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Lesson 1 – Politics of international health
The making of sleeping-sickness exceptionalism

Demographic crisis and obsessions during the inter-war

Imperial rivalries

« Faire du noir » (Gvr Carde, Dakar, 1922)
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1925-1926 
Germany enters the «permanent 
commission » of the League of 
Nations

Press debates on German « colonial 
revendications » including 
comparisons of French and German 
sanitary programms

Creation of the « Permanent Mission 
for the fight against sleeping 
sickness » in Cameroon

Imperial rivalries and the funding of public health

Health expenditures (francs per habitants) in French Africa

Togo

Cameroun

French Occidental Africa - AOF

French Equatorial Africa - AEF

Former German 
colonies
with the status of 
League of Nations 
« mandates »

Source: Rita Headrick, 
Colonialism, health and illness 
in French Equatorial Africa, 
1885-1938 (1994)



Source: Bulletin de 
la Société de 
Pathologie 
Exotique

Map of the sleeping sickness camp of Ayos in 1921 (former German Schlafenkrankenlager)



View of Ayos former sleeping sickness camp (2005) Source: G. Lachenal



View of Ayos former sleeping sickness camp (2005)
Patients baracks

Source: G. Lachenal



Lesson 1 – Politics of international health
The making of sleeping-sickness exceptionalism

Demographic crisis and obsessions during the inter-war

Imperial rivalries

Humanitarian entrepreneurs

e.g. Dr Eugène Jamot

« Faire du noir » (Gvr Carde, Dakar, 1922)



Source: Archives de l’OCEAC, Yaoundé, Cameroun

Dr Eugène Jamot and his mobile team in Cameroun (c1927)



Source: Archives de l’OCEAC, 
Yaoundé, Cameroun

Colonial monument commemorating 
Eugène Jamot in Yaoundé (1959)



Contemporary commemoration of Eugène Jamot in his native village (France, 2003)

Source: G. Lachenal



Lesson 2 – Public health techniques
Mobile medicine: innovation at the tropical periphery

Mass campaigns and mobile teams



A sleeping sickness team at work near Yaoundé, Cameroon (c1954)

Source: Infocam, Yaoundé, 
Cameroun



A sleeping sickness team at work near Yaoundé, Cameroon (c1954)

Source: Infocam, Yaoundé, 
Cameroun



Lesson 2 – Public health techniques
Mobile medicine: innovation at the tropical periphery

Mass campaigns and mobile teams

Technical innovations: 
taylorisation, standardisation, specialization, delegation



Taylorisation and standardisation



Technical innovations: 
taylorisation, standardisation, specialization

Blood sampling

Lumbar puncture

Sources: Infocam, Yaoundé, 
Cameroun



Source: FOREAMI reports, Tropical 
Medicine Institute (Antwerp)



Source: FOREAMI reports, Tropical 
Medicine Institute (Antwerp)



« Microscopists » Source: Infocam, Yaoundé, 
Cameroun



Lesson 2 – Public health techniques
Mobile medicine: innovation at the tropical periphery

Mass campaigns and mobile teams

Technical innovations: 
taylorisation, standardisation, specialization, delegation

A « French system » ? 
Nationalism and inter-imperial cooperation



Trans-frontier franco-british campaigns in West Africa (1950’s)

Source: Waddy (1958)



Coordinated 
franco-belgian
campaigns along the 
Congo River

Source: Archives Africaines
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Brussels



International networks of innovation
The example of the experimentations of diamidines

February 1948, Conférence inter- 
africaine de Brazzaville

Inter-imperial consensus on the use 
of pentamidine for treatment and 

prevention of sleeping sickness

Inter-imperial informal exchanges of the drugs, 1939-1948

February 1948, Conférence inter- 
africaine de Brazzaville

Creation of the Bureau Permanent 
International de la Tsé-Tsé et  des 

Trypanosomiases (BPITT) in 

Léopoldville



Lesson 2 – Public health techniques
Mobile medicine: innovation at the tropical periphery

Mass campaigns and mobile teams

Technical innovations: 
taylorisation, standardisation, specialization, delegation

A « French system » ? 
Nationalism and inter-imperial cooperation

A sanitary « state of exception »

The legacy and impact



The « sleeping sickness song » 
Lékié area, Eton land, Centre-Cameroon. Sung in tehe 1950’s. Collected from Hubert Mvogo, nurse. 

Ndondo meuzeugue anga lere me nguet iben 
ndondo meuzeugeu anga lere me nguet iben, 
Be loum ma unlô 
Be loum ma king 
Be loum ma mvous 
iyong bassigui aliii 
Mebi me nga yi me koui 
megnolok me nga yi vam 
Be nga bat melom ne me keu lap mediip 
Ngue me yi na ma béré assou 
Man bezimbi anga sim ma ingueng unlô 

(pleurs) 
Ndondo meuzeugue anga lere me nguet iben 
Ndondo meuzeugue anga lere me nguet iben. 

Translation 
The injection against sleeping sickness was too painful (bis) 
They gave me injection in the head 
They gave me injection in the neck 
They gave me injection in the back 
When they go down to give me injection in the bottom 
I want to go to the toilet 

They ask me to go draw water from the well 
If I drag my feets 
The policemen hit me on the head 
The injection against sleeping sickness was too painful (bis)



Lesson 3 – Ecology and epidemiology
Disputes on the history of African trypanosomiasis

What caused epidemic high and lows ?
The pax britannica theory

What was the « real » mortality ?

The ecological balance theory (Ford)

The colonial exploitation theory (Lyons)

The tropical medicine textbook version

The counter-history: 
sleeping-sickness as a manageable disease

Source: Simaro et al. 
PlOS Medicine, 2008



Lesson 4 – pharmacology and public health policy
Miracle drugs revisited: the case of Pentamidine-Lomidine

Sources: Spécia-Rhone Poulenc 
Archives, Besançon, France



Sources: Médecine Tropicale, 1954



Lesson 4 – pharmacology and public health policy
Miracle drugs revisited: the case of Pentamidine-Lomidine

The chemoprophylactic revolution
IM injections to the entire population, every 6 months

« Lomidinisation totale »



Source: FOREAMI 
reports, Tropical 
Medicine Institute 
(Antwerp)



Source: FOREAMI 
reports, Tropical 
Medicine Institute 
(Antwerp)



Source: Infocam,Yaoundé, 
Cameroun



Lesson 4 – pharmacology and public health policy
Miracle drugs revisited: the case of Pentamidine-Lomidine

The chemoprophylactic revolution
IM injections to the entire population, every 6 months

« Lomidinisation totale »

A wonder drug : Lomidine and eradication



Source: Beaudiment 
(1954), Médecine 
Tropicale



Source: Lotte 
(1954), Médecine 
Tropicale



Source: Muraz, L’essor 
médical dans l’Union 
Française, 1953 and 1954



Lesson 4 – pharmacology and public health policy
Miracle drugs revisited: the case of Pentamidine-Lomidine

The chemoprophylactic revolution
IM injections to the entire population, every 6 months

« Lomidinisation totale »

A wonder drug : Lomidine and eradication

The end of the story

« Useless, dangerous, and therefore uselessly dangerous »
Labusquière (1974)



Lesson 4 – pharmacology and public health policy
Miracle drugs revisited: the case of Pentamidine-Lomidine

How did experts make sense of contradictions ? 
The drug which was too efficient 

Failures and the indisciplined individual

Side-effects and African « pusillanimity »

The reference to the « race »

The case of Europeans : benefit/risk ratio

“these considerations [about accidents and cryptic infections] cannot lead us to hesitate to plan 
chemoprophylaxis campaigns in endemic regions as long as it is guaranteed that the 
campaigns can be continued until the end – because we consciously sacrifice individuals in 
front of the collective problem which has to be solved”.

Neujean, 1958, IBPTT report, Archives Africaines. Neujeans emphasis.



Lesson 5 – Risk management
Accidents, injections and iatrogenic epidemics

Accidents during sleeping  sickness campaigns



Main accidents during sleeping sickness campaigns in Cameroon and adjacent countries

Goro, Chad, 1965
Gaseous gangrenes
following lomidinisation

14 deaths

Yokadouma
Cameroon, 1954
Gaseous gangrenes
following lomidinisation
28 deaths, 
more than 300 cases

Nkoltang
Gabon, 1952
Gaseous gangrenes
following lomidinisation
14 deaths, 
more than 200 cases

Bafia, Cameroun
1930
Tryparsamide overdose 
Hundreds of patients
blinded



Lesson 5 – Risk management
Accidents, injections and iatrogenic epidemics

Accidents during sleeping  sickness campaigns

The interpretation of accidents

The accident by accident

The normal accident 

Injection campaigns and iatrogenic epidemics: the 
case of HCV in Cameroon
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