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1.  The International Code of Conduct on the Distribution and Use of Pesticides is the worldwide guidance document on pesticide management for all public and private entities engaged in, or associated with, the distribution and use of pesticides.  Adopted by the FAO Conference in 1985, and updated in 2002, it is a voluntary code whose implementation depends on three principal players: governments; the pesticide industry; and civil society organizations.  
The Code provides an overarching framework to help ensure that pesticides are managed in ways that minimize risks to public health and the environment. From their professional perspectives, the panelists for this special IFCS side-event will address the successes and challenges associated with their efforts to effectively implement the Code.
2.  The Code of Conduct is available at: www.fao.org/ag/AGP/AGPP/Pesticid/Code/guide.htm  (in Arabic, Chinese, English, French, and Spanish). That same site provides links to the many FAO publications and guidelines related to pesticide management that are mentioned in the Code.  Recent examples of valuable Code-related FAO guidance and other relevant documents include:

Guidelines on monitoring and observance of the [Code] (March, 2008): www.fao.org/ag/AGP/AGPP/Pesticid/Code/guide.htm
Designing national pesticide legislation, FAO Legislative Study 97, 2007, by Vapnek, Pagotto, & Kwoka: www.fao.org/icatalog/search/dett.asp?ries_id=109041&ch_lang=en
Guidelines on compliance and enforcement of a pesticide regulatory program, (revised guideline (2006): www.;fao.org/ag/AGP/AGPP/Pesticid/Code/guide.htm 
Strategic Programme 2006-2011 for the implementation by FAO of the [Code] (2006): www.fao.org/AG/AGP/AGPP/Pesticid/Code/Download/Strategyguideline06.pdf  

Rotterdam Prior Informed Consent Convention: www.pic.int
Understanding the Codex Alimentarius, FAO/WHO (2005):   www.fao.org/docrep/008/y7867e/y7867e00.htm  
3. Examples of valuable non-FAO documents or websites with Code-relevant guidance and information include, among many others:

Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants: www.pops.int
Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and Their Disposal: www.basel.int
Strategic Approach to International Chemicals Management (SAICM): www.chem.unep.ch/saicm
Intergovernmental Forum on Chemical Safety, www.who.int/ifcs
WHO Pesticide Evaluation Scheme (WHOPES): www.who.int/ctd/whopes/index.html 

Globally Harmonized System of Classification and Labelling of Chemicals (GHS):  www.unece.org/trans/danger/publi/ghs/ghs_rev02/02files_e.html 
International Tools for Preventing Local Pesticide Problems: A Consolidated Guide to the Chemical Codes & Conventions (2008), edited by Goldenman and Pozo Vera, European Centre on Sustainable Policies for Human and Environmental Rights www.pan-uk.org/Projects/Poverty/conGuide.html 
Understanding the International Code of Conduct – Do you know the Code? (an e-learning package in 4 modules), CropLife, 2008, http://elaerning.croplife.org
Guide for Industry on the Implementation of the [Code], Croplife, 2004:

www.croplife.org/library/attachments/efc4ae38-Ocef-41e2-997a-a905c80189c7/9/Implementing_the_FAO_Code_of_Conduct%20(Feb-2008).pdf
On-line action guide to the [Code], PAN Germany: http://fao-code-action.info/action_centre.html
Sound and Sustainable Management of Chemicals: A training manual for workers and trade unions (2008), by Sustainlabour and UNEP: http://www.unep.org/labour_environment/PDFs/TOT_Chemicals_ENGLISH.pdf
*        *        *

For more information, contact: Pesticide Management Unit, Plant Protection Service, FAO, Viale delle Terme di Caracalla, 00153 Rome, Italy; or by email at: Pesticide-Management@fao.org
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