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	Questionnaire for Governments and organizations on emerging chemicals management issues

for possible consideration by the International Conference on Chemicals Management at its second session
	Please return by 31 August 2008 to:


SAICM secretariat

11–13 chemin des Anémones

CH-1219 Châtelaine, Geneva

Switzerland

Tel: +41 22 917 86 31

Fax: +41 22 797 34 60

E-mail: saicm@chemicals.unep.ch

	Issue 

(Brief title)

See Annex 1 for a list of topics identified by 
Forum V (Sept 2006)


	Submitter

(Government or organization, address, contact name)
Intergovernmental Forum on Chemical Safety (IFCS)
c/o WHO 20, Avenue Appia
CH-1211 Geneva 27
Switzerland
Tel: +41 22 7913650/3873 
Fax: +41 22 791 4875
Email:  ifcs@who.int mailto:ifcs@who.int>
Website: www.ifcs.ch http://www.ifcs.ch/
Dr Judy A. Stober
Executive Secretary


	State the problem

(Briefly describe the emerging issue and why it is a priority for cooperative action. Cite any key studies or authorities that are relevant in this regard. Attach a supplementary document with further details if needed.)

Forum V (25-29 September 2006) agreed on a list of possible topics for future sessions of the Forum.
Ref. Forum V - Fifth Session of the Intergovernmental Forum on Chemical Safety, Final Report (IFCS/FORUM-V/05w, all UN languages) http://www.who.int/ifcs/documents/forums/forum5/report/en/index.html 


	Action so far

(Summarize any action taken so far, including, for example, guidance issued, preventive actions undertaken, bans or restrictions at the national level, or current consideration at the international level by bodies such as the Stockholm Convention Persistent Organic Pollutant Review Committee or the Rotterdam Convention Chemical Review Committee, and other intergovernmental working groups. Attach a supplementary document with further details if needed.)

Forum VI will be held from 15 to 19 September 2008. The plenary agenda for Forum VI includes the following topics from the list:
· Nanotechnology and nanomaterials: opportunities and challenges

· Substitution and alternatives 

· International transport of lead and cadmium via trade: an international concern?

· Ecologically based Integrated Pest Management and Integrated Vector Management: key elements of pesticide risk reduction strategies

Please see individual submission form for each of the above topics.

For each of the topics Forum VI meeting documents (Thought Starter papers, information papers),  contributed papers and materials, presentations and for a number of the topics proposed recommendations/agreed actions submitted by the topic lead sponsor are available on the Forum VI web site:

http://www.who.int/ifcs/forums/six/en/index.html 


	Proposed cooperative action

(Describe the proposed cooperative actions, or options for such actions, which ICCM is recommended to consider. Attach a supplementary document with further details if needed.)

See individual forms for each topic for the outcome of Forum VI 15-19 September 2008. 
The Final Report of Forum VI will be available (in UN languages) on the IFCS Forum VI web site at: 
http://www.who.int/ifcs/forums/six/en/index.html 
The Final Report of Forum VI - Executive Summary  containing the resolutions, statements, recommendations and agreed actions is available at:
http://www.who.int/ifcs/documents/forums/forum6/report/en/index.html 
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Original: English

30 September 2006


Topics for the future Forum of IFCS

1. 
Nanoparticles, Nanomaterials, Nanotechnology: Opportunities and Challenges 

· Public dimension / dialogue with stakeholders (public, NGO, OECD and other IGOs, science, industry, trade unions, politics)

· Support precautionary measures with respect to occupational health, consumer safety and the environment

· Voluntary measures of industry (self-control principles, code of conduct, responsible care)

· Promotion of national inventories on the usage of nanoparticles and development of exposure scenarios

· Adaptation of the existing legislation, if necessary: threshold values

· How to bridge the gap between industrial countries, developing countries and countries with economies in transitions. 

2. 
Persistent, Bioaccumulative and Toxic Substances 1,

· Hazard assessment, risk evaluation and risk assessment

· Risk management

3. 
Heavy Metals1

· Arsenic

· Chromium

· Nickel

· Mercury

· Lead

· Cadmium

· Other toxic heavy metals

4. 
Substitution/Alternatives

· Substitution as a principle1
· Substitution of substances

· Substitution of pesticides with links to poverty reduction 

· Substitution within product life-cycle (LCA)

· Substitutions in the light of OPS Para 14 (d) (i) 

5. 
Follow-up of the existing active topics

· Precaution (case studies / pilot studies) 1
· Chemicals and poverty reduction (focus on pesticides proposed)

· Widening gap

· Toys and chemical safety

· Occupational health and safety

6. 
E-waste 1, 

· Dialogue on multi dimensional aspects 

· Items not included under Basel such as products near end of life 

· Sharing experiences and technology such as recycling

7. 
Ecological sound and integrated pest and vector management (beyond alternatives)

8. 
Drinking water: Contamination with Chemicals 2
· Universal drinking water standards 

· Monitoring Strategies 

· Management Strategies

· Capacity building in developing countries to implement standards and monitoring programs

9. 
Illegal Traffic in dangerous and toxic substances 

10. SAICM Overarching Policy Strategy (OPS) and Global Plan of Action (GPA) 1, 2
· “Groups of chemicals that might be prioritized for assessment and related studies include: persistent, bioaccumulative and toxic substances (PBTs): very persistent and very bioaccumulative substances; chemicals that are carcinogens or mutagens or that adversely affect, inter alia the reproductive, endocrine, immune or nervous systems: persistent organic pollutants (POPs), mercury and other chemicals of global concern; chemicals produced or used in high volumes; those subject to wide dispersive uses; and other chemicals of concern at the national level.”

11. SAICM Draft Global Plan of Action SAICM/ICCM.1/4 Table C items 1
· Preparation of objective information report to support ICCM consideration of topics and items in table C of document SAICM/ICCM.1/4 

	Questionnaire for Governments and organizations on emerging chemicals management issues

for possible consideration by the International Conference on Chemicals Management at its second session
	Please return by 31 August 2008 to:


SAICM secretariat

11–13 chemin des Anémones

CH-1219 Châtelaine, Geneva

Switzerland

Tel: +41 22 917 86 31

Fax: +41 22 797 34 60
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	Issue 

(Brief title)

Applying precaution in the context of chemical safety

	Submitter

(Government or organization, address, contact name)
Intergovernmental Forum on Chemical Safety (IFCS)
c/o WHO 20, Avenue Appia
CH-1211 Geneva 27
Switzerland
Tel: +41 22 7913650/3873 
Fax: +41 22 791 4875
Email:  ifcs@who.int mailto:ifcs@who.int>
Website: www.ifcs.ch http://www.ifcs.ch/
Dr Judy A. Stober
Executive Secretary


	State the problem

(Briefly describe the emerging issue and why it is a priority for cooperative action. Cite any key studies or authorities that are relevant in this regard. Attach a supplementary document with further details if needed.)

(text available in UN languages in document IFCS/FORUM-V/01-TS at: http://www.who.int/ifcs/documents/forums/forum5/meet_docs/en/index.html )

At a national level, precaution – or taking preventive action in the face of uncertain risks – is well known and applied domestically by many countries in various approaches to chemicals management decision-making.  At the international level, however, the concept of precaution (and its application) has often led to controversy since its initial incorporation into the North Sea Conferences in the late 1980s
 and its global inclusion in the 1992 Rio Declaration of the UN Conference on Environment and Development
.  Recent controversies surrounding application of Rio Principle 15 in the Strategic Approach to International Chemicals Management (SAICM)
 indicate, that despite inclusion of precaution in numerous treaties and statements and efforts to characterize its application, there is a continued need to improve understandings regarding the differences in domestic chemicals regulation and how decisions are made under conditions of uncertainty (how precaution is applied).  The notion of precaution is often implicitly incorporated into decision-making processes, though not named as such.  It is beneficial to governments and other stakeholders to work towards an understanding of how precaution is and can be implemented more clearly and effectively in the context of chemicals management activities and the tools and approaches for doing so. A discussion of positive case examples can help to broaden understanding of current applications of precaution and differences in approaches to decision-making under uncertainty.  

Since the 1992 Rio Declaration, a number of countries and forums have sought to provide guidance on approaches to decision making in the face of scientific uncertainty and application of the precaution in chemicals management.  These have occurred through a wide range of national, regional and international forums such as the WSSD
, the World Trade Organization, the WHO through its European Ministerial Conferences on Health and Environment
, UNEP
, the European Environment Agency
, European Commission
, and the Canadian
, Austrian
 and Swiss
 governments.  Other discussions have occurred in academic circles
. Other efforts, not explicitly mentioning precaution, have focused on conservative risk assessment processes to protect vulnerable populations and efforts to promote safer chemistry.
 Some of these efforts have raised questions as to how best to make decisions aimed at protecting health and ecosystems under conditions of uncertainty, while stimulating innovation in science, technology and policy. 

In the context of the Intergovernmental Forum on Chemical Safety there are several affirmations for applying Principle 15 of the Rio Declaration, including the Bahia Declaration
 of Forum III adopted by acclamation in which governments, international organizations, and non-governmental organizations from industry, public interest groups, and groups concerned with scientific and labour interest:

“Reaffirm our commitment to the Rio Declaration on Environment and

Development including the principles on sustainable development, capacity building, access to information and the precautionary approach”. 

The associated Priorities for Action beyond 2000
 were unanimously adopted and state that 

“Control of chemicals and pollution control initiatives should be closely integrated and the precautionary approach, as outlined in principle 15 of the Rio Declaration, should be applied
. The full range of risk reduction options should be considered, including encouraging, in particular, replacing more dangerous chemicals with less dangerous ones or using alternative processes.”

Forum IV advanced this affirmation of acting under conditions of uncertainty with respect to the protection of children from chemical risks stating that “Governments and stakeholders should commit to sharing information on options for taking effective action to protect children from established chemical threats and from chemical risks where there is a degree of uncertainty.” The WHO recently held a workshop to discuss how to implement this recommendation.
While the affirmations of and a commitment to precaution and/or acting in the face of uncertainty exist in many forums, including the IFCS, discussions about how to apply precaution can become overly involved with legal, trade (including concerns over barriers to trade), and other generally political considerations that can hinder sharing of concrete tools and approaches for protection of health and the environment under uncertainty – how precaution can be implemented in practice.  Further, many countries (developing and developed) have noted the lack of clarity as to the concerns raised by some countries regarding how to apply precaution in particular instances.  There is thus a need for an open discussion about how countries and other actors approach decision-making in the face of uncertainty to protect health and ecosystems – in other words, how precaution is applied implicitly or explicitly in practice – the tools and approaches needed. Such an open discussion and sharing of experiences and approaches can enhance chemicals managements efforts at all levels.

Ref: all documents (in languages) can be found at: http://www.who.int/ifcs/documents/forums/forum5/meet_docs/en/index.html 

Thought starter. Forum V Plenary Open Information/Discussion Session on Applying Precaution in the Context of Chemical Safety (IFCS/FORUM-V/01-TS)



	Action so far

(Summarize any action taken so far, including, for example, guidance issued, preventive actions undertaken, bans or restrictions at the national level, or current consideration at the international level by bodies such as the Stockholm Convention Persistent Organic Pollutant Review Committee or the Rotterdam Convention Chemical Review Committee, and other intergovernmental working groups. Attach a supplementary document with further details if needed.)

I. At Forum V, held 25-29 September 2006, a plenary Information/Discussion session was organized to:
1. To advance open dialogue and understanding about how precaution is applied in practice with regards to chemical safety to protect health and environment and implementation of goals identified in IFCS declarations and recommendations and the SAICM Overarching Policy Strategy (OPS). 


2. To discuss practical tools and approaches for implementing precaution in chemicals safety decision-making.


3. To discuss the practical experience of individual countries and other stakeholders with regards to application of precaution in chemical management activities with the goal of sharing and developing lessons learnt, both positive and negative.


4. To better understand commonalities and differences in tools and approaches for applying precaution in chemical safety and to discuss benefits, barriers, needs, and opportunities to help improve chemicals management at a range of levels as well as potential next steps to achieve this objective.

Ref: all documents (in languages) can be found at: http://www.who.int/ifcs/documents/forums/forum5/meet_docs/en/index.html 

Thought starter. Forum V Plenary Open Information/Discussion Session on Applying Precaution in the Context of Chemical Safety (IFCS/FORUM-V/01-TS)

Background Information: Forum V Plenary Open Information/Discussion Session on Tools and Approaches For Applying Precaution in the Context of Chemicals Safety (IFCS/FORUM-V/6 INF)

Presentation Abstracts: Forum V Plenary Open Information/Discussion Session on Tools and Approaches For Applying Precaution in the Context of Chemicals Safety (IFCS/FORUM-V/7 INF) (presentations can be found at: http://www.who.int/ifcs/documents/forums/forum5/precaution_plenary/en/index.html )

Forum V Plenary Open Information/Discussion Session on Tools and Approaches for Applying Precaution in the Context of Chemical Safety - Reference List - Working version
Additional materials and references provided by IFCS participants are available on the above web site.
Forum V recommendations - see next section "Proposed cooperative action"

II. Web portal to information and resources:  Applying precaution in the context of chemical safety: tools, case examples and selected references - http://www.who.int/ifcs/documents/forums/forum5/precaution/en/index.html 


	Proposed cooperative action

(Describe the proposed cooperative actions, or options for such actions, which ICCM is recommended to consider. Attach a supplementary document with further details if needed.)

Applying Precaution in the Context of Chemical Safety

The Forum identified a series of potential next steps to support developing countries and countries with economies in transition that wish to utilize tools and approaches in applying precaution in domestic chemicals management activities. The Forum categorized the next steps into two general areas:

1. Provision of information to developing countries and countries with economies in transition on tools and approaches for making decisions in the face of uncertainty and/or applying precaution in the domestic context, including:

a. a portal (links to various tools rather than building an entire infrastructure) combining tools from various stakeholders to enable easy access by stakeholders;

b. tool-kits that outline a suite of tools and approaches for applying precaution that can be used by developing countries, countries with economies in transition, and other stakeholders and that describes how and why they may be applied depending on the context of their use;

c. practical case examples, both positive and negative, of the tools and approaches used by countries and other stakeholders; and

d. a list of contact points within countries and other stakeholders for further information on tools and approaches.


2. Capacity building/skill sharing initiatives to support application of tools and approaches for making decisions in the face of uncertainty and/or applying precaution in the domestic context, including:

a. joint capacity building workshops with a wide participation of stakeholders;

b. on-going dialogue across countries and stakeholders for sharing lessons and tools/approaches; and

c. pilot projects in developing countries and countries with economies in transition on applying tools/approaches for implementing precaution in chemicals safety in which all stakeholders can participate.

Recognizing the importance of mechanisms for:   

· sharing information and lessons learned from case examples, both positive and negative; 

· enhancing multi-sectoral dialogue; and

· capacity-building in developing countries and countries with economies in transition for the application of tools and approaches for making decisions in the face of uncertainty and/or applying precaution in the domestic context,

the Forum requests that actions be undertaken between now and Forum VI to implement the identified next steps with the intention of contributing to the implementation of the SAICM.  Implementation of these steps should consider: 

1) the scope of approaches and tools to be included in information sharing and skill-sharing mechanisms; 

2) the varying domestic regulatory, policy and application contexts;

3) current initiatives conducted by intergovernmental organizations (IGOs) and governments to minimize duplication of efforts and enhance collaboration; 

4) ways to make existing tools more accessible to governments and other stakeholders in developing countries;

5) possible areas for national pilot projects; and

6) possible sources of voluntary financial support for implementing the identified actions.

The Forum invites and encourages IFCS participants to make available such information, assistance, and tools and approaches as described above.

-----
Ref: Forum V Fifth Session of the Intergovernmental Forum on Chemical Safety, Final Report (IFCS/FORUM-V/05w) in all UN languages at: http://www.who.int/ifcs/documents/forums/forum5/report/en/index.html



	Questionnaire for Governments and organizations on emerging chemicals management issues

for possible consideration by the International Conference on Chemicals Management at its second session
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SAICM secretariat

11–13 chemin des Anémones

CH-1219 Châtelaine, Geneva

Switzerland

Tel: +41 22 917 86 31

Fax: +41 22 797 34 60

E-mail: saicm@chemicals.unep.ch

	Issue 

(Brief title)

Heavy metals: need for further global action?

	Submitter

(Government or organization, address, contact name)
Intergovernmental Forum on Chemical Safety (IFCS)
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CH-1211 Geneva 27
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	State the problem

(Briefly describe the emerging issue and why it is a priority for cooperative action. Cite any key studies or authorities that are relevant in this regard. Attach a supplementary document with further details if needed.)

Reference to heavy metals in the context of international environmental and chemical policy making have increased over the recent years. The opinion has been expressed that dealing effectively with the challenges posed by the three heavy metals, mercury, lead and cadmium would require international coordination and action. Thus, several international institutions and processes have begun to address heavy metals. Namely, the WSSD Global Plan of Action promoted the reduction of risks posed by heavy metals; UNEP decided to review scientific data so that in future it would be able to take an informed decision on the need for global action in relation to lead and cadmium and established a mercury programme; and the SAICM outcome documents include several references to heavy metals (SAICM OPS para 14.d; GPA Executive Summary 7(d), GPA activities 57-59).

The focus and the success of these initiatives and activities have so far been mixed. To contribute and enrich ongoing discussions and activities in the different international institutions and fora dealing with chemicals, broader discussion and information exchange among countries, particularly developing countries and countries with economies in transition, as well as with other stakeholders, is beneficial. 

Ref: Thought Starter : Health and environmental concerns associated with heavy metals;  global needs for further action? Forum V Side-event on heavy metals,  23 September 2006 (all UN languages)
http://www.who.int/ifcs/documents/forums/forum5/side_events/en/index.html 


	Action so far

(Summarize any action taken so far, including, for example, guidance issued, preventive actions undertaken, bans or restrictions at the national level, or current consideration at the international level by bodies such as the Stockholm Convention Persistent Organic Pollutant Review Committee or the Rotterdam Convention Chemical Review Committee, and other intergovernmental working groups. Attach a supplementary document with further details if needed.)
In conjunction with Forum V, the Government of Switzerland organized a side event workshop on 23 September 2006 on "Health and environmental concerns associated with heavy metals: global needs for further action?". The side event provided the opportunity to discuss sources of exposure and solutions to problems through a case studies approach. Through this, it helped to identify obstacles faced by developing countries and countries with economies in transition and to find out their particular needs. It provide additional information concerning international aspects of the challenges posed by heavy metals.
The outcome of the side event was brought forward to Forum V plenary. A discussion in Forum V plenary provided an additional important opportunity to further examine the issues and problems to support country implementation of work on the heavy metals priorities. (IFCS/FORUM V/8 INF, all UN languages, http://www.who.int/ifcs/documents/forums/forum5/meet_docs/en/index.html )

The outcome of Forum V plenary discussions - The Budapest Statement on Mercury, Lead and Cadmium (see next section of this form) - was submitted to the 24th session of the UNEP Governing Council in February 2007, transmitted to the IOMC organizations and other relevant international fora. 


	Proposed cooperative action

(Describe the proposed cooperative actions, or options for such actions, which ICCM is recommended to consider. Attach a supplementary document with further details if needed.)

The Budapest Statement on Mercury, Lead and Cadmium was unanimously adopted by Forum V (29 September 2006).
The Budapest Statement on Mercury, Lead and Cadmium 

Having met in Budapest, at the invitation of the Government of Hungary at the fifth session of the Intergovernmental Forum on Chemical Safety from 25-29 September 2006,

Recognizing the environmental and health effects of mercury, lead and cadmium worldwide,

Acknowledging the current and planned international actions to promote risk reduction of mercury, lead and cadmium in other fora such as UNEP, WHO, UNIDO, UNITAR, UNECE, OECD and the International Conference on Chemicals Management (ICCM),
Mindful for example, of ongoing work in the UNEP global mercury programme and noting that global assessments on cadmium and lead are to be reported to the UNEP Governing Council in 2007,

Also mindful of the concern of developing countries regarding the exports of restricted products to those nations,

Further Recognizing that the risks from mercury, lead and cadmium need to be addressed by further global, regional, national and local actions, as appropriate,

Also recognizing that current efforts to minimize use and reduce releases of mercury have not yet fully addressed the global risks and need to be expanded and adequately supported,

Recognizing the importance of public awareness, communication, information exchange, education at all levels and capacity building for the implementation of risk reduction measures on mercury, lead and cadmium,

Reaffirming our commitment to the Bahia Declaration on Chemical Safety and the Dubai Declaration on International Chemicals Management, and specifically to the key goals outlined in the Agenda 21, Chapter 19; the Forum III document Priorities for Action beyond 2000; the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation paragraph 23.g and the goals of the Strategic Approach to International Chemicals Management (SAICM) Overarching Policy Strategy, paragraph 14,

1.   Call for IFCS participants to initiate actions that will address the health, including occupational health and the environmental impact of mercury, lead and cadmium;

2. Invite WHO and others to re-enforce, complement and widen actions towards this aim;

3. Urge IFCS participants to initiate, continue, and intensify actions, as appropriate, to address the excess supply of mercury on a global scale through a variety of possible measures, such as an export prohibition preventing excess mercury from re-entering the global market and a global phase out of primary production of mercury;

4. Call upon countries, regional economic integration organisations and stakeholder groups, in particular industry, to consider and, where appropriate use, a variety of activities, including environmentally sound use, storage, recycling and disposal of  mercury, lead and cadmium and partnerships programmes and voluntary agreements, alongside more binding instruments, as appropriate, to promote management of problems related to mercury, lead and cadmium;

5. Invite the UNEP Governing Council to initiate and strengthen voluntary actions at the global level for mercury, lead and cadmium, as appropriate, including partnerships and other activities;

6. Also invite the UNEP Governing Council to give high priority to considering further measures to address risks to human health and the environment from mercury and, measures, as appropriate, on lead and cadmium, by assessing the need for further action and considering a range of options, including the possibility of establishing a legally binding instrument, as well as partnerships, and other activities, in addition to ongoing discussions on these topics;

7. Invite the UNEP Governing Council to consider establishing a global mercury use and/ or release reduction goal;

8. Urge IFCS participants to support and contribute to the further deliberations of the ICCM in the framework of SAICM for the reduction of risks from mercury, lead and cadmium with particular emphasis on the needs of developing countries and countries with economies in transition;

9. Further urge IFCS participants to support and contribute to the Global Partnerships for Mercury Reductions;

10. Urge the ICCM in the framework of SAICM, taking into account possible decisions by the UNEP Governing Council, to consider actions at the local, national, regional and global levels for mercury, lead and cadmium, as appropriate, with particular emphasis on the needs of developing countries and countries with economies in transition;

11. Call upon developed countries, and other countries that are in a position to do so, to support these activities.

Ref: Forum V Fifth Session of the Intergovernmental Forum on Chemical Safety, Final Report (IFCS/FORUM-V/05w) in all UN languages at: http://www.who.int/ifcs/documents/forums/forum5/report/en/index.html
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(Brief title)

Toys and chemical safety

	Submitter

(Government or organization, address, contact name)
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	State the problem

(Briefly describe the emerging issue and why it is a priority for cooperative action. Cite any key studies or authorities that are relevant in this regard. Attach a supplementary document with further details if needed.)

For there to be health harm from a chemical three elements are required: 1) a chemical must have toxic effects; 2) an individual must be vulnerable to the toxic effects; and 3) sufficient exposure must occur.  Children and toys represent a special case of this triad, termed the "risk triangle," because children may have increased vulnerability to chemical harms, and children have potential exposure to chemicals through play with toys. If chemicals used in toys are potentially toxic and capable of migrating out of the toy into the child during normal play or foreseeable misuse, then adverse health effects are possible.

IFCS Forum IV adopted a decision on Children and Chemical Safety that explicitly acknowledges that special consideration needs to be given to children because of their “potential enhanced exposures and/or vulnerabilities."
  This applies to chemical exposure through toys in a number of ways. Children are physically and physiologically immature.
 Throughout childhood they grow and change in terms of their physical size and proportions, and their vital organs and organ system functions.  Chemical exposures during certain critical periods of development can result in damage, at times permanent, to critical structures and functions such as the brain and nervous system, the endocrine and reproductive systems, and others. Depending on the state of development and a variety of other factors, a child’s ability to successfully metabolize and excrete chemicals differs from that of an adult, sometimes offering them greater protection and sometimes increasing their vulnerability.  Children's behaviors put them in intimate contact with toys and potentially the chemicals in toys through normal and intended play, as well as through excessive mouthing, sniffing, cuddling, rough-housing, breaking, swallowing, or inserting into nose, ears or other orifices.  Finally, the cognitive development of a child may be inadequate for him/her to appreciate warnings or dangers associated with a given toy.  For all of these reasons, chemicals used in toys have the potential to end up inside a child's body, either at a dose that is sufficient to cause harm, or at a time when even small doses can be harmful. 
Ref: Toys and Chemical Safety (IFCS/FORUM-V/03-T, in UN languages, http://www.who.int/ifcs/documents/forums/forum5/meet_docs/en/index.html )



	Action so far

(Summarize any action taken so far, including, for example, guidance issued, preventive actions undertaken, bans or restrictions at the national level, or current consideration at the international level by bodies such as the Stockholm Convention Persistent Organic Pollutant Review Committee or the Rotterdam Convention Chemical Review Committee, and other intergovernmental working groups. Attach a supplementary document with further details if needed.)

Forum V (September 2006) considered potential chemical risks from toys linked to chemical exposures, the question of prevalence of chemical related harms, the current approaches taken to assess potential chemical risk, and actions to protect children from chemical harms from toys.  

IFCS has given importance and priority to children and chemical safety issues. The topic had been on the agenda of Forum IV (November 2003) resulting in substantive recommendations for action. A session on Toys and Chemical Safety at Forum V (September 2006) was organized to support action on a number of the Forum IV recommendations as well as the follow up to the Declaration of the Fourth (European) Ministerial Conference on Environment and Health, held in Budapest, Hungary, 23-25 June 2004 and implementation of SAICM Global Plan of Action in which the topic is noted as one that stakeholders may wish to discuss. 

Ref. 

· Protecting Children from Harmful Chemical Exposures (IFCS/FORUM-IV/14w, in UN languages, http://www.who.int/ifcs/documents/forums/forum4/meet_docs/en/index.html )

· Protecting Children from Harmful Chemical Exposures, Chemical Safety and Children's Health (IFCS/FORUM-IV/11 INF, http://www.who.int/ifcs/documents/forums/forum4/meet_docs/en/index.html )
· Forum IV Final Report - recommendations on children and chemical safety (IFCS/FORUM IV/ 16w, in UN languages, http://www.who.int/ifcs/documents/forums/forum4/final_report/en/index.html and http://www.who.int/ifcs/documents/forums/forum4/children/en/index.html  )

· Toys and Chemical Safety (IFCS/FORUM-V/03-T, in UN languages, http://www.who.int/ifcs/documents/forums/forum5/meet_docs/en/index.html )

· Forum V Final Report (IFCS/FORUM-V/05w, in UN languages, http://www.who.int/ifcs/documents/forums/forum5/report/en/index.html


	Proposed cooperative action

(Describe the proposed cooperative actions, or options for such actions, which ICCM is recommended to consider. Attach a supplementary document with further details if needed.)

The following are the recommended actions unanimously adopted unanimously by Forum V (29 September 2006)
Toys and Chemical Safety 
The Forum considered potential chemical risks from toys linked to chemical exposures, the question of prevalence of chemical related harms, the current approaches taken to assess potential chemical risk, and actions to protect children from chemical harms from toys. 

The Forum recommended the following action items:

1. Given the potential enhanced exposures and/or vulnerabilities of children to chemicals, the known hazards from certain chemicals already detected in some toys, as well as the incomplete information about chemicals in toys and their impact on child health, the Forum encourages the use of a full range of tools and approaches including prevention and precaution to ensure that toys are safe.  Such tools and approaches should be used by

· designers and manufacturers of toys,

· decisions makers in supply and sales of toys, and

· governments and regulators working in the area of toy safety.

2. Given the information gaps that exist, the Forum encourages dialog among governments, toy manufacturers including those in the informal sector in developing countries and countries in transition, retailers, consumer groups, and other stakeholders to:

· identify chemicals of concern used in toys, and potential substitution options,

· develop strategies for sharing information on chemicals commonly used in toys and adverse effects from their use,

· encourage countries and regions to develop and share the results of  surveillance of chemical content of toys with other countries and all stakeholders,

· promote research on impacts of chemicals on product safety and children’s health in the context of toy use, and

· support educational efforts to increase awareness of issues of chemical safety and toys among critical groups such as parents and children, health care professionals, small and medium scale manufacturers and the informal sector.

3. Given the increasing international trade in toys (including on the internet) and existing differences in toy safety standards globally, governments and industry are encouraged to work towards developing guidance for toy safety and harmonization of international standards.  Important areas to address may include:

· determination and documentation of the chemical content of toys,

· actions towards elimination of use in toys of substances, such as lead and mercury, that are likely  to result in adverse toxic effects,

· actions to protect children from exposure to hazardous chemicals in toys,

· safety labelling.

Ref: Forum V Fifth Session of the Intergovernmental Forum on Chemical Safety, Final Report (IFCS/FORUM-V/05w) in all UN languages at: http://www.who.int/ifcs/documents/forums/forum5/report/en/index.html



	Questionnaire for Governments and organizations on emerging chemicals management issues

for possible consideration by the International Conference on Chemicals Management at its second session
	Please return by 31 August 2008 to:


SAICM secretariat

11–13 chemin des Anémones

CH-1219 Châtelaine, Geneva

Switzerland

Tel: +41 22 917 86 31

Fax: +41 22 797 34 60

E-mail: saicm@chemicals.unep.ch

	Issue 

(Brief title)

Nanotechnology and manufactured nanomaterials

	Submitter

(Government or organization, address, contact name)
Intergovernmental Forum on Chemical Safety (IFCS)
c/o WHO 20, Avenue Appia
CH-1211 Geneva 27
Switzerland
Tel: +41 22 7913650/3873 
Fax: +41 22 791 4875
Email:  ifcs@who.int mailto:ifcs@who.int>
Website: www.ifcs.ch http://www.ifcs.ch/
Dr Judy A. Stober
Executive Secretary


	State the problem

(Briefly describe the emerging issue and why it is a priority for cooperative action. Cite any key studies or authorities that are relevant in this regard. Attach a supplementary document with further details if needed.)

Nanotechnology is a rapidly emerging technological approach that is expected to result in major changes across many industry sectors. This may bring many advances to society and benefits for the environment, but also poses new challenges, especially in health and safety. To date discussions on the potential benefits of nanotechnology have, for the most part, taken place separately from those on the potential risks to human health and the environment of nanomaterials. Such discussions should take place concurrently. As a result of nanotechnology’s rapidly burgeoning growth, it is important that all stakeholders concerned (governments, international, regional and national organizations, industry groups, public interest associations, labour organizations, scientific associations and civil society) engage in discussions to identify and address issues that may impact health and safety in positive or negative ways. These can include health, safety, moral, ethical, societal, legal and social utility concerns.
Nanotechnology and manufactured nanomaterials have to be considered not only as a chemical industry issue but also an issue related to other industrial sectors (textile-, paint-, coating-, metal-industry), if not all. The main focus related to the impact of nanomaterials on human health and the environment should be on the use across the value chain, in particular for small and medium size enterprises (SMEs).

Governments around the world are looking at the new opportunities offered by nanotechnology and are keen to understand, avoid, reduce and manage risks associated with this new technology and nanomaterials. 

Ref: Thought Starter - Nanotechnology and manufactured Nanomaterials: Opportunities and Challenges (IFCS/FORUM-VI/01 TS, in all UN languages, http://www.who.int/ifcs/documents/forums/forum6/meet_docs/en/index.html )


	Action so far

(Summarize any action taken so far, including, for example, guidance issued, preventive actions undertaken, bans or restrictions at the national level, or current consideration at the international level by bodies such as the Stockholm Convention Persistent Organic Pollutant Review Committee or the Rotterdam Convention Chemical Review Committee, and other intergovernmental working groups. Attach a supplementary document with further details if needed.)

The agenda for Forum VI (15-19 September 2008) includes the topic Nanotechnology and manufactured nanomaterials: opportunities and challenges. The objective of the plenary session will be to exchange information in order to help raise the awareness of participants to the potential new opportunities, the new challenges and the new hazards and risks posed by nanotechnology. The meeting will provide a forum to share information on known and emerging issues, on the work of the OECD and ISO on nanotechnology and to foster an understanding of issues (applications and implications). The Forum will also be an opportunity to discuss the potential contributions of nanotechnology to sustainable development and to discuss how to achieve an equitable distribution of benefits and risks and role of responsible stewardship in addressing nanotechnology.
In conjunction with the plenary session, the Government of France is organizing a side event on " Ethical and other fundamental considerations on nanotechnology & manufactured nanomaterials".

Ref. all documents and papers available at: http://www.who.int/ifcs/documents/forums/forum6/meet_docs/en/index.html )
· Ref: Thought Starter - Nanotechnology and manufactured Nanomaterials: Opportunities and Challenges (IFCS/FORUM-VI/01 TS, in all UN languages, 
· Nanotechnologies at the OECD (IFCS/FORUM-VI/4 INF, in UN languages)
· Activities on Nanotechnologies in the IOMC Organizations (IFCS/FORUM-VI/5 INF)

· International Organization for Standardization - ISO Technical Committee 229 - Nanotechnologies (IFCS/FORUM-VI/6 INF)

· Forum VI Plenary session Nanotechnologies and Manufactured Nanomaterials: Opportunities and Challenges: abstracts and presentations are available on web site



In order to strive to achieve the minimization of risks of manufactured nanomaterials, the rights of countries to accept or reject manufactured nanomaterials was recognized. 

	The Forum recommends: 
1. Governments and industry apply the precautionary principle as one of the general principles of risk management throughout the life cycle of manufactured nanomaterials.
2. Governments and stakeholders initiate or continue dialogue to consider the potential benefits and risks of manufactured nanomaterials.

3. Governments, intergovernmental and international organizations, universities, private sectors and other stakeholders make information on the use and risks associated with the life cycle of manufactured nanomaterials readily accessible to the general public in order to raise awareness and prepare it for informed decisions.  

4. The capacity of civil society be strengthened so that it may effectively take part in decision making related to manufactured nanomaterials. 

5. Researchers and academics increase knowledge necessary in evaluating effectively the potential risks of nanomaterials especially for particularly vulnerable groups, e.g. children, pregnant women and elderly people. 

6. Governments and industries continue to fill gaps in knowledge of risk assessment including the whole life cycle of manufactured nanomaterials under real world conditions.

7. Industry involves workers and their representatives when developing occupational health and safety programs and measures, including risk assessment, selection of risk prevention measures and the surveillance of risks related to manufactured nanomaterials.

8. Measures be taken to prevent or minimize exposure of workers and releases to environment, particularly for hazardous manufactured nanomaterials or where there is uncertainty around the environmental and human health impact of manufactured nanomaterials.  

9. Researchers employing manufactured nanomaterials cooperate with environment and health and safety experts and medical communities on existing and planned research programs.

10. The international community continues to develop, fund, and share effective research strategies on potential risks to human health and the environment.

11. Downstream users through the whole supply chain be informed about health and safety risks and novel characteristics of manufactured nanomaterials via Material Safety Data Sheets (MSDS) or other means.
12.  Industry continues or initiates communications and awareness raising within their responsible stewardship programs on environmental and health and safety (occupational) aspects of manufactured nanomaterials including workplace monitoring and instigates further cooperative approaches between industry and other stakeholders.

13. Governments and stakeholders promote and share safety information on manufactured nanomaterials.

14. Countries and organizations establish partnerships, with consideration of financial support, to assist developing countries and countries with economies in transition to build scientific, technical, legal, regulatory policy expertise  related to the risks of manufactured nanomaterials. 

15. Governments according to their capacity, to cooperate in the preparation of national codes of conduct with inclusion of all stakeholders, and assisted by  international organizations and evaluate the feasibility of developing global codes of conduct in a timely manner. 

16. Governments exchange relevant information on manufacturing nanomaterials while exploring the need for changes to current legislative frameworks. 

17. International Standards Organisation (ISO) expedites its ongoing development of clear definitions of manufactured nanomaterials including but not limited to size characteristics.

18. Producers to provide appropriate information about the content of manufactured nanomaterials in order to inform consumers about potential risks through product labeling and, as appropriate, websites and databases. 
19. Governments, intergovernmental, international organizations and nongovernmental organizations, industry and other stakeholders support these recommendations.

20. Intergovernmental organizations and other relevant organizations consider how they may assist governments to implement these recommendations.

21. The second session of the International Conference on Chemicals Management (ICCM2) consider these recommendations for further actions.

+++++
The Final Report of Forum VI - Executive Summary  containing the resolutions, statements, recommendations and agreed actions is available at:
http://www.who.int/ifcs/documents/forums/forum6/report/en/index.html 
The Final Report of Forum VI will be available (in UN languages) on the IFCS Forum VI web site at: 

http://www.who.int/ifcs/forums/six/en/index.html



	Questionnaire for Governments and organizations on emerging chemicals management issues

for possible consideration by the International Conference on Chemicals Management at its second session
	Please return by 31 August 2008 to:


SAICM secretariat

11–13 chemin des Anémones

CH-1219 Châtelaine, Geneva

Switzerland

Tel: +41 22 917 86 31

Fax: +41 22 797 34 60

E-mail: saicm@chemicals.unep.ch

	Issue 

(Brief title)

Substitution and Alternatives

	Submitter

(Government or organization, address, contact name)
Intergovernmental Forum on Chemical Safety (IFCS)
c/o WHO 20, Avenue Appia
CH-1211 Geneva 27
Switzerland
Tel: +41 22 7913650/3873 
Fax: +41 22 791 4875
Email:  ifcs@who.int mailto:ifcs@who.int>
Website: www.ifcs.ch http://www.ifcs.ch/
Dr Judy A. Stober
Executive Secretary


	State the problem

(Briefly describe the emerging issue and why it is a priority for cooperative action. Cite any key studies or authorities that are relevant in this regard. Attach a supplementary document with further details if needed.)

There is a need to promote and support the development and implementation of, and further innovation in, environmentally sound and safer alternatives, including cleaner production, informed substitution of chemicals of particular concern and non-chemical alternatives to achieve, by 2020, that chemicals are used and produced in ways that lead to the minimization of significant adverse effects on human health and the environment and to support, in particular, the implementation of existing multilateral environmental agreements (MEAs). MEAs in the chemicals policy area advocate or mandate substitution and the use of alternatives. 

Substitution has been one of the tools for the protection of the environment virtually since the beginning of environmental policy. To replace harmful substances and processes with less harmful ones or with non-chemical alternatives, can be an effective strategy to reduce risks to human health and the environment. Substitution is thus a strategy of risk reduction through implementing solutions to prevent human and environmental exposure to certain chemical hazards while still achieving the intended goal. In other words: substitution is not a goal on its own. Moreover in most cases of chemicals management there are several paths for achieving a specific goal or service which offer the possibility to choose among various alternatives according to specific criteria. 
Substitution is a common and inherent process of technological development, industrial business and innovation. The ability to substitute one chemical product should be approached on a life-cycle basis with a consideration of the risks, costs and benefits of substitution. It is important to assure that recommendations on substitution include a focus on performance of alternatives, and possible use of incentives as options to encourage a transition, particularly to encourage an understanding of what societal tradeoffs are to be expected. Beside the economic drivers, such as increase in resource-efficiency, improvement of the environmental and toxicological profile of industrial activities should be a reason to substitute a chemical substance or its application with more favorable substances/technologies. These alternative solutions shall not be seen as being restricted to chemical-based options. 

Ref:

· Thought Starter - Substitution and alternatives (IFCS/FORUM-VI/02 TS, in UN languages, http://www.who.int/ifcs/documents/forums/forum6/meet_docs/en/index.html )

· International agreements concerning substitution and use of alternatives (IFCS/FORUM-VI/02 TS, in English, French, Spanish, http://www.who.int/ifcs/documents/forums/forum6/meet_docs/en/index.html)



	Action so far

(Summarize any action taken so far, including, for example, guidance issued, preventive actions undertaken, bans or restrictions at the national level, or current consideration at the international level by bodies such as the Stockholm Convention Persistent Organic Pollutant Review Committee or the Rotterdam Convention Chemical Review Committee, and other intergovernmental working groups. Attach a supplementary document with further details if needed.)

I.     A plenary session on substitution and alternatives is organized for Forum VI to be held 15-19 September 2008 in Dakar. The objectives of the plenary session is to raise awareness and discuss substitution (both chemical and non-chemical alternatives) as a proven and effective instrument to lower risks, in a multi-perspective, multi-stakeholder way; to identify and analyse potential triggers and drivers of substitution processes including analytical tools supporting prioritization and subsequent decision making; to determine ways and approaches to implement substitution, and to discuss process mechanisms for substitution, particularly for resource poor countries.

Goals/objectives of a plenary session on the topic

· To raise awareness and discuss substitution by alternative substances and technologies as a proven and effective instrument to lower risks, in a multi-perspective, multi-stakeholder way. 

· To identify and analyze potential triggers and drivers of substitution processes. 

· To explore the need to establish a clear picture of existing definitions and approaches towards substitution and alternatives and consider presenting these in the form of recommendations in what might be called the Dakar Recommendations on Substitution and Alternatives.

· To discuss or share experiences on approaches or process mechanisms for substitution, particularly for resource poor countries, including methodological tools supporting prioritization and subsequent decision making. 

· To recommend measures in order to implement substitution as risk reduction strategies on the international, regional, national and company level. 

· To develop risk management strategies involving all stakeholders of the production- and use-chain of a chemical, mainly producers and users of a chemical and the users of the final product containing the chemical. The users of a final product are often the most important partners, because they know best, which alternatives render an adequate service and what advantages and disadvantages they have. 
Issues that proposed to be considered by the Forum

· Experiences and best practices regarding substitution as political instrument within national, regional and international frameworks,

· Experiences and best practices regarding substitution processes within industrial and agricultural applications of chemical substances,

· Specific cases where substitution was not effective in achieving its overall aim of lowering risk or resulted in detrimental product/process performance from a multi-stakeholder perspective,

· Ways and approaches to implement substitution, i.e. replacing harmful substances by less harmful ones or by non chemical alternatives and risky applications and processes by less risky ones,
·  Approaches to substituting absolutely, as soon as possible, substances that in the long run do irreversible harm to human health or the environment, such as carcinogenic, mutagenic, or reproductively-toxic (CMR) substances, persistent and bioaccumulative substances or known endocrine disrupters,

· Mechanisms existing or needed for informing importing countries (other countries in general?) of substitutes available for chemicals being exported and/or currently used in other countries, e.g. alternatives data base readily accessible for all countries.

· Guidance on assessing chemical risks and potential harm based not merely on hazard data, but also on the use context,
 

· Process/mechanism for ensuring the substitution/alternative identified is truly less harmful in the short and long term, 

· Criteria and methodologies to select and compare alternatives for different uses and processes, 

· Resources for substitution (information and training in form of databases, clearinghouses, technical support, seminars etc.), 

· Benefits of substitution for companies (economic, technical, organizational, marketing, regulatory, etc.), for workers, for society, etc., 

· Identify needs of different stakeholders of the substitution process, 

· Identify measures to implement substitution within chemical strategies on the international, regional, national and company level, 

· Support of substitution by national or international financial incentives (R&D, green taxes, financing of pilot processes or reference processes), 

· Good examples of benefits of substitution for companies (economic, technical, organizational, marketing, regulatory, etc), for workers, for society, etc.,

· Incentives for the substitution of harmful or possibly harmful (risk assessment controversial) chemicals: legal, administrative, economic, political, financial, user-based, etc., 

· Barriers to the substitution of harmful or possibly harmful (risk assessment controversial) chemicals: legal, administrative, economic, political, financial, user-based, etc. 
Ref:

· Thought Starter - Substitution and alternatives (IFCS/FORUM-VI/02 TS, in UN languages, http://www.who.int/ifcs/documents/forums/forum6/meet_docs/en/index.html )

· International agreements concerning substitution and use of alternatives (IFCS/FORUM-VI/02 TS, in English, French, Spanish, http://www.who.int/ifcs/documents/forums/forum6/meet_docs/en/index.html)
· Forum VI Plenary session on Substitution and Alternatives: abstracts and presentations are available on Forum VI web site http://www.who.int/ifcs/forums/six/en/index.html 

II.    Web portal to information and resources
Substitution & Alternatives – case studies examples & tools  http://www.who.int/ifcs/documents/standingcommittee/substitution/en/index.html 


	Proposed cooperative action

(Describe the proposed cooperative actions, or options for such actions, which ICCM is recommended to consider. Attach a supplementary document with further details if needed.)

Forum VI (15-19 September 2008) adopted the following recommendations on substitution on alternatives:

Dakar Recommendations on Substitution and Alternatives

Having met in Dakar at the invitation of the Government of Senegal at the sixth session of the Intergovernmental Forum on Chemical Safety from 15-19 September 2008,

Mindful of the overarching goal from the (WSSD) Johannesburg Summit Plan of Implementation: to achieve, by 2020, that chemicals are used and produced in ways that lead to the minimization of significant adverse effects on human health and the environment,

Defining substitution as the replacement or reduction of hazardous substances in products and processes by less hazardous or non-hazardous substances, or by achieving an equivalent functionality via technological or organizational measures, including the use of traditional low- and non-chemical practices,
Having regard to the Strategic Approach to International Chemicals Management (SAICM), in particular to paragraphs 14(j) and 15(g) of the Overarching Policy Strategy,

Recognizing that most existing multilateral environmental agreements, such as the Stockholm Convention, and many national regulatory policies in the chemicals policy area advocate or mandate substitution and the use of alternatives,

Building on the IFCS Forum V recommendations on Tools and Approaches for Applying Precaution in the Context of Chemicals Safety,  

Acknowledging the need to promote and support the development and implementation of, and further innovation in, environmentally sound and safer alternatives, including cleaner production, informed substitution of chemicals of particular concern and non-chemical alternatives,

Recognizing that some existing economic policies and other incentives work against substitution and support continued use of dangerous materials,
Considering the costs of inaction with regards to substitution of harmful materials as demonstrated by the global health effects of lead in petrol and paint,
Recognizing the challenges that exist for industry, government, and other stakeholders in developing and applying substitutes,
Understanding the important role of workers, communities and other stakeholders in providing critical information and implementing alternatives,
Taking into account the needs and situations of developing countries and countries with economies in transition to address chemical issues,

The Forum recommends the following actions:

1. For all stakeholders to inform, increase awareness and educate the public, media, enterprises, workers, regulators and administrations about alternative substances and technologies; 

2. For governments to support international regulatory frameworks to promote the substitution of dangerous substances, with clear objectives and timelines, supported by national plans;
3. For governments and international organizations to support culturally and economically appropriate tools, technical and administrative capacity of developing countries and countries with economies in transition to develop and adopt alternative substances and technologies;
4. For governments, international organizations, industry, and other stakeholders to promote global substitution of substances which have already been carried out in some parts of the world owing to their widely known and acknowledged harmful impacts on human health and the environment; 

5. For governments and international organizations to identify the substances and uses of highest priority concern (carcinogens, mutagens, endocrine disrupters, PBT, vPvB, sensitizers and neurotoxicants) through an international and publicly accessible database on hazardous properties of existing substances; 

6. For governments and international organizations to develop an international portal on substitution to raise awareness of a broad range of potential alternatives and to encourage adoption of tested, proven and documented alternatives. This portal should include tools and processes for alternatives assessment and an alternatives database that can be used across sectors and countries;  
7. For governments and international organizations to implement a transparent alternatives assessment process in considering exemptions for substances nominated for substitution in national and international chemicals agreements; 

8. For governments and international organizations to promote publicly accessible systems for collecting information on chemical uses through supply chains, including substances in articles; 

9. For governments to support research and development of safe and effective alternatives to chemicals or processes of particular concern by adopting tools such as subsidies and incentives that contribute to favourable regulatory framework and business conditions; 

10. For governments and other stakeholders to support the adoption of existing alternatives by a wide range of enterprises in developed, developing and countries in transition through a mixture of incentives, technical support and regulations taking into account sectoral driving and impeding factors; 
11. For governments, industry, and other stakeholders to provide mechanisms for training workers, plant operators, environment and health and safety officials and technicians, and others on substitution methodologies and implementation of safer alternatives; 

12. For governments and international organizations to establish an international technical support network to facilitate application of safer materials, processes and products in industrial and agricultural settings, via the UNIDO/UNEP Cleaner Production Centre network, agricultural support services and other agencies; 

13. For industry associations to encourage chemical producers to take responsibility for the impacts of their products throughout the entire life cycle; 

14. For governments, international organizations and industry to effectively engage product manufacturers and retailers and their supply chains in dialogue about development and application of safer alternatives at a global level; 

15. For governments and non-governmental organizations to strengthen the capacity of the civil society to promote effective and efficient advocacy for the formulation and implementation of alternative substances, technologies, and processes in all levels of economic development; and 

16. For governments and industry to ensure that potentially affected parties, particularly workers, are involved in substitution decision-making to ensure safer alternatives are implemented.

+++++
In addition, Forum VI adopted a Resolution for Eliminating Lead in Paint:

Dakar Resolution for Eliminating Lead in Paints

The sixth session of the Intergovernmental Forum on Chemical Safety (Forum VI),

Having met in Dakar, at the invitation of the Government of Senegal, from 15-19 September 2008,

Recognising that lead in paints poses serious risks to human health and the environment, and especially to the health of children,

Taking into account that most children exposed to lead live in developing countries and countries with economies in transition,

Recognising that household paints sold in developing countries contain lead,

Aware that safer and affordable alternatives already exist for lead in paints,

Affirming that many consumers especially in developing countries, are unaware of the dangers posed by lead in paints,

Noting that the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation of the World Summit on Sustainable Development paragraph 56 (b) supports the phasing out of lead in gasoline,
Applauding the important work of the Partnership for Clean Fuels and Vehicles (PCFV) in its implementation of paragraph 56 (b) of the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation of the World Summit on Sustainable Development,
Further noting that much progress has being made toward achieving a global phase out of lead in automotive fuels,
Recognising that the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation of the World Summit on Sustainable Development in paragraph 57 also calls for the phasing out of lead in lead-based paints and in other sources of human exposure, and calls for work to prevent, in particular, children's exposure to lead and to strengthen monitoring and surveillance efforts and the treatment of lead poisoning,
1. Decides that a global partnership to promote the implementation of the measures contained in paragraph 57 of the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation of the World Summit on Sustainable Development is essential, especially for developing countries and countries with economies in transition;
2. Further decides that such a partnership should be to support the phasing out of lead in lead-based paints;
3. Requests the Forum Standing Committee to establish an ad hoc Working Group following the lead sponsor approach to prepare draft Terms of Reference for a global partnership to be submitted to the second session of the International Conference on Chemicals Management (ICCM-2) for it to consider taking a decision to support concerted action to promote the implementation of the measures contained in the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation of the World Summit on Sustainable Development paragraph 57;
4. Invites the Governing Bodies of relevant intergovernmental organisations including UNEP and WHO to support and participate in such an initiative;
5. Invites the UNEP Governing Council at its 25th session to consider providing support for such concerted action. 

+++++
The Final Report of Forum VI - Executive Summary  containing the resolutions, statements, recommendations and agreed actions is available at:
http://www.who.int/ifcs/documents/forums/forum6/report/en/index.html 
The Final Report of Forum VI will be available (in UN languages) on the IFCS Forum VI web site at: 

http://www.who.int/ifcs/forums/six/en/index.html



	Questionnaire for Governments and organizations on emerging chemicals management issues

for possible consideration by the International Conference on Chemicals Management at its second session
	Please return by 31 August 2008 to:


SAICM secretariat

11–13 chemin des Anémones

CH-1219 Châtelaine, Geneva

Switzerland

Tel: +41 22 917 86 31

Fax: +41 22 797 34 60

E-mail: saicm@chemicals.unep.ch

	Issue 

(Brief title)

International transport of lead and cadmium via trade: an international concern?

	Submitter

(Government or organization, address, contact name)
Intergovernmental Forum on Chemical Safety (IFCS)
c/o WHO 20, Avenue Appia
CH-1211 Geneva 27
Switzerland
Tel: +41 22 7913650/3873 
Fax: +41 22 791 4875
Email:  ifcs@who.int mailto:ifcs@who.int>
Website: www.ifcs.ch http://www.ifcs.ch/
Dr Judy A. Stober
Executive Secretary

	State the problem

(Briefly describe the emerging issue and why it is a priority for cooperative action. Cite any key studies or authorities that are relevant in this regard. Attach a supplementary document with further details if needed.)

The toxicity and eco-toxicity of lead and cadmium and their routes of exposure have been extensively studied and described by national governments and international bodies. Lead and cadmium can be toxic at very low exposure levels and have both acute and chronic effects on human health and the environment.  Health and environmental harms caused by exposure to lead and cadmium throughout their lifecycles occur every day around the world.  Exposure to lead and cadmium ores, compounds, and products and wastes containing lead and cadmium that place people and wild flora and fauna at risk are well documented and occur in most, if not all, countries of the world. 
Global trade in products and materials is expanding dramatically. The trade flows of lead and cadmium and products and wastes containing them are complex due to rapid globalization. Global use of ores, compounds, products, and wastes continues apace for cadmium, and is increasing for lead.  Electronic wastes, the fastest growing component of municipal waste worldwide, are exported to countries that are unable to manage them in an environmentally sound manner.  

There is a need to examine whether the dispersal of lead and cadmium through international trade of these metals as commodities and in products and wastes may warrant coordinated international action to protect human health and the environment.  There is a need to consider whether international trade in lead and cadmium may lead to problems that cannot be addressed by countries acting alone, whether those problems may rise to the level of an international concern, and thus whether they call for a coordinated international approach to addressing them.
Ref:

· Thought Starter - International Transport of Lead and Cadmium via trade:  an International concern? (IFCS/FORUM-VI/03 TS, in UN languages, http://www.who.int/ifcs/documents/forums/forum6/meet_docs/en/index.html )
· Lead and Cadmium Reference List, Complementary document to the Forum VI Thought Starter: International transport of lead & cadmium via trade:  an international concern? (IFCS/FORUM-VI/7 INF,  http://www.who.int/ifcs/documents/forums/forum6/meet_docs/en/index.html )
· UNEP update of PB & CD activities based on our mandate from Governing Council UNEP  (IFCS/FORUM-VI/12 INF,  http://www.who.int/ifcs/documents/forums/forum6/meet_docs/en/index.html )


	Action so far

(Summarize any action taken so far, including, for example, guidance issued, preventive actions undertaken, bans or restrictions at the national level, or current consideration at the international level by bodies such as the Stockholm Convention Persistent Organic Pollutant Review Committee or the Rotterdam Convention Chemical Review Committee, and other intergovernmental working groups. Attach a supplementary document with further details if needed.)

A plenary session on substitution and alternatives is organized for Forum VI to be held 15-19 September 2008 in Dakar.
The objective of the Forum VI session on lead and cadmium is to examine whether the dispersal of lead and cadmium through international trade of these metals as commodities and in products and wastes may warrant coordinated international action to protect human health and the environment.  The Forum is requested to consider whether such trade may lead to problems that cannot be addressed by countries acting alone, whether those problems may rise to the level of an international concern, and thus whether they call for a coordinated international approach to addressing them.  The Forum may wish to examine this question from the point of view of both producing and consuming countries, and especially developing countries and countries in transition.

If the Forum concludes that adverse effects related to mobility of these metals through international trade may warrant coordinated international action, then the Forum may wish to consider what additional steps or actions may be desirable, including the means for their implementation.

The Forum VI session on lead and cadmium responds to the requests of the World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD), UNEP Governing Council and Forum V to identify effective ways to reduce exposure and to promote reduction of risks. The session is intended to complement other ongoing United Nations work on lead and cadmium by providing input to discussions on the subject that may take place in 2009 at the second International Conference on Chemicals Management (ICCM-2) and the Twenty-Fifth Session of the UNEP Governing Council.

Ref:

· Thought Starter - International Transport of Lead and Cadmium via trade:  an International concern? (IFCS/FORUM-VI/03 TS, in UN languages, http://www.who.int/ifcs/documents/forums/forum6/meet_docs/en/index.html )
· Lead and Cadmium Reference List, Complementary document to the Forum VI Thought Starter: International transport of lead & cadmium via trade:  an international concern? (IFCS/FORUM-VI/7 INF,  http://www.who.int/ifcs/documents/forums/forum6/meet_docs/en/index.html )
· UNEP update of PB & CD activities based on our mandate from Governing Council UNEP  (IFCS/FORUM-VI/12 INF,  http://www.who.int/ifcs/documents/forums/forum6/meet_docs/en/index.html )
· Forum VI Plenary session on International Transport of Lead and Cadmium via trade: an International Concern?: abstracts and presentations are available on Forum VI web site http://www.who.int/ifcs/forums/six/en/index.html 



	Proposed cooperative action

(Describe the proposed cooperative actions, or options for such actions, which ICCM is recommended to consider. Attach a supplementary document with further details if needed.)

Forum VI was unable to fully address the question of international concerns of international transport of lead and cadmium via trade during its session, therefore Forum VI accepted a Chair's Summary to reflect the views expressed and the types of actions that may be needed. The Chair's Summary is presented below.

+++

International Transport of Lead and Cadmium Via Trade:

An International Concern?

Chair’s Summary

1. Objective of the Session

Based upon the decisions of the UNEP Governing Council (22/4 and 24/3), paragraph 57 of the WSSD POI (Plan of Implementation), the Budapest Statement on Heavy Metals of the Fifth Forum of the IFCS, the objective of the session was to provide a platform for further consideration of the question on whether the international transport of lead and cadmium via trade rises to the level of an international concern and thus warrants coordinated international action.

2. Presentations at the Plenary Session

· Outcome of the Budapest Conference on Heavy Metals Relevant to International Transport of Lead and Cadmium Via Trade (Georg Karlaganis, FOEN, Switzerland)

· Overview of issues and concepts presented in Thought Starter meeting paper (Erika Rosenthal, CIEL, USA)  

· Cooperation and Partnership: “The ILMC Experience” (Brian Wilson, International Lead Management Center, UK)
· Cadmium: Just Facts (Patrick de Metz, SAFT, France)

· Lead and Cadmium:  Global Impacts Through E-waste (Ravi Agarwal, Toxics Link, India)

· Study on the Possible Effects on Human Health and the Environment in Africa of the Trade of Products Containing Lead, Cadmium and Mercury (Kaj Madsen, UNEP and Anne Nkwimba Magashi, ARSCP, Tanzania)
· Presumption of Safety:  Limits of Federal Policies on Toxic Substances in Consumer Products (Joel Tickner, University of Massachusetts Lowell, USA)

· Zambia Action to Minimize Heavy Metals (Lead and Cadmium) in Dairy Products, Fertilizer, Paints and Other Foods (Michael Musenga, Environmental Health Officer, Zambia)

· Implications of International Trade on the Better Environmental Sustainability Targets (BEST) Certification for Lead Battery Manufacturers (Perry Gottesfeld, OK International, USA) 

· The Basel Convention: A Key Instrument in Addressing Cadmium and Lead Wastes (Ibrahim Shafii, Scientific and Technical Program Officer, Secretariat of the Basel Convention)
· Lead and Cadmium Issues in Peru and Latin America (Jaime Delgado Zegarra, Peruvian Association of Consumers Unions, ASPEC, Peru)

3. Process – Forum VI

A Thought Starter paper for the session was prepared by an ad hoc working group of the IFCS.  The Thought Starter suggested a framework for analysis of the session topic: whether the international transport of lead and cadmium via trade presents and international concern that warrants coordinated international action. 

At Forum VI, the Lead Sponsor (Government of Germany) requested the President of the IFCS to form a working group to further discuss the session topic, and was requested to facilitate the discussions of the working group.   The working group met and held a series of intensive deliberations and exchanges of views.  There was considerable discussion with regard to question of whether sufficient data currently exists for political decision-making. Moreover, significant discussion centered on the inability of developing countries and countries with economies in transition with limited chemicals management capacity, to effectively address problems arising from the international transport of lead and cadmium via trade through unilateral action alone.  

The group was unable to fully address the question of international concerns during its deliberations at Forum VI, therefore it was agreed to draft a Chair’s summary to reflect the views expressed during the working group, including the types of actions that may be needed.

The Chair wishes to thank the participants of the group for their efforts and cooperation.

4. The following reflects elements upon which the group agreed:

· The desirability of an integrated, lifecycle approach for addressing the risks presented by lead and cadmium throughout their lifecycles; 

· The need for efforts by Governments and other relevant stakeholders to reduce risks to human health and the environment of lead and cadmium throughout the life cycle of those substances.  

· The request to governments, intergovernmental organizations and the private sector to provide financial support to the developing countries and the countries with economy in transition for their capacity building.

· The encouragement of governments and private entities to take measures, within their capacities, to take measures to promote the environmentally sound management of products and waste containing lead and cadmium.  
· The call to governments for the strengthening of consumer protection from risks of lead and cadmium, for example via awareness raising and enhancing standard setting.
5. The following reflects elements upon which the group did not reach consensus but for which there was significant support:
· That producers phase out the production and use of lead-containing paints, toys, jewelry, pipes for the delivery of drinking water and the production and use of cadmium containing jewelry.

· The consideration by governments and producers of other measures to reduce the health and environmental risks of lead and cadmium throughout their lifecycles, including for example, the establishment of extended producer responsibility initiatives and recycling certification programs for lead acid batteries; 

· The encouragement of exporting countries and private entities to provide information on the lead and cadmium content and risks to importing parties and all interested stakeholders, e.g. by introducing and promoting safety data sheets, certification programs, databases and labeling schemes.

· The need for governments and private sector to consider measures at the national, regional and global level to promote the substitution of lead and cadmium containing products by safe and feasible alternatives; 

· That the UNEP Governing Council at its 25th session, and the second meeting of the International Conference on Chemical Management, should further reflect upon the these needs and action items to address risks caused by international transport of lead and cadmium via as a basis for consideration of further response.
+++++

The Final Report of Forum VI - Executive Summary  containing the resolutions, statements, recommendations and agreed actions is available at:

http://www.who.int/ifcs/documents/forums/forum6/report/en/index.html 

The Final Report of Forum VI will be available (in UN languages) on the IFCS Forum VI web site at: 

http://www.who.int/ifcs/forums/six/en/index.html
 


	Questionnaire for Governments and organizations on emerging chemicals management issues

for possible consideration by the International Conference on Chemicals Management at its second session
	Please return by 31 August 2008 to:


SAICM secretariat

11–13 chemin des Anémones

CH-1219 Châtelaine, Geneva

Switzerland

Tel: +41 22 917 86 31

Fax: +41 22 797 34 60

E-mail: saicm@chemicals.unep.ch

	Issue 

(Brief title)

Ecologically based Integrated Pest Management and Integrated Vector Management: key elements of pesticide risk reduction strategies

	Submitter

(Government or organization, address, contact name)
Intergovernmental Forum on Chemical Safety (IFCS)
c/o WHO 20, Avenue Appia
CH-1211 Geneva 27
Switzerland
Tel: +41 22 7913650/3873 
Fax: +41 22 791 4875
Email:  ifcs@who.int mailto:ifcs@who.int>
Website: www.ifcs.ch http://www.ifcs.ch/
Dr Judy A. Stober
Executive Secretary


	State the problem

(Briefly describe the emerging issue and why it is a priority for cooperative action. Cite any key studies or authorities that are relevant in this regard. Attach a supplementary document with further details if needed.)

There is strong and broad evidence that Integrated Pest Management (IPM) and Integrated Vector Management (IVM) offer valid alternatives for conventional pest and vector control that tend to rely on use of pesticides.  As such, these approaches can make substantial contributions to reduction in the use of pesticides and associated risks.

There is a need for global support to strengthen IPM and IVM through policy reform, capacity building, and education. There is a need for countries and regions around the world to take the necessary legislative and/or administrative measures to achieve pesticide risk reduction through reduced use of chemical insecticides and selection of less hazardous products when use of pesticides is deemed justified. Replacement of pesticides by environmentally and ecologically friendly measures such as biological control and environment management, are an important element of strategies to reduce reliance on pesticides.

Ref:
· Thought Starter - Thought Starter - Ecologically based Integrated Pest Management and Integrated Vector Management:  key elements of pesticide risk reduction strategies (IFCS/FORUM-VI/04 TS, in UN languages, http://www.who.int/ifcs/documents/forums/forum6/meet_docs/en/index.html )


	Action so far

(Summarize any action taken so far, including, for example, guidance issued, preventive actions undertaken, bans or restrictions at the national level, or current consideration at the international level by bodies such as the Stockholm Convention Persistent Organic Pollutant Review Committee or the Rotterdam Convention Chemical Review Committee, and other intergovernmental working groups. Attach a supplementary document with further details if needed.)

I.   A plenary session on Ecologically based Integrated Pest Management and Integrated Vector Management:  key elements of pesticide risk reduction strategies is organized for Forum VI to be held 15-19 September 2008 in Dakar.

The purpose of the session at Forum VI is to support and encourage governments, intergovernmental organizations, non-governmental organizations and the private sector to strengthen the role of IPM and IVM in pesticide risk reduction strategies, while maintaining the potential for agricultural pest and vector-borne disease control.  The overall objectives of the session are to:

-    
describe the key features of ecologically sound pest management through IPM and IVM;

-
provide information on existing IPM and IVM programmes;

-
provide information on various stakeholders, programmes and activities contributing to 
implementing best practices in IPM and IVM;

-
describe case studies of successful implementation of IPM and IVM;

-
identify opportunities and challenges for broader application of IPM and IVM;

-
consider policy and institutional impediments and how these could be addressed;

-
consider ways and means to strengthen inter-sectoral collaboration and regional and international cooperation.

Ref:
· Thought Starter - Thought Starter - Ecologically based Integrated Pest Management and Integrated Vector Management:  key elements of pesticide risk reduction strategies (IFCS/FORUM-VI/04 TS, in UN languages, http://www.who.int/ifcs/documents/forums/forum6/meet_docs/en/index.html ) 

· Forum VI Plenary session on Ecologically based Integrated Pest Management and Integrated Vector Management:  key elements of pesticide risk reduction strategies: abstracts and presentations are available on Forum VI web site http://www.who.int/ifcs/forums/six/en/index.html 

II:   Acutely Toxic Pesticides: A global Guide to Resources for Implementing Forum IV Recommendations http://www.who.int/ifcs/champions/guide_resources/en/index.html 


	Proposed cooperative action

(Describe the proposed cooperative actions, or options for such actions, which ICCM is recommended to consider. Attach a supplementary document with further details if needed.)

Forum VI (15-19 September 2008) adopted the following recommendations on Integrated Pest Management and Integrated Vector Management.
Dakar Recommendations on Ecologically Based Integrated Pest Management and Integrated Vector Management: Key Elements of Pesticide Risk Reduction Strategies

Having met in Dakar at the invitation of the Government of Senegal at the sixth session of the Intergovernmental Forum on Chemical Safety from 15-19 September, 2008, 

Taking into account the Forum Priorities for Action on the establishment of risk reduction programmes, including:

“To protect health and the environment (including surface and groundwater), countries should establish ecologically sound and integrated strategies for the management of pest and , where appropriate, vectors for communicable diseases”,

Recalling that the Strategic Approach to International Chemicals Management (SAICM) Global Plan of Action includes several activities to implement ecologically sound and integrated approaches for the management of crop pests and vectors of human and animal disease,

Emphasizing the contributions of  ecologically based Integrated Pest Management(IPM) and Integrated Vector Management(IVM) as key elements of pesticide risk reduction strategies,

Recognizing the major achievements in IPM and IVM, as well as challenges and opportunities in promoting and implementing these approaches as key elements of pesticide risk reduction strategies,

Considering the role of IPM and IVM in policies of international organizations such as the  FAO and WHO and other relevant international and regional organizations, as well as ongoing national and regional activities, including those of governmental and non-governmental organizations,

Taking into account the special situations of developing countries and countries with economies in transition and international cooperation for capacity building programmes to carry out pest and vector control needs assessments, using the approaches  developed by the FAO, WHO and other relevant bodies;

The Forum recommends the following actions,

1. governments and other stakeholders to adopt a pesticide use-reduction strategy as the first step in risk reduction;

2. governments, international organizations and nongovernmental organizations to consider IPM and IVM as preferred options in responding to challenges posed by potential increases in crop pests and vector borne disease transmission due to climate change; 

3. governments, international organizations and nongovernmental organizations to ensure the sustainability of IPM and IVM achievements by implementing participatory approaches that aim at community empowerment;

4. governments to establish intersectoral and cross-border collaboration in the development and implementation of IPM and IVM; 

5. governments to develop the necessary regulatory and institutional framework in order to facilitate ecologically based IPM and IVM;

6. donor countries and institutions to support capacity building to conduct environmental and health impact and risk assessment and monitoring; 

7. governments and donors to promote activities to increase awareness of the health risks and adverse effects of pesticide use and to build capacity of rural health workers to recognize and address such adverse effects; 

8. governments to develop mechanisms for supporting and encouraging technical and financial assistance and public and private investments in  ecological alternatives in pest management (including IPM and IVM) in differing country contexts; 

9. governments to develop national strategies to mobilize national and external resources and to raise the importance placed on ecological pest and vector management; 

10. countries to analyse their pest and pesticide management policies and identify areas for reform in order to eliminate any unjustifiable incentives for pesticide use and to support the development and implementation of IPM and IVM; 

11. donor countries and institutions to consider supporting research and development programmes for ecological pest management including research to support the economic viability of ecologically based IPM and IVM as key elements of pesticide risk reduction strategies, and to apply existing research results; 

12. governments to strengthen their planning and development with an IVM component that combines planning criteria, impact assessment methods and the deployment of housing design and  management approaches ensuring reduced vector-borne disease transmission risks and leaving chemical interventions restricted to rare outbreak situations when the spread of disease has to be curbed rapidly; 

13. WHO and FAO to strengthen their policy basis for IPM and IVM in support of programmes on plant production and protection, disease prevention and control, and chemical risk reduction in member states; 

14. ensure civil society representation in formulating, carrying out and monitoring ecologically-based IPM and IVM programs; 

15. governments, international organizations and nongovernmental organizations, industry and other stakeholders to mainstream IPM and IVM in relevant programmes, and promote capacity building, training, technology transfer and sharing of information on IPM and IVM; 

16. adopt a pro-active approach to involve the agricultural and health sector in SAICM implementation and other strategies or programmes aimed at chemicals risk reduction in order to capture the potential offered by IPM and IVM; 

The Forum invites the International Conference on Chemicals Management (ICCM) and other relevant entities and organizations to consider these recommendations for further action.

+++++

The Final Report of Forum VI - Executive Summary  containing the resolutions, statements, recommendations and agreed actions is available at:

http://www.who.int/ifcs/documents/forums/forum6/report/en/index.html 

The Final Report of Forum VI will be available (in UN languages) on the IFCS Forum VI web site at: 

http://www.who.int/ifcs/forums/six/en/index.html



	Questionnaire for Governments and organizations on emerging chemicals management issues

for possible consideration by the International Conference on Chemicals Management at its second session
	Please return by 31 August 2008 to:


SAICM secretariat

11–13 chemin des Anémones

CH-1219 Châtelaine, Geneva

Switzerland

Tel: +41 22 917 86 31

Fax: +41 22 797 34 60

E-mail: saicm@chemicals.unep.ch

	Issue 

(Brief title)

Climate change and the sound management of chemicals

	Submitter

(Government or organization, address, contact name)
Intergovernmental Forum on Chemical Safety (IFCS)
c/o WHO 20, Avenue Appia
CH-1211 Geneva 27
Switzerland
Tel: +41 22 7913650/3873 
Fax: +41 22 791 4875
Email:  ifcs@who.int mailto:ifcs@who.int>
Website: www.ifcs.ch http://www.ifcs.ch/
Dr Judy A. Stober
Executive Secretary


	State the problem

(Briefly describe the emerging issue and why it is a priority for cooperative action. Cite any key studies or authorities that are relevant in this regard. Attach a supplementary document with further details if needed.)

The emerging and unprecedented public health threat of accelerating climate change may significantly alter global and local development, use, distribution, and degradation of chemicals in ways that could affect human health.   Little has been published to date addressing issues of climate change and chemical safety.  How climate change may alter human exposure to chemicals should be examined and those who may be at particular risk of harm identified so that preventive actions can be taken to reduce adverse health impacts.


	Action so far

(Summarize any action taken so far, including, for example, guidance issued, preventive actions undertaken, bans or restrictions at the national level, or current consideration at the international level by bodies such as the Stockholm Convention Persistent Organic Pollutant Review Committee or the Rotterdam Convention Chemical Review Committee, and other intergovernmental working groups. Attach a supplementary document with further details if needed.)

Publication of an awareness raising brochure (English, French, Spanish)
Managing Chemicals in a changing climate to protect health

IFCS Children & Chemical Safety Champions, Author: Katherine Shea MD, MPH

Contributors: Lilian Corra MD, Jenny Pronczuk MD, Marie-Noel Brune MSc  
http://www.who.int/ifcs/en/  and  http://www.who.int/ifcs/documents/forums/forum4/children/en/index.html 


	Proposed cooperative action

(Describe the proposed cooperative actions, or options for such actions, which ICCM is recommended to consider. Attach a supplementary document with further details if needed.)
Statement by brochure authors (see previous section):

As work progresses to improve chemical management from the local to international level, the changes in chemical risk associated with accelerating global climate change must be placed permanently on the agenda.   

In the past, many chemicals have been used without sufficient knowledge and consideration of the cost to human health and ecosystem function.  Even now, capacities and capabilities of many countries to protect their citizens from the potential adverse effects of chemicals and soundly manage the use of chemicals are inadequate; facing the new and expanded problems posed by climate change these countries most certainly will be additionally challenged. Information and training will be needed to ensure the sound management and use of newly developed chemicals, or existing chemicals used in new locations or applications. Targeted research and application of a precautionary approach are essential to protect human health and ecosystem integrity from harm as we strive to protect the future.




� While these topics were proposed, some participants expressed concerned with the proposals marked with a reference to footnote 1.  Some concerns also applied to sub-bulleted lists.


� One participant noted that this might be better addressed through SAICM’s Overarching Policy Strategy (OPS) 14(d) objective regarding prioritization of such substances for assessment.


� "To ensure by 2020, that chemicals or chemical uses that pose an unreasonable and otherwise unmanageable risk to human health and the environment8 based on a science�based risk assessment and taking into account the costs and benefits as well as the availability of safer substitutes and their efficacy, are no longer produced or used for such uses;"


8“Groups of chemicals that might be prioritized for assessment and related studies include: persistent, bioaccumulative and toxic substances (PBTs): very persistent and very bioaccumulative substances; chemicals that are carcinogens or mutagens or that adversely affect, inter alia the reproductive, endocrine, immune or nervous systems: persistent organic pollutants (POPs), mercury and other chemicals of global concern; chemicals produced or used in high volumes; those subject to wide dispersive uses; and other chemicals of concern at the national level.”








� Some participants noted that this issue might be linked to the “Metals” topic.


� Outcome of the UNEP Symposium on illegal international traffic in hazardous chemicals, Prague, Czech Republic (6-8 Nov. 2006) should be considered


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.chem.unep.ch/saicm " ��http://www.chem.unep.ch/saicm � 





� Some chemicals may not be “risky” when used in a controlled environment with all the required protective mechanisms which are not always available in developing country use contexts. Thus alternatives/substitution may be necessary for a chemical used in one country, but may not necessarily be the case for another.








� � HYPERLINK "http://www.dep.no/md/nsc/" ��http://www.dep.no/md/nsc/�


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.un.org/esa/sustdev/documents/agenda21/index.htm" ��http://www.un.org/esa/sustdev/documents/agenda21/index.htm�


� International Conference on Chemicals Management, Dubai, United Arab Emirates, 4 to 6 February 2006; � HYPERLINK "http://www.chem.unep.ch/saicm" ��http://www.chem.unep.ch/saicm� 


   Over Arching Policy Strategy (adopted) - 


IV.	Objectives 


A.	Risk reduction 


14.	The objectives of the Strategic Approach with regard to risk reduction are: 


(e)	Appropriately to apply  the precautionary approach, as set out in Principle 15 of the Rio Declaration on Environment and Development, while aiming to achieve that chemicals are used  or produced in ways that lead to the minimization of significant adverse effects on human health and the environment. 


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.johannesburgsummit.org/" ��http://www.johannesburgsummit.org/�


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.euro.who.int/budapest2004" ��http://www.euro.who.int/budapest2004�


� For example, through the POPs Convention - � HYPERLINK "http://www.pops.int/" ��http://www.pops.int/�


� � HYPERLINK "http://reports.eea.europa.eu/environmental_issue_report_2001_22/en" ��http://reports.eea.europa.eu/environmental_issue_report_2001_22/en�


� � HYPERLINK "http://europa.eu.int/comm/environment/docum/20001_en.htm" ��http://europa.eu.int/comm/environment/docum/20001_en.htm�


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.pco-bcp.gc.ca/default.asp?Language=E&Page=publications&Sub=precaution&Doc=precaution_e.htm" ��http://www.pco-bcp.gc.ca/default.asp?Language=E&Page=publications&Sub=precaution&Doc=precaution_e.htm�


� In November 1999, the Austrian Federal Ministry for Agriculture, Forestry, Environment and Water Management hosted an international conference on “The Role of Precaution in Chemicals Policy”.


� The Precautionary Principle in Switzerland and Internationally, Synthesis Paper by the Interdepartment Working Group on the Precautionary Principle, August 2003 (available June 2006)


�HYPERLINK http://www.umwelt-schweiz.ch/buwal/eng/fachgebiete/fg_internat/globales/entwicklung/index.html ��http://www.umwelt-schweiz.ch/buwal/eng/fachgebiete/fg_internat/globales/entwicklung/index.html�


� For example the NewS Project in Sweden - http://www.infra.kth.se/fil/news/index.htm


� See for example US EPA’s Office of Children’s Health Protection - � HYPERLINK "http://yosemite.epa.gov/ochp/ochpweb.nsf/content/homepage.htm" ��http://yosemite.epa.gov/ochp/ochpweb.nsf/content/homepage.htm� and Sustainable Futures Program for new chemical design - � HYPERLINK "http://www.epa.gov/oppt/newchems/pubs/sustainablefutures.htm" ��http://www.epa.gov/oppt/newchems/pubs/sustainablefutures.htm� 


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.who.int/ifcs/documents/forums/forum3/en/index.html" ��http://www.who.int/ifcs/documents/forums/forum3/en/index.html� 


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.who.int/ifcs/documents/forums/forum3/en/index.html" ��http://www.who.int/ifcs/documents/forums/forum3/en/index.html�


� Some countries preferred the word “considered”, the majority of participants adopted the word “applied”.





�"Chemical Safety in a Vulnerable World"  Forum IV.  Fourth Session of the Intergovernmental Forum on Chemical Safety.  Bangkok, Thailand, 1-7 November 2005. Final Report. IFCS/ForumIV/16W.  Available at  � HYPERLINK "http://www.who.int/ifcs/documents/forums/forum4/en/f4rep_en.pdf" ��http://www.who.int/ifcs/documents/forums/forum4/en/f4rep_en.pdf�   Accessed 13 May 2006





�IFCS FCS Working Group Chaired by Hungary.  Protecting Children from Harmful Chemical Exposures;  Chemical Safety and Children's Health.  IFCS/FORUM-IV/11 INF 7 October 2003.  Available at  � HYPERLINK "http://www.who.int/ifcs/documents/forums/forum4/en/11inf_en.pdf" ��http://www.who.int/ifcs/documents/forums/forum4/en/11inf_en.pdf�   Accessed 13 May 2006
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