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IFCS Indicators of Progress

Priorities for Action beyond 2000

and

Forum Recommendations

Questionnaire

Please provide the information described on the following pages concerning your country, giving the current status and, to the extent possible, that foreseen at the end of 2006
	Please complete:

COUNTRY: SOUTH AFRICA


1.
National Capabilities and Capacities for Chemicals Management


Priorities for Action E1 and E2

1a)
Has a comprehensive National Chemicals Management Profile, or other equivalent strategic national plan, been developed 

through a multi-stakeholder process
?

	National Profile

Yes  

No  ڤ

	Other equivalent strategic national plan

Yes  

No  ڤ



If "Yes" to either of the above, please indicate the original publication date and the date(s) of any revisions.

The first draft was prepared in 2003 and the revised final report will be published in 2005

If "Yes" to either of the above, please list all ministries, agencies and organizations that participated:

· Environment

· Health

· Labour

· Agriculture

· Transport

· Water Affairs and Forestry

· South African Bureau of Standards

· NGO’s

· Chemical and Allied Industries Association

· Academic Institutions

If "No", is your country in the process of developing or planning on developing a 

Comprehensive National Chemicals Management Profile?

Yes  ڤ
  Expected completion date ___________
No  ڤ
If "No", have equivalent measures such as a government investigation on  chemical  safety followed by legislative measures been undertaken?

Yes  ڤ

No  ڤ
If "Yes", please describe:

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

1b)
Has your country developed any of the following on the sound management of chemicals?

	
	If yes, please provide year completed.
	If development is in progress, please provide the expected completion year?
	No

	National Policies


	Yes, 1999
	
	

	National Priorities


	
	2006
	

	National Strategies
	
	2005
	

	National Action Plans


	
	2006
	


1c)
Has your country established an inter-ministerial/intersectoral coordinating mechanism (e.g. committee or body) to facilitate the comprehensive treatment of chemical safety issues?


Yes   
No  ڤ
If "Yes":
What is the name of the "mechanism"? National Committee on Chemicals Management and Safety



When was it established? 2004

2.
Classification and Labelling of Chemicals


Priority for Action B1


2a)
Has your country initiated work to adopt and implement the Globally Harmonized System 
for Classification and Labelling of Chemicals (GHS)?



Yes  

No  ڤ
If "Yes", what is the expected date (year) GHS will be fully operational?

2008 depending on the implementation by major trading partners


2b)
Has your country ratified and implemented ILO Convention 170 on Safety in the Use of  
Chemicals at Work
, or instituted comparable measures?



Yes  

No  ڤ
3.
National Arrangements for Exchange of Information on Hazardous Chemicals


Priority for Action C1


3a)
What arrangements are operational in your country for the exchange of information on  
hazardous chemicals?  Please describe.



Please indicate if the established infrastructure includes:


1)  website where national partners can gain access to chemical information sources,



Yes  ڤ

No, but establishment in progress 


2)  institutional directory listing sources of information

Yes  ڤ

No but will be part of the above website
4.
National Procedures on Safety Information for Hazardous Materials In 

Circulation


Priority for Action C3


4a)
Does your country have procedures in place to ensure that any hazardous material put into circulation is accompanied, at a minimum, by appropriate and reliable safety information that is easy to access, read and understand?



Yes  
No  ڤ


If "Yes":


Are the procedures consistent with the safety data sheets of the 1990 International Labour 
Organization Chemicals Convention (No.170)?



Yes  

No  ڤ

Do they conform to the Globally Harmonized System for the Classification and Labelling Of Chemicals?

Yes  ڤ

No,  they conform partially with the GHS, the process of alignment has been initiated  
5.
Ecologically Sound and Integrated Strategies for Pest Management


Priority for Action D1


5a)
Has your country prepared integrated pest management strategies?



Yes  ڤ

No  
If "Yes", were national studies done to develop the strategies?



Yes  ڤ

No  ڤ
6.
Obsolete Stocks of Pesticides and Other Chemicals


Priority for Action D2

6a) 
Are there any obsolete stocks of pesticides and/or other chemicals in your country? 

Yes  




6b)
Has your country prepared an action plan for disposal of obsolete stocks of pesticides and other chemicals?



Yes  



If "Yes", has the action plan been implemented?



No  


If "Yes", has the action plan been completed?



Yes  ڤ

No  ڤ


If "No", is work in progress to prepare an action plan?



Yes  
 If yes, what is the expected completion date (year)?  2008____    

No  ڤ  If no, why not? _________________________________________ 
7.
National Systems for Prevention of Major Industrial Accidents And 


Emergency Preparedness & Response


Priority for Action D4


7a)
Has your country implemented a national system for emergency preparedness and



response, in accordance with international principles
?

Yes


If "No", is work in progress to implement the system?



Yes  ڤ
 expected completion date (year)? _______________   No  ڤ

7b)
Is there a national law requiring the system?



Yes  
No  ڤ

7c)
Has your country ratified and implemented ILO Convention 174
 on Prevention of Major Industrial Accidents?


Yes  ڤ

No, but the national legislation includes the provisions of the ILO Convention 174  


If "No", are efforts under way to do so?



Yes  ڤ

No  
8.
International Code of Conduct on the Distribution and Use of Pesticides
8a) 
Has your government implement the revised International Code of Conduct on the Distribution and Use of Pesticides (November 2002)
 as the basis for a comprehensive life cycle approach to pesticide management ? 



Yes  


If "No", are efforts under way to do so?



Yes  ڤ

No  ڤ
8b)  
Have the provisions of the Code of Conduct been implemented through other pieces of legislation or by other means?



Yes  

 



If "Yes", please briefly describe.

The Department of Agriculture through Act No. 36 of 1947 is responsible for the pre-market approval, registration of pesticides, post-registration sale, use and distribution of the products. The Act is further supplemented by the Agricultural Remedies Regulations that set out provisions with respect to the pre-market assessment, registration of pesticides, cancellation or suspension of registration certificates and the labelling and packaging requirements. Another set of regulations prescribes the fees to be paid for products assessment, registration and maintenance of registration certificates.

In order to register a pesticide for use in South Africa, the applicant must submit a detailed scientific tests and studies to the authorities with respect to the product safety, quality and efficiency. The Department of Agriculture in conjunction with the Department of Health and the Department of Environmental Affairs conduct risk evaluation which considers the inherent toxicity of the product, the degree to which humans as well as the target and non-target environment may be exposed to the pesticide and the possible harm to human health and the environment. An efficiency assessment is also carried out to consider whether the use of the product will contribute to pest management and whether the application rates will be effective to control the target pest. The Department of Agriculture does not conduct its own tests when assessing pesticides but conduct a scientific review of the test data submitted by the applicant.

Risk management of registered pesticides is achieved primarily through setting conditions of use. Non-compliance with these conditions (as set out on the product label) or with any other condition of registration is a violation of the Act and may led to suspension, cancellation, restriction or phasing out of the pesticide


______________________________________________________________

9.
Poison Centres

Priority for Action D7


9a)
Have poison centre(s) been established in your country?



Yes  


If "Yes", please indicate classification level for each poison centre:

	WHO Status of Development Classification

	A
	well-established centres, the full range of clinical analytical and other relevant facilities and cover the whole country.

	B
	well-established centres, but lack some of the related facilities or do not provide full coverage to the country.  These centres require further development in order to meet the ideal criteria for centres given in the IPCS Guidelines

	C
	certain facilities for poison control, but require major support to develop further areas of activities, according to the criteria in the IPCS Guidelines, and should expand coverage through the country.


	Centre (Name & location)
	Date Established
	Classification -

initial
	Classification  - 2000
	Classification - current

	Tygerberg Poison Centre, University of Stellenbosch, Western Cape


	
	B
	C
	C

	Red Cross Memorial Children Hospital


	
	B
	C
	C

	Bloemfontein Poison Centre, University of Free State
	
	B
	C
	C

	
	
	
	
	



9b)
Is strengthening of poison centers planned? Yes



If "Yes", for what time period?


The three poison centres have been identified as centres that need strengthening. A business plan has been drafted to motivate funding from the WHO 

9c)
If there are no established poison centres in your country, is work under way in your country  to establish a poison control centre with related chemical and analytical facilities for the first time?

Yes  ڤ

No  ڤ
If "Yes" when do you expect the poison control centre to be operational?  Please provide location and date (year).

________________________________________________________

10.
Pollutant Release and Transfer Registers/Emission Inventories

Priority for Action D8

10a)
Has your country established:


An air emission inventory? 
Yes  ڤ

No  , but a process of identifying air pollutants for which air emission standards will be developed has been initiated

A land emission inventory?

Yes  ڤ

No  

A water emission inventory?


Yes  ڤ

No  


A waste inventory?

Yes  ڤ

No, but we are in a process of finalising the waste information system which will form the basis for the development of the waste inventory   

A Pollutant Release and Transfer Register (PRTR)?


Yes  ڤ

No  
If "No", is work being initiated to design a PRTR or emission inventory

system?

Yes, for the initial phase it will be a Waste Inventory System with time it will be developed into a full PRTR system   
           10 b)
Has your country implemented a system comparable to the PRTR (e.g. the                                      Integrated Pollution Prevention and Control)?

            Yes  ڤ

No  
11.
Prevention of Illegal Traffic in Toxic & Dangerous Products

Priority for Action F


11a)
Has your country developed a national strategy, or other national measures (e.g. legislation, action plans) for the prevention of illegal traffic in toxic and dangerous products?

Yes,  
 The International Trade Administration Act (Act 71 of 2003) makes provision for control, through permit system of the import and export of goods specified by the regulations. 

If  "Yes", when was it prepared?  2003

12.
Children and Chemical Safety (Forum IV Recommendation)
12a)
 Has your government prepared, through multi-stakeholder consultation, initial national assessments of children’s environmental health and chemical safety?

Yes,  

The Department of Health in collaboration with the Medical Research Council is in a process of developing a strategy on Lead Awareness in children. The Action Plan under this strategy will include: Awareness raising to the public on the impacts of lead in children. Furthermore, discussions are under way with the Paint industries on the reduction of Lead levels in paint. 


Efforts to prevent childhood Lead poisoning in South Africa will include:

· Development of standards for blood lead levels in children

· Development of response protocols (which stipulates the roles of doctors/ nurses and environmental health officers etc) for children with elevated lead in their blood concentrations.  

· Implementation of research and surveillance programmes to identify high risk groups and settings

· Mechanism for the implementation of primary prevention measures in areas of high contamination

· Strengthening of occupational hygiene measures aimed at prevention of work-to-home transfer of lead dust and particles in industries that involve lead including lead mines and battery manufacturing plants.

The Department of Health together with Paraffin Safety Association has developed a Paraffin Safety Training module, which aims to reduce number of paraffin related deaths, injuries and poisoning incidents in children.



If "No", are efforts under way to do so?



Yes  ڤ

No  ڤ
12b)
Has your government taken action to promote harmonized data collection, research, legislation and regulations, and the use of indicators of children’s environmental health?

No 

The indicators of children’s environmental health will be accommodated through the overall Environmental Health indicators, which are in a process of being finalised

If "Yes", please briefly describe:



If "No", are efforts under way to do so?



Yes   
No  ڤ
13. Hazard data generation (Forum IV Recommendation)
13a)
Has your government established national priorities for information generation for chemicals that are not produced in high volumes? 

Yes, information generation is required for all chemicals not only for a certain production volume  
If "No", are efforts under way to do so?



Yes  ڤ

No  ڤ
Other Forum IV Recommendations address:
Please provide brief information on specific actions your government has taken to respond to the recommendations of Forum IV in these areas:


Occupational Safety and Health:  

· Programme area A: Process to improve workplace data has been approved by stakeholders and will be implemented as part of occupational health and safety legislative review

· Programme area B: Implementation strategy has been prepared and is in process of implementation

· Programme area C: Project to expand existing website to include this information in progress

· Programme area E: Training in the sound management of chemicals included in the Sector Skills Plan for the Chemical industry


Acutely Toxic Pesticides – risk management and reduction: - None


Capacity building:

· Capacity building in the sound management of chemicals at the workplace is included I the chemicals sector skills plan for 2005-2009 and will be undertaken in terms of national skills development legislation.


INFOCAP  (Information Exchange Network on Capacity Building for the Sound

       Management of Chemicals) implementation:

· Establishment of a national focal point for INFOCAP and exchange of information is part of the chemical sector skills plan for 2005-2009

Details of person completing the questionnaire:

	IFCS National Focal Point:                       Yes                                    

	Name:
	Ms Ntombizini Manana

	Title:
	Deputy Director: Chemicals 

	Ministry
	Department of Environmental Affairs and Tourism

	Address
	Private Bag X447

	
	PRETORIA

	
	0001

	
	SOUTH AFRICA

	Tel:
	+27 12 310 3668

	Fax:
	+27 12 320 0024
	Date:
	July 2005

	Email:
	zmanana@deat.gov.za
	Signature:
	signed


Please provide the following additional information:

Does the IFCS National Focal Point have direct access to the Internet in his/her office?

Yes  

No  ڤ
If "No", does he/she have access to the Internet in the building where he/she works?

Yes  ڤ

No  ڤ
� The Priorities for Action Beyond 2000 may be viewed on the IFCS website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.ifcs.ch" ��www.ifcs.ch�.


� A multi-stakeholder process is a process involving all concerned national ministries and other government institutions, as well as other interested national parties.


� ILO Convention 170 may be viewed on the ILO website at: http://www.ilo.org/ilolex/english/convdisp1.htm


� Ref. OECD Second Edition 2003 Guiding Principles for Chemical Accident Prevention, Preparedness and Response, undertaken in cooperation with other international organizations, including ILO, IMO, UNECE, UNEP, UNOCHA (UNEP/OCHA Joint Environment Unit) and WHO.


� ILO Convention 170 may be viewed on the ILO website at: http://www.ilo.org/ilolex/english/convdisp1.htm





� The International Code of Conduct on the Distribution and Use of Pesticides may be viewed at: http://www.fao.org/AG/AGP/AGPP/Pesticid/
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