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What is GS1?

GS1 is a not-for-profit organisation that 
develops global standards for the 
identification of goods and services. 

The global 
language of 

business

• 30 years of experience 
• 104 member organisations
• Representing all points in the supply chain
• Over a million companies doing business across

140 countries
• Over 20 represented sectors: FMCG, healthcare, 

transport, customs, defence…
• Over 5 billion transactions a day

GS1 is the most widely used supply chain 
standards system in the world.
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GS1 Standards 
Helping the healthcare supply chain

Five Patient Rights
Right Patient

Right Drug/Device
Right Time
Right Dose
Right Route

By contributing to 
patient safety and 
supply chain efficiency, 
we believe that 
deploying GS1 
standards in the 
healthcare industry can 
help to ensure the 
Five Patient Rights.
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GS1 in the Healthcare Sector
Vision and Mission

Lead the healthcare industry to the 
effective utilisation and development of 
global standards, with the primary focus on 
automatic identification to improve 
patient safety.

Our 
Mission

Our 
Mission

To be the single source for regulatory 
agencies and trade organisations
(manufacturers, wholesalers, distributors, 
hospitals and pharmacies) to seek input 
and direction for global standards in the 
healthcare industry.

Our 
Vision
Our 

Vision
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“The Global Healthcare User Group, a 
voluntary and open group formed by 

40 leading pharmaceutical and medical 
device companies, wholesalers, 

hospitals and trade associations, 
chooses GS1 as their sole system of 

standards in healthcare.”

August 2006
Press Release

GS1 has embraced the healthcare sector.
The healthcare sector has embraced GS1.

GS1
Leading the way in healthcare standards
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GS1
Leading the way in healthcare standards

“The Department of Health is 
recommending that the GS1 System 
should be adopted throughout the 
healthcare system in England […] 

and presents an action plan
calling for engagement in 

GS1 Healthcare User Group.”

February 2007 
Policy Guidance Document

UK Department of Health

GS1 has embraced the healthcare sector.
The healthcare sector has embraced GS1.
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GS1
Leading the way in healthcare standards

Today, GS1 standards are used for the 
identification of pharmaceutical products

in 60 countries around the world.

GS1 has embraced the healthcare sector.
The healthcare sector has embraced GS1.



©2007 GS18

GS1 is involved with the healthcare sector

Medical Device Manufacturers
• 3M
• Aesculap/B.Braun
• Alcon Laboratories
• Baxter
• Boston Scientific
• B.Braun
• Cook
• DePuy/J&J
• Hospira
• Johnson & Johnson MD
• Medtronic
• Olympus Medical Systems
• Pall Medical
• Smiths Medical
• Terumo
• Tyco Healthcare

Hospitals & GPOs
• Marienhospital Herne
• Premier
• University Hospital of Dijon
• University Hospital of Lyon
• University Hospital of Leeds
• University Hospital of Geneva
• Comparatio German University Hospital 

group
• Chelsea & Westminster NHS Hospital, 

London
• University of Tokyo

Transport & Logistics Firms
• Exel
• Aexxdis

Associations
• AdvaMed (US Association of Medical 

Device Manufacturers) 
• Eucomed (European Associations of 

Medical Device Manufacturers and 
National Associations)

• EGA (European Generic Medicines 
Association)

• IHF – International Hospital Federation

Regulatory Bodies
• PHAC (Public Health Agency of 

Canada)
• NHS (National Health Service) – CfH 

(Connection for Health)
• FDA – Food and Drug Administration
• Ministry of Health New Zealand
• Ministry of Health UK

Pharmaceutical Companies
• Alcon Laboratories
• Amgen
• Astra Zeneca
• Baxter
• Behring
• B.Braun
• Boehringer Ingelheim
• Cephalon
• GSK
• Johnson & Johnson Pharma
• Merck
• Merck Germany
• Novartis
• Pfizer
• Procter&Gamble
• Sanofi Aventis
• Wyeth

Wholesalers
• Cardinal Health
• Celesio
• CERP
• Grupo Cofares
• Farmintesa-Secof
• McKesson
• Owen Minor 
• Pharmdata
• Phoenix

…and more!



©2007 GS19

GS1 Healthcare 
Areas of interest

Overall Focus: Improving Patient Safety

Enable Product Authentication
Utilize a GS1 data structure to enable authentication of 
individual packages, cases or pallets.

Increase Total Supply Chain Efficiency 
Through greater visibility, accuracy and velocity.

Prevent Medical Errors
Encode the unit dose or unit of use package to enable 
automated verification to ensure right dose or device, for the 
right patient at the right time. 

Enable Tracking and Tracing
Utilize a GS1 data structure, work with supply chain trading 
partners to enable an electronic pedigree for individual 
packages such that in the event of a counterfeiting incident, 
tracing of the suspect product can occur.
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Coding and Automatic Identification

• Requirements have been gathered 
for data on healthcare products 

• A list has been compiled
• Data content is agreed upon and 

approved

Business requirements will now be 
mapped to data requirements 

Working globally on Auto-ID
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Serialisation

• Initial discussions addressed current 
and potential U.S. regulations about 
controlled substances and electronic 
pedigree 

• Now working globally and covering 
all healthcare products

Goal: Determine the global healthcare 
sector’s size and structural requirements

for specific data elements 
(e.g., lot and serial numbers)

Recognized experts on serialisation
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Tracking and Tracing

• GS1 has made anti-counterfeiting a key 
priority: RFID, Data Matrix, serialisation…

• California-mandated “e-pedigree” track and 
trace standard being further developed and 
improved

Taking counterfeiting seriously

Goal: Develop standards that will 
prevent counterfeiting
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GS1 Healthcare
Conclusion

We are building a healthcare 
application standard that meets 

our users’ requirements.
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GS1 and the WHO

To succeed, we need the 
involvement of the entire sector.



©2007 GS115

Thank you.
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For more information

www.gs1.org/sectors/healthcare/
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Contact details
Ulrike Kreysa, GS1 Healthcare Sector
GS1 Global Office
Avenue Louise 326, bte 10
B-1050 Brussels, Belgium
T + 32 2 788 78 00
F +32 2 788 78 99
W www.gs1.org

http://www.gs1.org/
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