TRUST FOR LEAD POISONING PREVENTION 
PROPOSED GLOBAL LEAD PARTNERSHIP – ICCM-2 POLICY STATEMENT

Statement of Interest and Support:  The Trust For Lead Poisoning Prevention (“Trust”) generally supports the recommended establishment of a global partnership to phase out lead in paint.  The Trust was a member of the International Forum on Chemical Safety’s Working Group (WG) and a co-sponsor of the Information Paper the WG submitted in preparation for this second International Conference on Chemicals Management (ICCM-2).
The Trust has been an active participant in international and regional fora over the past decade and a half and has been instrumental in placing lead poisoning prevention as a priority for the international community (see Over for a description of the Trust).  From its inception, the Trust has catalyzed awareness-raising campaigns to call attention to the underestimated or ignored contribution of lead-based paint to the international dimensions of lead poisoning, an underestimation partially attributable to the erroneously assumed effectiveness of the international white lead-based paint treaty executed in the 1920’s and exacerbated by the rising incidence of paint applications in cultures that historically have not used paint.  The Trust has been active in utilizing successful lead-based paint hazard control laws and programs in the U. S. as instructive models and best practices for coordinated internationalized initiatives.

Principles for an Effective Partnership:  In order to make a difference,  the lead in paint partnership must incorporate the following principles and guidelines:
1.  Focus on implementation -- Because technical information and data are not self-executing, the partnership needs to highlight the regulatory frameworks and programmatic tools that can translate knowledge into actual solutions to lead poisoning.
2.  Do not “reinvent the wheel”:  Recommend implementation policies based on the International Action Plan for Preventing Lead Poisoning – The Trust’s International Action Plan (www.globalleadnet.org/policy_leg/policy/intlactionplan.cfm) delineates a coordinated interdisciplinary approach to implementation of lead poisoning prevention programs grounded on successful U. S. and international experience. 
3.  Catalyze internationalized solutions – The complementary roles of the various players at all levels—community, national, regional, and international—and in all sectors should serve as the basis of an integrated, prevention-based approach to lead poisoning
4.  Support NGO and CBO participation – Successful partnerships require the full and equal participation of civil society, especially when internationalized solutions are required to solve the problem.  Because NGOs and CBOs lack the resources of governments or the private sector, it will be necessary to support their participation directly.  
5.  Encourage synergistic approaches – Although the proposed partnership’s focus on lead-based paint comports with the International Action Plan’s emphasis on priority-based approaches, the partnership should also encourage initiatives that integrate lead-based paint with other exposure sources, such as comprehensive community needs and resources assessments.

6.  Link networks – The proposed partnership can serve as a “node” linking various education and advocacy networks concerned with toxics, health and environment, and sustainable development, including IPEN and the Global Lead Network.
 (Continued from other side)
TRUST FOR LEAD POISONING PREVENTION
WHO WE ARE, WHAT WE DO
The Trust for Lead Poisoning Prevention was formed by the Alliance To End Childhood Lead Poisoning and internationally renowned leaders to carry on the Alliance’s international programs, which have for over a decade waged a comprehensive interdisciplinary attack on lead poisoning and toxics pollution in the developing world.  The Trust’s mission is to achieve prevention throughout the world by catalyzing policy innovation, advocacy, partnership promotions, and proactive education/public awareness.  The Trust focuses on achieving internationalized solutions based on coordinating all levels – from the community to the international – and all sectors – from agencies and research institutions and the private sector to NGOs and community-based groups – to achieve integrated solutions based on the Trust’s International Action Plan for Preventing Lead Poisoning.    
The Trust’s international programs have been active in the international arena since their inception over a decade ago.   Global Dimensions of Lead Poisoning first documented that lead poisoning and pollution is a serious environmental health hazard to children and adults in virtually every country – both developed and developing.  That report formed the basis for the widely attended1994 Global Dimensions of Lead Poisoning: The First International Prevention Conference.  In order to build upon the recommendations of that conference, it produced the International Action Plan for Preventing Lead Poisoning (now available in English, Arabic, French, Russian, and Spanish).  The Action Plan is widely recognized as providing the policy framework for prevention efforts at the community, national, regional, and international levels.

Through its Global Lead Network, the Trust coordinates its work in international and regional fora, such as the United Nations Commission on Sustainable Development, Habitat, and the Summit of the Americas, with national and community efforts, in order to integrate lead poisoning prevention into broader environmental, health, and sustainable development issues such as urban pollution and global climate change.  To help accomplish this, The Trust’s website (currently under reconstruction), www.globalleadnet.org, provides Global Lead Network members and others with policy and advocacy information and tools; searchable databases of legislation, best practices, and citations; and opportunities to share information and collaborate.   
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