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Third Preparatory Committee Meeting for the development of a

Strategic Approach to International Chemicals Management
(SAICM PrepCom3)

Draft Outcomes Related to INFOCAP

The IFCS Forum Standing Committee (FSC) recommendation regarding INFOCAP was well-received at SAICM PrepCom3.  Based on the advice of the INFOCAP Steering Group (SG), the FSC recommended to PrepCom3 that:

· INFOCAP should remain in the SAICM as an important element for information exchange, and a key tool to assist countries and organizations as they move forward with implementing the activities outlined in SAICM; and,

· That the permanent host for INFOCAP, with the appropriate administrative structure and mandate, is accommodated in the final arrangements for SAICM implementation, e.g. hosted by the Secretariat responsible for supporting SAICM oversight and monitoring. 

These recommendations are reflected in the draft outcomes from the SAICM PrepCom3 meeting, as follows:
The PrepCom has included "capacity building and technical cooperation" as specific objectives for a SAICM in the draft Overarching Policy Strategy.  Specifically the draft text states that a key objective is "To [ensure] [promote] coordination and access to information on capacity building for the sound management of chemicals and to enhance transparency and accountability." This corresponds directly to the overall goal of INFOCAP.   
The draft Executive Summary of the Draft Global Plan of Action also calls for enhancing capacity building, and states that "…use would be made of information exchange mechanisms on capacity-building in order to ensure coordination." 
INFOCAP is also included as a specific "activity" in the Work Areas of the draft Global Plan of Action.  This document states that "The permanent host for INFOCAP, with the appropriate administrative structure and mandate, should be accommodated in the final arrangements for SAICM implementation, e.g., hosted by the secretariat responsible for supporting SAICM oversight and monitoring", as recommended by the INFOCAP SG and the FSC.

Moreover, the agreed draft text for the functions to be performed by the SAICM secretariat provides the scope for the secretariat to undertake the responsibilities of the permanent host for INFOCAP. These functions include:
· "To provide guidance to stakeholders in the initiation of project proposals; and, 

· To provide information clearing-house services, such as provision of advice to countries on implementation of SAICM, referral of requests for information to relevant sources, and facilitation of access to information and expertise in support of specific national actions."
We are pleased with this outcome and look forward to the International Conference on Chemicals Management (ICCM), to be held in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, from 4 to 6 February 2006, which will agree on the final text with a view towards adopting the Overarching Policy Strategy and recommending the use of the Global Plan of Action as a guide to meeting commitments to chemicals management.
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