution.

The material presented does not necessarily reflect the official position of any of the organizations
listed.
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