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Since the 2001 Report of the Commission on
Macroeconomics and Health, a number of
countries have set up multisectoral national
commissions or similar bodies to review
options, formulate a plan, and make detailed
estimates of the costs of scaling up health
investments and expanding access to
essential health services.

This report presents country experiences in
developing and shaping work to address
long-term planning for the health sector. It
identifies areas of action to which the
national commissions have contributed, from
mobilizing political will and building much-
needed evidence, to strengthening national
planning processes. These lay the
groundwork for sustainable improvements in
health for the world’s poor people.

The report clarifies the most intractable
challenges that have impeded faster health
progress, and gives concrete examples of
how countries have started to address them
through an integrated approach to health
sector development and financing. This
experience will be integrated into the core
work of WHO, across the organization. It will
contribute to global health and development
discussions and help to guide the way
forward for national policy-makers and
development partners.
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