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A non toxic environment- the challenge for 
the Swedish Chemicals Inspectorate

• The environment must be free from man-made or 
extracted compounds and metals that represent a 
threat to human health or biological diversity.

• The overall goal is that, one generation from now, the 
major environmental problems currently facing us will 
have been solved.
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PRIO allows the user to:

•Search for substances
•Obtain information on 
prioritised health and 
environmental properties
•Obtain help in developing 
routines for purchasing, 
product development and 
risk management
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Inventory

A step by step model

Legislation

Hazard assessment

Outside the criteria

Low risk

Substitute the 
phase out 
substances Review the risk

Increased or high risk
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To use PRIO you need to have done your 
homework
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The database

•4000 substances

•Two levels of 
prioritization with 
different messages 
for action
•Phase-out 
substances

•Transparency
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A diverse user group
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Experiences from the development of 
PRIO

• Different from working with a report
• Picture the target group- who and why?
• Have a clear aim 
• Stakeholder involvement early in the process
• Find a test group of non-experts
• Balance between scientific accuracy and getting the 

message through
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Experiences from marketing and 
education of  PRIO

• Secure resources for marketing and education
• Keep It Simple!
• Pros and cons with a web based tool
• The contacts with industry is a way for the authority 

to learn more about how industry work with 
precaution activities

• Difficult to predict how the tool will be used
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The responsibility is always with the company
-PRIO is a guide for your decision-
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• Important to involve the end user
• PRIO makes a difference
• A project that never ends

Conclusions
Conclusions     
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Next step

• Continuously development
• Focus on specific target groups
• Improve the linkage between substances, material, 

articles to facilitate for articles producers and 
importers in their precautionary activities related to   
substances in articles


