FACT SHEET

SPENDING ON HEALTH:
A GLOBAL OVERVIEW

Total global expenditure for health
Total global expenditure for health per person per year:

Country with highest total spending per person per year on health:

Country with lowest total spending per person per year on health:

Country with highest government spending per person per year
on health:

Country with lowest government spending per person per year on
health:

Country with highest annual out-of-pocket household spending on
health:

Country with lowest annual out-of-pocket household spending on
health:

Average amount spent per person per year on health in countries
belonging to the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and
Development (OECD):

Percentage of the world’s population living in OECD countries:

Percentage of the world’s total financial resources devoted to health
currently spent in OECD countries:

Annual spending by the municipal government of New York City
(population 8.2 million) on health:

Annual spending by the government of Bénin (population 8.2
million) on health:

WHO estimate of minimum spending per person per year needed to
provide basic, life-saving services:

Number of WHO Member States where health spending--including
spending by government, households and the private sector and
funds provided by external donors--is lower than US$50 per
person per year:

Number of WHO Member States where health spending is lower
than US$20 per person per year:

Percentage of funds spent on health in WHO'’s Africa Region that
has been provided by donors:

US$ 4.1 trillion +
US$ 639

United States
(US$ 6103)

Burundi
(US$ 2.90)

Norway
(US$ 4508)

Burundi
(US$ 0.70)

Switzerland
(US$ 1787)

Solomon Islands
(US$ 1.00)

US$ 2716

18%

80%

US$ 429 million

US$ 86 million

US$ 35 to US$50

64

30

14%
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WHAT WHO IS DOING IN THE AREA OF HEALTH SYSTEMS FINANCING

WHO works with countries to devise ways of raising more funds for health equitably, to use the available
funds efficiently, and to monitor the use of funds. It works with the international community to try to
raise more, and more predictable funds for health.

Many countries need to use available funds more efficiently and raise more funds from domestic
sources, but these measures would be insufficient to fill the current gap in the poorest countries. Only
an increased and predictable flow of donor funding will allow them to meet basic health needs in the
short to medium term.

WEALTH AND HEALTH EXPENDITURE ARE CORRELATED

Total Expenditure
on Health
per capita in US$ R2=0.9018
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CORRELATION BETWEEN EXPENDITURE ON HEALTH AND OUTCOMES
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DALYs* LOST BY WORLD BANK INCOME REGION

% of global total

High income 7.9%
Upper middle income 6.0%
Lower middle income 26.9%
Low Income 59.2%

*The Disabili sted r (D a unit measuring the amount of health lost due to a disease or condition.



