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Donley was STOP's project leader and spokesperson in the development of USDA's Pathogen 
Reduction/Hazard Analysis and Critical Control Points (PR/HAACP) rule, a two-year process that was 
rolled out in January 1996. 

 
Nancy was appointed to the National Advisory Committee on Meat and Poultry Inspection by U.S. 
Secretary of Agriculture Daniel Glickman in 1996, and re-appointed again in 1998 and 2000.   
 
Donley has received numerous awards for her volunteer efforts in advancing stronger food safety 
policies and raising public awareness. 
 
Nancy Donley is a licensed real estate broker in Illinois, where she lives in Chicago with her 
husband, Tom.  She has a Bachelor of Science in Marketing from DePaul University. 

 
STOP — Safe Tables Our Priority 

 
STOP is the United States' foremost non-profit public health organization representing foodborne 
illness victims.  STOP's mission is to prevent illness and death due to pathogens in the food supply 

by advocating sound public policies, by building awareness of the risks of foodborne illness and how 
best to manage these risks, and by providing assistance to individuals and their families who have 
experienced foodborne illness.  STOP was founded in 1993 in the aftermath of the Jack-In-The-Box 
E. coli O157:H7 outbreak from contaminated ground beef patties that occurred in California and the 
Pacific Northwest.  STOP's headquarters are in suburban Chicago. 

 

Nancy Donley has held the volunteer position of President of STOP —
Safe Tables Our Priority for all but two years since 1996.  STOP is the 
United States' foremost non-profit public health organization 
representing foodborne illness victims. 
 
Donley first became involved in food safety after the death of her only 

child, 6-year-old Alex, from Hemolytic Uremic Syndrome caused by 
eating E. coli O157:H7-contaminated ground beef.  Alex's death 
occurred in July 1993, six months after the watershed Jack-In-The-Box 
E. coli epidemic in California and the Pacific Northwest in which four 
known children died and over 700 people were sickened. 

 
 


