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Dakar Resolution for Eliminating Lead in Paints




Dakar Resolution for Eliminating Lead in Paints

The sixth session of the Intergovernmental Forum on Chemical Safety (Forum VI),

Having met in Dakar, at the invitation of the Government of Senegal, from 15-19 September 2008,

Recognising that lead in paints poses serious risks to human health and the environment, and especially to the health of children,

Taking into account that most children exposed to lead live in developing countries and countries with economies in transition,

Recognising that household paints sold in developing countries contain lead,

Aware that safer and affordable alternatives already exist for lead in paints,

Affirming that many consumers especially in developing countries, are unaware of the dangers posed by lead in paints,

Noting that the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation of the World Summit on Sustainable Development paragraph 56 (b) supports the phasing out of lead in gasoline,
Applauding the important work of the Partnership for Clean Fuels and Vehicles (PCFV) in its implementation of paragraph 56 (b) of the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation of the World Summit on Sustainable Development,
Further noting that much progress has being made toward achieving a global phase out of lead in automotive fuels,
Recognising that the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation of the World Summit on Sustainable Development in paragraph 57 also calls for the phasing out of lead in lead-based paints and in other sources of human exposure, and calls for work to prevent, in particular, children's exposure to lead and to strengthen monitoring and surveillance efforts and the treatment of lead poisoning,
1. Decides that a global partnership to promote the implementation of the measures contained in paragraph 57 of the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation of the World Summit on Sustainable Development is essential, especially for developing countries and countries with economies in transition;
2. Further decides that such a partnership should be to support the phasing out of lead in lead-based paints;
3. Requests the Forum Standing Committee to establish an ad hoc Working Group following the lead sponsor approach to prepare draft Terms of Reference for a global partnership to be submitted to the second session of the International Conference on Chemicals Management (ICCM-2) for it to consider taking a decision to support concerted action to promote the implementation of the measures contained in the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation of the World Summit on Sustainable Development paragraph 57;
4. Invites the Governing Bodies of relevant intergovernmental organisations including UNEP and WHO to support and participate in such an initiative;
5. Invites the UNEP Governing Council at its 25th session to consider providing support for such concerted action. 
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