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Bacteria, viruses, parasites, chemicals, bio-toxins

"Governments need to give food 
safety just as much attention as 
they devote to the quality & safety 
of pharmaceutical products. Not 
everyone needs to take medicine 
every day, but all people need food, 
each and every day". 

Dr Margaret Chan, 

WHO Director-General



Foodborne Diseases –
a global health security issue

• Spread of foodborne disease  
outbreaks (trade, travel, unrest)

• Emergence of new foodborne 
diseases (e.g. vCJD)

• Use of food as a vehicle for 
deliberate contamination 
(terrorist threats to food)



• Diseases of poverty

Foodborne Diseases – a global development issue

• Higher rates in 
vulnerable groups

UN Millennium Development Goals (MDG)UN Millennium Development Goals (MDG)UN Millennium Development Goals (MDG)UN Millennium Development Goals (MDG)



Disease Burden

What we do know…

(reported cases)

What we need to 
know!

Surveillance of Foodborne DiseaseSurveillance of Foodborne Disease
WHO Global Strategy for Food Safety (WHA, 2002)  &WHO Global Strategy for Food Safety (WHA, 2002)  &WHO Global Strategy for Food Safety (WHA, 2002)  &WHO Global Strategy for Food Safety (WHA, 2002)  &

Beijing Declaration on Food SafetyBeijing Declaration on Food SafetyBeijing Declaration on Food SafetyBeijing Declaration on Food Safety (Nov 2007)(Nov 2007)(Nov 2007)(Nov 2007)

""""…………. . . . develop science-based measures to prevent exposure to hazards
through food, and to assess and communicate foodborne risks.""""



2006 WHO Consultation 
to Develop a Strategy for the 

Global Burden of Foodborne Diseases –

"What doesn't get "What doesn't get "What doesn't get "What doesn't get 
measured, doesn't measured, doesn't measured, doesn't measured, doesn't 

get done"get done"get done"get done"

"How else to "How else to "How else to "How else to 
assess assess assess assess 

effectiveness of effectiveness of effectiveness of effectiveness of 
food safety policies food safety policies food safety policies food safety policies 
& interventions?"& interventions?"& interventions?"& interventions?"

Recommendation 10Recommendation 10Recommendation 10Recommendation 10: : : : 
WHO to lead efforts & WHO to lead efforts & WHO to lead efforts & WHO to lead efforts & 

appoint appoint appoint appoint Foodborne Foodborne Foodborne Foodborne 
Disease Burden Disease Burden Disease Burden Disease Burden 

Epidemiology Epidemiology Epidemiology Epidemiology 
Reference Group Reference Group Reference Group Reference Group 

(FERG)(FERG)(FERG)(FERG)

GoalGoalGoalGoal of Initiative: Provide of Initiative: Provide of Initiative: Provide of Initiative: Provide 
data & tools to enable data & tools to enable data & tools to enable data & tools to enable 
policypolicypolicypolicy----makers & other makers & other makers & other makers & other 

stakeholders to set stakeholders to set stakeholders to set stakeholders to set 
evidenceevidenceevidenceevidence----based priorities in based priorities in based priorities in based priorities in 
food safety at country levelfood safety at country levelfood safety at country levelfood safety at country level
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FBD Burden - Action framework

 

Strategic framework
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Strategic framework

Assembling Assembling Assembling Assembling 
existing evidenceexisting evidenceexisting evidenceexisting evidence

Country studiesCountry studiesCountry studiesCountry studies
Country Country Country Country BoDBoDBoDBoD
capacity builtcapacity builtcapacity builtcapacity built

Tools for countries to Tools for countries to Tools for countries to Tools for countries to 
assess effectivenessassess effectivenessassess effectivenessassess effectiveness

• Build on existing evidence

• Priorities as identified by partners

• Monitoring & Evaluation framework

• Peer review framework

• Communication strategy



FERG 1 –
held in November 2007

(report soon available
in French & Spanish)

http://www.who.int/foodsafety/publications/foodborne_disease/burhttp://www.who.int/foodsafety/publications/foodborne_disease/burhttp://www.who.int/foodsafety/publications/foodborne_disease/burhttp://www.who.int/foodsafety/publications/foodborne_disease/burden_nov07/en/index.htmlden_nov07/en/index.htmlden_nov07/en/index.htmlden_nov07/en/index.html



FERG 1 –
held in November 2007

(report soon available
in French & Spanish)

http://www.who.int/foodsafety/publications/foodborne_disease/burhttp://www.who.int/foodsafety/publications/foodborne_disease/burhttp://www.who.int/foodsafety/publications/foodborne_disease/burhttp://www.who.int/foodsafety/publications/foodborne_disease/burden_nov07/en/index.htmlden_nov07/en/index.htmlden_nov07/en/index.htmlden_nov07/en/index.html

FERG 2 meeting –

17-21 November 2008



Alliance of collaborators & partners 
• CDC, Atlanta (technical & $ support)

• US Department of Agriculture (technical & $ support)

• Dutch Ministry of Health, Sports & Welfare ($ support)

• Government of the Federal Republic of Germany (JPO to Secretariat)

• Japanese Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare ($ support)

• Government of the UK (2 secondments to Secretariat)

• Government of Sri Lanka (secondment to Secretariat agreed)

• Government of the Republic of Ireland (secondment to Secretariat)

• UN & other internationals (FAO, OIE, IARC, UNEP, WTO, World Bank)

• European CDC

• Institute for Health Metrics and Evaluation

• Multiple topic-relevant networks (e.g GSS, Med-Vet-Net, Int Collab of BoI studies)

Regular 
stakeholder 
consultation

In discussion process with countries
• Numerous bi-laterals, including: 

– National equivalents of FDA, DoA, AID & NIH

• Other multi-laterals, Foundations etc



Who are the

multi-sectoral 
stakeholders?

• WHO member states

• Bi/multi-lateral donors

• NGOs

• Consumer groups

• Industry

• Public & scientific media

Date: Date: Date: Date: Thursday, 20 November 2008
Time: Time: Time: Time: 10:00 hrs to 17:30 hrs

Place: Place: Place: Place: International Conference Centre Geneva (CICG), Conference Rooms 5 & 6



What is the

purpose of the 

stakeholder 

meeting?

• Actively engage with 

the research 
conducted 

• Open new channels 

for multi-sectoral 

technical cooperation



Stakeholder roles

at the meeting

• Suggest what type of 
burden data best meet 

the needs of policy 

makers (and other end-

users)

• Suggest how WHO 

can improve the 
reporting of data

• Suggest how 

collaboration in this 

area can be improved

• Other suggestions!

FERG technicalFERG technicalFERG technicalFERG technical
meetingmeetingmeetingmeeting

21 November21 November21 November21 November



Initiative to Estimate the
Global Burden of Foodborne Diseases (FBD)

• Why?

– Because information on burden of FBD from all causes is poor

– Policy makers require information to assess effectiveness of prevention and 
interventions (incl. Codex Alimentarius)

– Foster international development and global health security

• What?

– Estimation of current, future and averted morbidity, disability and mortality of FBD

– Development of tools for countries to conduct BoD studies & assess effectiveness 
of policies & interventions

• How? 

– Foodborne Disease Burden Epidemiology Reference Group (FERG)

– Time frame of ~ 5 years

• Outcome?

– Global report and global atlas (communication strategy)

– Country BoD studies and BoD capacity



www.who.int/foodsafety/foodborne_disease/ferg/

Date: Date: Date: Date: Thursday, 20 November 2008
Time: Time: Time: Time: 10:00 hrs to 17:30 hrs

Place: Place: Place: Place: International Conference Centre Geneva (CICG), Conference Rooms 5 & 6

Please join us!


