COME AND JOIN US !

 SIDE EVENT

ECOLOGICAL SOUND  & INTEGRATED PEST VECTOR MANAGEMENT

Date: 27th September, 2006 (Wednesday)

Time: 1315-1445 (Lunch provided)

Aim:

· To present concrete examples of precautionary approaches by grassroots communities   

· To share grassroots experiences and knowledge of alternatives to chemical-intensive agriculture practices which are available and successfully proven.

BACKGROUND
The green revolution technology was forced on millions of small farmers replacing traditional eco-friendly practices in agriculture. Farmers built up their traditional knowledge and skills over generations, and evolved stable and sustainable agriculture systems.  They had wide knowledge in traditional land preparation; seed conservation; storage; care and processing; soil conservation and fertility enhancement; plant propagation and cropping systems, pest management and plant protection; water management and conservation. However, modern technology has gradually marginalised and wiped out their traditional knowledge.

Intensive chemical-based agriculture in the past few decades destabilised these systems. Though initially the new system helped raise food production, soon it turned out to be unsustainable.  It extracted a heavy price in term’s damage to the land and the environment and the ever-raising cost of production (because of the high external inputs like seeds, fertilisers and pesticides). 

Farmers lost their seed resources that were freely exchanged within and between communities. Being mono-crop-based, it also wiped out bio-diversity—and maintaining bio-diversity, which provided diverse and secure sources of food for the family, was one of the main elements of agriculture earlier.

Tragically this kind of agriculture is also among the world’s most hazardous activities. Farmers and agricultural workers are heavily exposed to pesticides with acute and chronic effects. Acute health effects range from skin disorders to death, and include respiratory, gastrointestinal, circulatory, and neurological effects. Chronic effects are known to damage the brain and nervous system, or that cause cancer, reproductive health problems, birth defects, miscarriage or stillbirth; and hormonal disruption and damage to the immune system.  Many of the pesticides they are exposed to are often banned or severely restricted in other countries. 

Economically, the new system benefited the big farmers, but the millions of small farmers everywhere lost out.  They lost their farming skills and innovating capabilities, and became helplessly dependent on expensive external inputs-and technologies.  And often, they lost their land (to big farmers and agri-corporations) and livelihoods.

Faced with this situation, farming groups and communities around the world are challenging and resisting, and reclaiming their resources. In their efforts to once again develop sustainable ecological farming based on their ancient roots, they are further exploring, experimenting and innovating to find their own solution to their problems and improving their agriculture. Further this shift to more healthy ecological and sustainable farming practices will counter the life threatening impacts of pesticides on human health and the environment. 

SPEAKERS
Presentation Title:
The Relationship Between Ecological Agriculture and Food Sovereignty in Latin America

Presented by: 
Elsa Nivia  Pan Latin America, Colombia – Coordinator
Elsa Nivia is an Agronomist with a degree in Biology and Chemistry and a post graduate degree in vegetable production with emphasis in phyto-improvement.  She was a teacher on environmental and social impacts of Agrochemicals at the Santa Rosa University, Colombia.  She was the director of project “Reduction in the Use of Pesticides and Promotion of Agro-Ecological Alternatives” in Colombia, between 1996 -1999, and also project evaluator for the Colombian Ministry of Agriculture between 2000-2004.  She has published articles nationally and internationally on environmental topics and the impacts of chemical pesticides on health and environment.  She also published a book called “Women and Pesticides”, which  explains the present situation’ tendencies and risks of pesticides.  She is a member of the Colombian Society for Soil Sciences and Entomology for the production and improvement of crops.  
Presentation Title:

Women’s Journey In Reclaiming Their “Place In The Sun”

Presented by:

Francis Morales  Metsa Foundation, Philippines – Chairman
Francis Morales is a member of Board of Trustees at  Metsa Foundation Inc.  He is also an Advocacy Officer at MASIPAG, Mindanao, Philippines.  MASIPAG (Farmer Scientist Partnership for Development) is a farmer-led network of people's organisations, non-government organisations and scientists working towards the sustainable use and management of biodiversity through farmers' control of genetic and biological resources, agricultural production and associated knowledge. He is also the country focal point person  and representative to the SEA  working group on Biodiversity of TDH, Germany.

Presentation Title:
The Need To Develop Low-Input Agriculture As An Alternative To High Input Farming Among The Peasants In The Northern Luzon Cordillera

Presented by:

Virginia Dammay  Apit Tako, Philippines – Administrative Officer
Ms. Virginia Dammay comes from a peasant family of Ifugao indigenous people in the Cordillera region of the Philippines.  She has a rich and long experience on traditional agricultural practice.  In 1988, she joined the Alliance of Peasants in the Cordillera Homeland (APIT TAKO), a regional alliance of the peasantry in the Cordillera Region, Northern Luzon, Philippines.  Since then, she has been committed to assist IP peasant communities through education and awareness programmes.   APIT TAKO, as a regional alliance, serves as a venue for the articulation and common action on issues concerning both the indigenous and non-indigenous peasants in the region. It actively promotes conservation, sustainable use and propagation of indigenous and locally adapted seeds using traditional practices. The alliance is actively campaigning against hybrid seeds, GMO’s and other food crops that are heavily dependent on agrochemicals.

FACILITATOR
Jayakumar 
Thanal, India – Director
GET FIRST HAND INFORMATION ON ECOLOGICAL SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURE AND TOWARDS PESTICIDES FREE WORLD.
DON’T MISS THE OPPORTUNITY

Organized by:

PAN INTERNATIONAL
c/o: PAN AP

E-mail: panap@panap.net

Website: www.panap.net

