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15 April 2002

The health Situation Report is based on phone interviews with District Officers and other health personnel.  Quantitative data were not available. The information is not verified.

1. The health situation in the West Bank becomes critical since the medical services are still not functioning, even not in their limited capacity.

2. The risk of an outbreak is increasing due to a general lack of water and sanitation as well as the interrupted garbage disposal. However, no local outbreak has been reported yet.

3. The lack of electricity is reported to have started destroying blood units and vaccines.

4. There is a lack of medicines and disposables of all kinds. Especially severe is the shortage of medicines for chronic patients who need uninterrupted treatment.

5. No specified request for drugs has been reported. However, it is assumed that requests have been sent directly to the Ministry of Health and to donors.

6. The number of dead and injured has not been established.

Jenin

· The curfew in Jenin has been lifted on the 14th April from 9 am –2 pm, enabling the Health Clinic to allocate some drugs to other clinics and health centers. 

· Some drugs are urgently needed, especially for chronic diseases like diabetes, kidney diseases and heart disease. Available drugs might last only for 2 days more.

· Electricity is only available in some of the outside villages. 

· Water is supplied by the fire department in insufficient quantities. 

· The health centers outside the city are functioning in principle but are difficult to access.

· Garbage piles all over the city pose a risk of an outbreak of diarrhoeal diseases.

· The destruction of the sewage disposal system of the hospital caused the sewage to enter patients’ rooms and is affecting the environment.

Ramallah

· Ramallah hospitals and health centers are in need of drugs. 

· Reportedly most parts of the main health clinic of Ramallah have been destroyed and the nursing room, the pharmacy and the laboratory have been ransacked and damaged. 

· The same is true of the drug storage and the archive, including the patient files. 

· The newborn care room has been destroyed.

· There is a shortage of vaccines and all kinds of essential drugs.

Bethlehem

· Health facilities within the city and villages are not accessible.

· Ambulances and health professionals are not allowed to evacuate the wounded. 

· One dead body has been received by the emergency service to be buried.

· A shortage of drugs, especially insulin, has been reported. 

· Dialysis cannot be performed, thus putting patients at acute risk.

· There is general lack of water and electricity, which is affecting the efficacy of stored drugs and vaccines.

· The number of dead cannot be established. Eleven bodies have been received so far for burial.

Qalqilya

· Qalqilya health centers and hospitals are not functioning properly because the health professionals from outside the city cannot reach the hospital.

· Drugs or disposables have not been received by hospitals and the supply is almost depleted.

· One dead body was received yesterday to be buried in coordination with the IDF.

Nablus
· The garbage disposal system broke down and the risk of an outbreak has multiplied by the destruction of parts of the sewage disposal network. 

· Some of the surrounding areas to the city have no water. 

· It is impossible for patients to access health facilities.  However, ambulances are sometimes allowed to move through the streets and to work as a mobile clinic. That does not apply to the city centre. 

· It has been mentioned that Red Crescent ambulances are targeted by the Israeli forces. 

· The Nablus Central Clinic has been partly damaged and the health department is besieged. 

· Drug shortages have been reported, especially for chronic diseases: glocophase, caroctile, modicae injections, monocord and antibiotics.

Tulkarem

· The curfew is still in force over the area and patients do not have access to health centers and health professionals are prevented from attending work.

· Ambulances are not allowed to move.

· Two injuries have been reported today and the number of deaths reported is three.

· The general problem of garbage disposal is a main risk for outbreaks. 

· A shortage in drugs is reported especially from the surrounding villages because no contact with the suppliers is allowed.

Hebron 

· Israeli forces withdrew from the city center but the firing on the bridge that connects Hebron with Halhol city has prevented health professionals from reaching the hospitals or the health centers in Hebron city.

· Reportedly three people were injured while trying to pass the bridge.

· Seven people are said to have suffered  injuries in al Samoua’ city.

· PRCS ambulances have been fired upon when trying to attend to patients in Hebron.

· The hospitals in Hebron received some disposables from the Palestine Red Crescent Society (PRCS).  
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