














investigation of the potential cause(s) of
the adverse events. They may also include
facilitation of testing of the vaccine or injection

A sound investment

“We are... in the midst of what experts call
the most severe financial crisis and economic
downturn seen since the start of the Great

Depression in 1929. Work on the prequalification
of diagnostics, medicines and vaccines is a
prime example of the kind of efficient, joined-up
action that helps maintain the delivery of essential
health services at a fragile time.

Protecting the gains and ensuring
future progress

Norms and standard work is a core component of
WHO’s mandate. Yet, this work is at risk. WHO’s
efforts relating to vaccine safety and quality in
2010-11 are projected to be severely underfunded
— more than 40% of the budget requirements are

equipment, review of production facilities and
processes, and advice on communication
strategies.

It is this kind of work that helps me argue
against cuts in funding for essential public health
functions. With programmes such as this one,
public health shows that it can indeed achieve
greater efficiency without sacrificing quality.”

— Dr Margaret Chan, WHO Director-General,

4th Consultative Stakeholder Meeting for UN
Prequalification of Diagnostics, Medicines and
Vaccines, Geneva, Switzerland, 3 February 2009.

not covered. Failure to address the funding gap of
US$ 13 million will mean scaling down some of the
above-mentioned activities, with consequences
on the efficient regulation and monitoring of
vaccines across the world.
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More information

WHO headquarters immunization web site
http://www.who.int/immunization/en/

Immunization standards
http://www.who.int/immunization_standards/en/

Prequalified vaccines
http://www.who.int/immunization_standards/
vaccine_quality/pg_suppliers/en/index.html

Biologicals (includes information on the Expert
Committee on Biological Standardization)
http://www.who.int/biologicals/en/

Global Advisory Committee on Vaccine Safety
http://www.who.int/vaccine_safety/en/

Investigations of adverse events following immunization
http:// www.who.int/immunization_safety/aefi/
investigations/en/index.html

WHO: ensuring vaccines of assured quality




Vaccines of assured quality

This CD contains meeting reports, technical
and advocacy documents and audiovisual
material relating to WHO'’s work in the area of
vaccines of assured quality. It also contains
reports of the meetings of the WHO Strategic
Advisory Group of Experts on immunization,

WHO position papers on vaccines, and
communications and advocacy material on
general immunization issues. Web links for
further information are also provided. The CD
covers the period May 2006 - April 2009.







