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Every day 1,100 children are newly-infected with HIV, the virus associated with AIDS. Almost all of these new infections could have been avoided if the HIV-positive mother had known her status and was able to receive counselling, treatment and antiretroviral medicines to prevent transmission to her unborn child. 
In April 2008 the WHO Technical Reference Group for Paediatric HIV/Antiretroviral Therapy and Care met to consider the implications of recent research findings for existing WHO guidelines for treatment and care of infants infected with HIV.  As a result of this consultation and review of data, the group revised recommendations for diagnostic testing, initiation of treatment, and treatment regimens for HIV-exposed and infected infants. 

These revised recommendations cover :

· When to start ART in infants;

· what ARV medicines to use for treating infants;

· when the optimum time for HIV testing for infants born to women with HIV is.  
Among the key recommendations were that once diagnosed with HIV, infants should immediately start ART and should continue treatment for the rest of their lives. 
These recommendations have important implications, which include:

· revising the number of infants and children requiring treatment
· revising forecasting and costing requirements for the ARV medicines and diagnostics required to support scale up efforts towards universal access. 
Currently, ARV medicines for infants are more expensive than the solid fixed dose combination prescribed for adults and older children in resource limited settings. They are also more difficult to integrate into national programmes. 
WHO is finalizing these new recommendations to make them available to countries as soon as possible. WHO will also work through WHO regional and country offices, the UN and other partners and to ensure that additional requirements are considered in development of Round 8 proposals to the Global fund. Further information will be available at :

http://www.who.int/hiv/paediatric/en/index.html
