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European context

o Community Strategy Concerning Mercury,
COM(2005) 20 final

— respecting Directive 2002/95/EC on the
restriction of the use of certain hazardous
substances in electrical and electronic
equipment (RoHS directive)

— foreseeing Directive on the restriction of
marketing and use of certain devices
containing mercury



Mercury In lamps

Industry complies with limits in Decree 16/2004. (X. 8.)
KvVM as from 1. July 2006:

* Mercury in compact fluorescent lamps - 5 mg per lamp

e Mercury In straight fluorescent lamps for general
purposes:

— halophosphate 10 mg

— triphosphate with normal lifetime 5 mg

— triphosphate with long lifetime 8 mg
e Mercury in straight fluorescent lamps for special purposes
« Mercury in other lamps not specifically mentioned



Fever thermometers-1

 Households:
— Non-mercury thermometers are available

e Healthcare services:
— One thermometer per hospital bed
— Turnover rate Is high

— Precision of galinstan thermometer Is
comparable
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Sphygmomanometers

Limited use in households
Mercury devices are ,gold standards”

Low impact on health and the environment
— Reuse and recycling within healthcare centers
— Minimal emission

— Sound management of waste

Incompatibility to automatisation
Non-mercury devices are available



Conclusions

e Legislation in force:
— Compliance with legislation in force with regard
fluorescent and other lamps
 Upcoming legislation:
— Narrow gap between new requirements and current
practices

— Ban on marketing of mercury devices to the general
public Is supported

— No strong obstacle against ban on marketing of
mercury devices to professionals
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