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GLOSSARY OF TERMS

<+ Active epilepsy: two or more unprovoked epileptic sei-
zures on different days in the prior year that are disabling
to the individual.

<+ Annual health reporting system: the preparation of yearly
reports covering health service functions, including the
use of allocated funds.

<+ Awareness and advocacy: a combination of individual
and social actions designed to raise awareness and gain
political commitment, policy support, social acceptance
and health systems support for people with epilepsy.

<+ Budget: a separate regular source of money, available in
a country’s health budget allocated for actions directed
towards epilepsy care in the country.

<+ Aetiology of epilepsy: the underlying abnormality of the
brain, as epileptic seizures are nonspecific responses of
the brain to all kinds of insult.

< Daily defined dose (DDD): the assumed average main-
tenance dose per day for a drug used for its main indica-
tion in adults. The DDDs were obtained from the WHO
Collaborating Centre for Drug Statistics Methodology
(http://www.whocc.no/atcddd/).

< Disability benefits: benefits payable as a part of legal
right from public funds in cases of epilepsy that cause
physical, mental or intellectual impairment leading to
functional limitations.

< Education: improving the knowledge of patients and soci-
ety about epilepsy and its consequences and their under-
standing of psychosocial and occupational problems, so
as to encourage them to cope actively with the disorder
and live with as few limitations as possible.

<+ Epidemiological or service data collection system: an
organized information-gathering system for service activ-
ity data for epilepsy; usually incorporates incidence and
prevalence rates of diseases, admission and discharge
rates, numbers of outpatient and community contacts
and other activities.

< Epilepsy specialists: persons in the health sector devoted
to providing epilepsy care.

< Epilepsy surgery: any neurosurgical intervention with the
primary goal of relieving intractable epilepsy.

< Epileptic seizure: transient occurrence of signs or symp-
toms caused by abnormal excessive or synchronous neu-
ronal activity in the brain.

< Essential drug list: the officially approved list of essential
drugs that a country has implemented; usually adapted
from the WHO Model List of Essential Drugs.
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<+ Government policy of licensing of antiepileptic drugs:
authorization by the government of antiepileptic drugs
that are either purchasable over the counter or necessi-
tate a prescription from a general practitioner or a special-
ist.

<+ Hospital bed for epilepsy care: a hospital bed main-
tained only for use by patients with epilepsy as a primary
diagnosis on a continuous basis. These beds may be for
short-term use for diagnostic purposes or for residential
long-term care; usually they are located in neurological
services or hospitals or special epilepsy centres.

< International dollar: a hypothetical currency that is used
as a means of translating and comparing costs from one
country to another using a common reference point,
the US dollar. An international dollar has the purchasing
power of the US dollar in the United States. To convert
international dollars to local currency units, multiply the
international dollar figure by the purchasing power parity
(PPP, see below) exchange rate. For example, 2 interna-
tional dollars are equal to 24.102 Thai bhat for the year
2000 (2 x 12.051). To convert local currency units to
international dollars, divide the local currency unit by the
PPP exchange rate.

< Lay organizations: voluntary organizations, charitable
groups, service user or advocacy groups working in the
area of epilepsy.

<+ Long-term video/EEG monitoring: the continuous record-
ing of electroencephalography (EEG) patterns for hours,
days or weeks combined with continuous recording of
audio and video signals from a closed-circuit television
system for the analysis of seizure semiology.

<+ Neurological nurse: a registered nurse who has success-
fully completed the required additional training in neuro-
logical nursing.

<+ Neurologist: a medical graduate who has successfully
completed at least two years of postgraduate training in
neurology.

<+ Neuropaediatrician: a specialist (neurologist or paediatri-
cian) with at least one year of recognized sub-specialist
training in child neurology.

<+ Neuropsychological services: facilities where the evalu-
ation and assessment of cognitive strengths and weak-
nesses are carried out.

< Neurosurgeon: a medical graduate who has successfully
completed at least two years of postgraduate training in
neurosurgery.

< Out-of-pocket payments: payments made for epilepsy
care by patients or their families.



GLOSSARY OF TERMS

< Prevalence of epilepsy: proportion of people with epi-
lepsy in a given population at a specified time (point
prevalence) or during a defined time interval (period
prevalence).

< Prevention: all organized activities in the community to
prevent occurrence as well as progression of epilepsy and
to minimize the psychosocial consequences.

< Primary care: the provision of basic preventive and cura-
tive health care to people with epilepsy at the first point
of entry into the health system.

< Private foundations: privately owned institutions that
provide funding or financial support for epilepsy care and
epilepsy services in the country.

< Private insurance: voluntary payment of a premium by
health-care consumers to a private health insurance com-
pany which, in return, pays for part or all of their epilepsy
care.

< Professional organizations: associations of physicians
and other health professionals in the field of patient care,
research or education in epilepsy and whose principal
concern is with the problems of epilepsy; such associa-
tions are usually nongovernmental.

<+ Promotion: a process of enabling people to increase con-
trol over the determinants of their health and well-being
and to effect improvement.

< Psychiatrist: a medical doctor who has successfully com-
pleted at least two years of postgraduate training in psy-
chiatry.

< Psychologist: a graduate from a university-level school of
psychology with specialization in clinical psychology.

< Purchasing power parity (PPP) exchange rate: the
number of units of a country’s currency required to buy
the same amount of goods and services in the domestic
market as US$ 1.00 would buy in the United States. The
PPP exchange rates used in this analysis were developed
by WHO and are available on the web site http://www.
who.int/evidence/cea.

<+ Rehabilitation: care given to patients with epilepsy to
help them achieve their optimum level of functioning.

< Sheltered work: protected environments where people
with disabilities can experience the stimulation and learn-
ing required to work and earn their living, without the
pressure that exists in usual settings.

< Social insurance: a fixed percentage of income that
everyone generally above a certain level of income is
required to pay to a government-administered health
insurance fund which, in return, pays for part or all of
consumers' epilepsy care.

< Social rehabilitation: services as part of a programme
aimed at enhancing social skills, facilitating integration
into working life and developing independent living skills.

+ Social worker: a graduate from a university-level school
of social work.

< Special education: education facilities within specialist
settings aimed at children with learning difficulties.

<+ Special equipment: tools for the rehabilitation of people
with epilepsy to allow them a better quality of life, such
as seizure alarms, non-suffocating pillows and protective
helmets.

<+ Tax-based funding: money for health services raised by
general taxation or through taxes earmarked specifically
for epilepsy services; includes health services that are fully
financed by government.

<+ Therapeutic drug monitoring: the use of antiepileptic
drug measurements in biological fluids as an aid to the
management of patients receiving antiepileptic drug
therapy.

< Training in epileptology: specialist training in the diag-
nosis, treatment, prevention, care, rehabilitation and
research in epilepsy, for medical graduates and profes-
sionals allied to medicine.

< Treatment: relevant clinical and non-clinical care aimed at
reducing the impact of epilepsy and improving the quality
of life of people with epilepsy.

< Treatment gap: the difference between the number of
people with active epilepsy and the number whose sei-
zures are being appropriately treated in a given popula-
tion at a given point in time, expressed as a percentage;
this definition includes diagnostic and therapeutic deficits.
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Austria  Christoph Baumgartner French Polynesia  Vincent Dupont
Azerbaijan  Sharif S. Magalos Gabon Marie Laure Ntsame Ebang
Bahrain  Kameshwar Prasad Gertrude Mouangue
Bangladesh  Md Rezaul Karim Gambia  Ann Marie Mendy
Barbados  Sean Marquez Georgia Natela Okujava
Belarus  Roman Evsegneev Germany  Christian E. Elger
J. Bauer
Belgium  Paul A. J. M. Boon
Ghana  Paul Ayisu
Bhutan P. Bhandari
Greece Athanasios Covanis
Botswana Patson N. Mazonde
Grenada Robert Yearwood
Brazil Carlos Eduardo Silvado
Guam Ramel A. Carlos
Bulgaria Melania Radionova
Guatemala Henry B. Stokes
Burkina Faso Jean B. Kabore : ;
Guinea Mariama Barry
Burundi  Léopold Nzisabira ;
Guyana  Bhiro Harry
Cambodia Chea Lahoeurn
: a4 Honduras  Claudia Amador
Louis D
Cameroon Louis Dongmo = C /crmicns
Canada Elout Starreveld lceland  Jon S. Gudnason
Cape Verde Daniel Silves Ferreira India  Satish Jain
Cayman Islands  Bryan Jefferson Heap Indonesia  Rusdi Maslim

Central African Republic

Joel Selguetia

Iran, Islamic Republic of

Kurosh Gharagozli

Chad Bolsane Egip
Chile  Tomas Mesa
China  Wenzhi Wang
Colombia  Jaime Fanifio-Franky
Congo  Stéphane Ngampo
Cook Islands  Roro Daniel
Costa Rica  Franz Chaves Sell
Cote d'lvoire  Joseph Délafosse
Croatia Drago Skarpa
Cuba Salvador Gonzdlez Pal
Cyprus  Andriane Flourentzou

Czech Republic

Milan Brazdil

Democratic Republic
of the Congo

Mampunza Ma Miezi

Denmark

J. Alving

Iraq Sarmed Al-Fahad
Ireland  Mike Glynn
Israel  Chani Baror
Italy  Paolo Tinuper
Jamaica Amza Ali
Japan  Kazuichi Yagi
Jordan  AbdelKarim Al-Qudah
Kazakhstan  Aldungarova Roza
Kenya David Musau Kiima
Gachegu Gitonga
Lao People's  Vikham Sengkignavong
Democratic Republic
Latvia Egils Vitols
Lebanon  Naji Riachi
Lesotho S. P. Shaikh

Dominican Republic

Didgenes Santos-Viloria
Carlos Santoni William

Libyan Arab Jamahiriya

Gheth M. Elworfally

Lithuania

Milda Endziniene
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Country,
territory or area

LIST OF RESPONDENTS

Name

Country,
territory or area

Name

Serbia and Montenegro

Nebojsa J. Jovic
Marija Popovic

Madagascar  Adeline Raharivelo
Malawi  Theresa G. Mwale
Malaysia Azmi Abdul Rashid
Malta Janet Mifsud

Marshall Islands

Donald F. Capelle

Mauritania Hamidou Traore
Mauritius  Gaya Geeaneswar
Y. Noormamode
Mexico Lilia Nufiez Orozco
Micronesia, Imaculada J. Gonzaga

Federated States of

Annette Zimmern

Singapore  Andrew Pan
Slovakia  Vladimir Donath
Slovenia  Dusan Butinar

Solomon Islands  Dick Boara
South Africa  Kathryn Pahl
Bryan Kies
Spain  Antonio Gil-Nagel
Sri Lanka  Ranjanie Gamage
Suriname  Marian J. A. MacNack
Eric Kafiluddin
Swaziland R. Mdlangamandla
Sweden Ingrid Olsson
Switzerland  Ernst N. Zweitfel
Syrian Arab Republic  Ahmad Khalifa

Thailand

Surang Chiemchanya
Bhakhaporn Bhirommai

The former Yugoslav
Republic of Macedonia

Radoslav Naumovski

Mongolia D. Baasanjav
Morocco  Abdeslam El Khamlichi
Mozambique Paula Mogne
Myanmar  Nyan Tun
Namibia Antonia Kangumine
Nepal N. M. Shrestha
Netherlands  Gerrit-Jan De Haan
Netherlands Antilles  Oscar Phillip Moen
— Curacao
New Zealand  Karen Covell
Nicaragua Jorge Martinez Cerrato
Niger Sadio Barry
Hamid Assadeck
Nigeria Mustapha A. Danesi
Niue Athena de la Cruz Andrews
Norway Karl O. Nakken
Pakistan Hasan Aziz
Palau  Willie Tokon
Stevenson Kuartei
Panama Mario A. Larridtegui Arosemeroa

Papua New Guinea

David Mokela

Paraguay

Carlos Arbo Oze de Moruil

Peru

Patricia Campos Olazabal

Timor-Leste  John Chinwuba Anaje
E Somerville
Togo  Eric Kodjo Grunitzky
Tokelau Fenuafala Faafoi
Tonga Toakase Fakakuvietau
Trinidad  Premchand Ratan
and Tobago Rohit Doon
Tunisia Amel Mrabet
Turkey S. Naz Yeni
Uganda Augustine
Ukraine  Sergey Kcharchuk
United Kingdom  Hilary Mounfield

(including Scotland)

Josemir W. Sander
Shelley Wagstaff

United Republic
of Tanzania

Joseph Mbatia

Philippines  Leonor Cabral-Lim
Poland  Wendorff Janusz
Portugal Francisco Pinto

United States

Susan Spencer

Qatar

Ahmed Hamad

Republic of Korea

Lee Byung In

Republic of Moldova

Stanislav Groppa

of America M. Suzanne Berry
Uruguay Alejandro Scaramelli

Uzbekistan  Shukhrat Khashimov
Vanuatu Theto Moses

Venezuela, Bolivarian

Beatriz Gonzdlez Del Castillo

Romania Radu Rogozea Republic of
Russian Federation Alla Guekht Viet Nam  Le Duc Hihn
[Ranod Satupaitealigay Yemen Abdulrahmen Muhammed
Sao Tome and Principe  Marta Maria Pésser Sallam Alkabati
Saudi Arabia D. R. McLean Zambia  Anthony Mulenga Zimba
Senegal Amadou Gallo Diop Zimbabwe J. Mielke
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