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HIV/AIDS AND CONFLICT

Conflicts and disasters contribute to the spread of HIV/AIDS.

During war and conflict, civilians are often subjected to mass displacement, human rights abuses, including sexual violence, and are left in conditions of poverty that might force them to use commercial sex to survive.
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The Declaration of Commitment on HIV/AIDS, adopted by the UN General Assembly Special Session on HIV/AIDS on  27 June 2001 “Calls on all United Nations agencies, regional and international organizations, as well as non-governmental organizations involved with the provision and delivery of international assistance to countries and regions affected by conflicts, humanitarian crises or natural disasters, to incorporate as a matter of urgency HIV/AIDS prevention, care and awareness elements into their plans and programmes and provide HIV/AIDS awareness and training to their personnel.”
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“By 2003, develop and begin to implement national strategies that incorporate HIV/AIDS awareness, prevention, care and treatment elements into programmes or actions that respond to emergency situations, recognizing that populations destabilized by armed conflict, humanitarian emergencies and natural disasters, including refugees, internally displaced persons and in particular, women and children, are at increased risk of exposure to HIV infection; and, where appropriate, factor HIV/AIDS components into international assistance programmes.”  

UN General Assembly Special Session on HIV/AIDS, Declaration of Commitment on HIV/AIDS, 27 June 2001

In response to the Declaration of Commitment on HIV/AIDS, the UNAIDS Initiative on HIV/AIDS and Security addresses HIV/AIDS among vulnerable populations affected by conflict, notably refugees, women and children.

Refugees and HIV/AIDS

Displacement is associated with interruption of social cohesion and relationships, promiscuity, inadequate shelter and commercial sex. There is growing evidence from war zones in Rwanda, Bosnia and Sierra Leone that war and forced migration are linked to the spread of HIV/AIDS. The impact of displacement and increased risk to HIV is particularly acute on women and children, who constitute 75% of the world’s refugees.

The UN system provides active support to address HIV-related issues in emergency situations. In collaboration with UNAIDS, UNHCR has developed a Strategic Plan on HIV/AIDS for Refugees for 2002-2004 which is now operational in refugee camps in Kenya, Tanzania and Uganda as well in the context of the Mano River Union Initiative on HIV/AIDS, including Sierra Leone, Liberia and Guinea. 

HIV/AIDS among Women and Girls Affected by War

[image: image5]In circumstances of war and conflict, the vulnerability of women and young girls particularly rises as economic and social structures are weakened and violence, including sexual abuse, increase. This was recognized by UN Security Council Resolution 1325, adopted in October 2000, which addresses the impact of armed conflict on women and girls, including the impact of HIV/AIDS in this context. In response to this growing concern, the Cooperation Framework signed between UNAIDS and UNIFEM (UN Development Fund for Women) in May 2001 includes a specific provision on AIDS awareness and gender-sensitive training during humanitarian and peacekeeping operations. 

As part of its programme on women and war, UNIFEM, with the support of UNAIDS, has established the position of an HIV/AIDS gender advisor in Sierra Leone to address the specific needs and reduce the vulnerability of women and girls, including refugees and sex workers, affected by HIV/AIDS and the long standing conflict in the region. This project is currently being envisaged in other areas affected by conflict.

Children Affected by Conflict and HIV/AIDS

Of the 17 countries which each have over 100,000 children orphaned by AIDS, 13 are in conflict or on the brink of emergency and 13 are heavily indebted poor countries. In addition, the spread of HIV infection during conflict is accelerated by the involvement of young people with military forces, who are themselves typically young and sexually active.

UNAIDS, UNICEF and Save The Children UK are conducting a study in the African Great Lakes region to improve HIV/AIDS interventions among children and adolescents affected by conflict and post-conflict situations. This analysis will be followed up by programmes to build staff capacity in countries affected by conflict and HIV/AIDS. 
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The UN Secretary General’s 2002 report to the UN Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) on Humanitarian Coordination includes for the first time a specific reference to the importance of addressing HIV/AIDS in humanitarian contexts. 

The Inter-Agency Standing Committee (IASC) Reference Group on HIV/AIDS in Emergencies was reactivated in March 2002 with the task of: (1) Finalizing the revision of the UNAIDS/UNHCR/WHO Guidelines for HIV Interventions in Emergency Settings; (2) Finalizing a minimum package for HIV/AIDS intervention in conflict and post conflict phases; (3) Strengthening coordination at field level; (4) Linking with other non-UN agencies; and 

(5) Mainstreaming HIV/AIDS into the OCHA Consolidated Appeals (CAP).
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UNAIDS Humanitarian Unit

UN Nordic Office, P.O. Box 2530, 3 Midtermolen, 2100 Copenhagen, Denmark

Tel: 45 35 46 71 43  Fax: 45 35 46 71 41 Email: jelena.vladicic@unaids.dk















































































































Following a UNAIDS survey undertaken in 2001 as a follow-up to the Declaration of Commitment on HIV/AIDS, it was found that some countries (including 17 of those responding to the UNAIDS survey) have integrated strategies for responding to HIV/AIDS in emergency situations into their national AIDS plans.  Among countries responding to the survey, Asian countries are most likely to have incorporated such strategies into national planning.      











In Kigali, capital of Rwanda, the HIV prevalence among pregnant women from rural areas was 24% in 1995, as a result of rape and displacement during the 1994 genocide. 
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Consolidated Inter-Agency Appeal for Sierra Leone 2002


Using HIV/AIDS as a unifying theme for reinforcing peace-building efforts throughout the sub-region, UNAIDS, through its Inter-Country Team for West and Central Africa (ICT/WCA), will act as the Secretariat and facilitator of a new sub-regional (MRU) initiative on HIV/AIDS - which complements and provides a link to the CAP. They will also continue to advocate for increased coordination and collaboration between UN agencies, governments and civil society partners (especially associations of concerned populations). This will help in the harmonisation of strategies, policies, interventions and messages regarding STI/HIV/AIDS prevention and care for displaced populations (refugees, returnees, IDPs); host communities; war-affected women and children; and peacekeeping/security forces. Without creating new or parallel structures, this sub-regional initiative will build on the existing strengths and comparative advantages of each partner, and promote the minimum package of services (condom distribution and enforcement of universal precautions) as recommended in the Inter-agency Field Manual. Reproductive Health in Refugee Situations (1999) UNHCR. 
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