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Third Preparatory Committee Meeting for the development of a

Strategic Approach to International Chemicals Management
(SAICM PrepCom3)

Draft Outcomes Related to the Widening Gap
The Widening Gap Expert Group meeting "Proposal For A New Initiative To Facilitate Strengthening Country Capacity For The Sound Management Of Chemicals" was well-received at SAICM PrepCom3.  The Expert Group meeting recommendations are widely incorporated in the draft outcomes from the SAICM PrepCom3 meeting.  Following is a brief summary of the draft outcomes that are related to the Widening Gap proposal:
· The PrepCom has included "Capacity-building and technical cooperation" as specific objectives for a SAICM in the draft Overarching Policy Strategy.  Specifically the draft text lists the following key objectives that reflect the recommendations of the Expert Group meeting:

· "To narrow the widening gap in capacities between developed countries on the one hand and developing countries and countries with economies in transition on the other hand through, inter alia, establishing or strengthening partnerships and mechanisms for technical cooperation, including training programmes;
· To [ensure] [promote] coordination and access to information on capacity building for the sound management of chemicals and to enhance transparency and accountability; and,
· To encourage stakeholders to develop and promote their own programmes on chemical safety and scientific research and analysis and to assist with capacity-building programmes [in developing countries and countries with economies in transition]."   
· The draft Executive Summary of the Draft Global Plan of Action (GPA) calls for priority to be given to activities which: 

a) "Focus on narrowing the gap between developed countries on the one hand and developing countries with economies in transition on the other hand in their capacities for the sound management of chemicals; and
b) Assist in the implementation of existing agreements and work areas."
The draft GPA also states that "enhancing capacity-building" should be a key work area in SAICM, and that "Use would be made of information exchange mechanisms on capacity-building in order to ensure coordination."  
· The Work Area of the draft GPA related to "capacity-building to support national actions" calls for the following activities which directly reflect the Expert Group meeting recommendations:
"Establish a systematic approach in order to facilitate the provision of advice concerning capacity-building for the sound management of chemicals at the country level to countries that request it.  For example:

· Consider establishing a help desk which would provide basic advice to countries and/or refer requests to relevant sources (policy institutions, experts, data banks, information, etc.) of expertise, policy guidance, funding and guidelines;
· Ensure that the process above builds on existing information and tools for capacity building and acts in a complementary way to existing initiatives;
· Consider establishing monitoring mechanisms as part of the SAICM stocktaking process to evaluate the usefulness of the process;
· Implement a pilot project to test and refine the concept prior to global implementation."
· The agreed draft text for the functions to be performed by the SAICM secretariat provides the scope for the secretariat to undertake activities recommended by the Widening Gap Expert Group meeting. These functions include:
· "To provide guidance to stakeholders in the initiation of project proposals; and, 

· To provide information clearing-house services, such as provision of advice to countries on implementation of SAICM, referral of requests for information to relevant sources, and facilitation of access to information and expertise in support of specific national actions."
The International Conference on Chemicals Management (ICCM), to be held in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, from 4 to 6 February 2006, will agree on the final text with a view towards adopting the Overarching Policy Strategy and recommending the use of the Global Plan of Action as a guide to meeting commitments to chemicals management.
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