
Nanotechnology and 
manufactured nanomaterials in 
the UK 

Jane Stratford
International Chemicals and 
Nanotechnologies Team
Defra, UK



UK Activities on nanotechnology 
Environment, Health and Safety Issues

• Royal Society/Royal Academy of 
Engineering Report 2004

• Nanoscience and nanotechnolgies: 
opportunities and uncertainties



Government Aims

To promote responsible development, use 
and fate of nanomaterials

To protect people’s health and safety / To 
protect the environment

To maximise the potential benefits to society
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NRCG 
Chair : DEFRA

Task Force 1
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Characterisation and

Standardisation,
Reference Materials

Chair: Peter Cumpson 
(NPL)
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Exposure - Sources,
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properties

Chair:
Brian Fullam (HSE)

Task Force 3

Human Health
Hazard and Risk

Assessment

Chair: Bob Maynard 
(HPA)
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Chair: Richard Owen 
(EA)
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Social Dimensions of 
Nanotechnologies

Chair: Kieron 
Stanley(EA)
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Work of NRCG

• Members of task forces: A mix of government officials, scientists
• and experts from academia and industry



Recent outputs
• Government statement on 

nanotechnologies (Feb 08)
• 2nd Govt Research Report (Dec 07)
• Review of Voluntary Reporting 

Scheme
• 10th meeting of Nanotechnologies 

Stakeholder Forum
• OECD Sponsorship programme
• Royal Commission on Environmental 

Pollution (Nov 2008)


