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The primary objective of the activities of the IFCS Champion on acutely toxic pesticides (ATP) to promote awareness of and advance progress on IFCS recommendations and priorities for action.  

Promotional Materials

The ATP Champion's Group has create material for promoting IFCS recommendations, priorities for action and initiatives taken to advance progress, in the form of:
Acutely Toxic Pesticides

Forum IV Recommendations and Agreed Actions

Brochure presenting the IFCS Recommendations and Priorities for Action on ATP - available in English, French, Spanish 
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The brochure is made available on the IFCS website and its availability announced to over 3500 contacts in the IFCS Chemicals Management Contact Database. In printed version, it has been distributed to IFCS National Focal Points, the Forum Standing Committee and other interested stakeholders.
Poster Of Forum Iv Recommendations
IFCS President's advisors have prepared a poster to provide information on the Forum IV recommendations. Information on availability and languages can be obtained from 
forum4@health.moph.go.th 
IFCS web based Global Guide to Resources 
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An initial listing of selected resources has been compiled by an IFCS Champion Work Group. It is intended to provide information and guidance for implementation of the Forum IV Recommendations. The resource listing  has been prepared as a "living document" - additional and new resources will be added as information becomes available. Suggestions of additional resources for listing on the website may be submitted to the IFCS Secretariat.
http://www.who.int/ifcs/champions/acute/en/index.html 
Summary Listing & Calendar of Activities - further information is available from the IFCS President's Advisors
OECD Pesticides Activities
The IFCS Recommendation on ATP were presented at meetings of the OECD Risk Reduction Steering group and the OECD Working Group on Pesticides. A number of areas where the work of OECD supports the Forum IV recommendations were identified, including good container management, labelling and compliance. Many of the materials and products will provide useful materials for nonmember countries. Information on when these are made publicly available will be announces through the IFCS network. 
WHO-SEARO Inter Country Consultation on  Human Health and Chemical Safety


29 – 31 October 2003, Bangkok, Thailand

4th  Asia Pacific Association of Medical Toxicology Congress

24-26 November 2004, Manila, the Philippines

UNITAR Training in pesticide toxicology and human health assessment

14-18 March 2005, Accra, Ghana

WHO First Consultation on Best Practices on Community Action for Safer Access to Pesticides,

10-12 May 2006, Geneva, Switzerland
Other activities







[image: image3]
WHO-UNEP Resource Tool- Sound Management of Pesticides and Diagnosis and Management of Pesticide Poisoning  for information please contact: whopes@who.int  
International Code of Conduct on the Distribution and Use of Pesticides 

Guidelines on Monitoring and Observance of the Code
To assist in implementing the International Code of Conduct on the Distribution and Use of Pesticides, the Food and Agriculture Organization of the UN has prepared “Guidelines on Monitoring and Observance of the Code” for distribution to governments, NGOs, the pesticide industry and other stakeholders in order to provide regular feedback. The draft ‘Guidelines on monitoring incidents of pesticide poisoning and adverse environmental effects’ are of specific relevance to ATP. These guidelines are currently being reviewed and will be discussed by the Panel of Experts on the Code at its next meeting in November 2006. They will then be available for governments to provide advice and a framework for investigating and reporting poisoning incidents."
http://www.fao.org/waicent/FaoInfo/Agricult/AGP/AGPP/Pesticid/p.htm 
Africa Stockpiles Programme

 

The Africa Stockpiles Programme (ASP) project has been approved by the World Bank, the Global Environment Facility, and the UN Food and Agriculture Organisation. The continent-wide effort aims to eliminate the stockpiles of obsolete pesticides in Africa. While many of the obsolete pesticides are Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs), they also include acutely toxic pesticides, particularly organophosphates. The programme will help countries prevent future build up of stockpiles and develop less hazardous alternatives. The ASP is a multi stakeholder programme and in addition to the UN agencies that approve finances, partners include Pesticide Action Network (PAN) Africa and UK, Worldwide Fund for Nature, and CropLife International, as well as other UN agencies and Convention Secretariats (see www.africastockpiles.org). 
 

NGO activities in ASP

PAN has organised country workshops to raise awareness and address pesticide problems in Mali (July 2005) and Tanzania (October 2005) to raise awareness among NGOs, and help them participate in related activities. The first ASP disposal activities are taking place in Ethiopia, Mali, Morocco, Nigeria, South Africa, Tanzania and Tunisia, and there is a related programme in Mozambique. WWF organised a journalists briefing after the Mali workshop, attracting coverage on national television. Following the Tanzania workshop, WWF organised a journalists briefing in Nairobi, Kenya which was attended by over 50 participants, including 30 journalists from regional and international media. 
 

PAN UK and Africa, with support of WWF, are preparing an NGO manual to provide NGOs with information on obsolete pesticides, sound pesticide management, and prevention of hazards.
 

 

 Pesticide Action Network activities
 

Pesticides and Poverty: Implementing Chemical Conventions 
for Safe and Just Development
This project of the Pesticides Action Network (PAN), which is funded by the European Commission, is building capacity in a number of African countries, and developing useful resources for use across many countries. The NGOs involved include PAN UK, PAN Africa, PAN Asia and the Pacific, Agenda in Tanzania and the Tanzanian Plantation and Agricultural Workers Union, as well as other local partners in Mali, Ethiopia and Benin. Some of the activities are supporting the Africa Stockpiles Programme. Activities that are contributing to reducing problems of acutely toxic pesticides include:

 

Community based health monitoring of occupationally exposed workers and farmers has been successful in Asia in raising awareness of the potential dangers of pesticide use. PAN Asia Pacific has trained organisations in the use of community based health monitoring. The training encourages pesticide users to adopt safer pest management practices and to consider alternative, less dangerous methods of pest control. PAN Asia Pacific and PAN Africa are collaborating to adapt training materials and methodology to African countries. In July 2006, NGOs in Benin, Mali, Senegal, Ethiopia and Tanzania will be trained in using the approach. After training, they will work with local communities to help them record pesticide use and symptoms. 

 

Eco-toxicology monitoring of environmental impacts of pesticides is difficult when resources and technical facilities such as laboratories are limited. A handbook and method sheets on Ecological Monitoring Methods for the Assessment of Pesticide Impact in the Tropics, published by the CTA and NRI (UK) provides a sound basis for monitoring, and training courses will be held in Senegal, Mali, Ethiopia and Tanzania for government regulators, scientists, and NGOs in 2006.

 

Poisonings in West African Cotton Systems
Investigations carried out by PAN groups in five West African countries (Benin, Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Mali, Senegal) have found large number of poisonings and fatalities, and significant low level poisonings, in the cotton growing areas across the region. Over 10 million people are dependent on cotton production in West Africa, mainly small scale family farmers. The investigations are currently being collated and the publication, Living with Poison, will be available in September 2006. 
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