EHA Highlights

Department of Emergency and Humanitarian Action
World Health Organization          Volume II , Issue 8                        September 2001

WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION

EHA Highlights n. 6 – July  2001


WHO in the Afghanistan Crisis. The major increase in IDPs and refugees triggered by the military action in Afghanistan, following the terrorist attack of 11 September, has compounded an already acute health crisis, where drought, malnutrition and communicable diseases have been for years major problems both for the local population and in the refugee camps on the borders. The imminent onset of an expected harsh winter is a complicating factor, while possible looting or losses might further accentuate shortages of equipment and supplies. 

The WHO country offices, headquarters and the two regional offices involved are closely working together and have finalized their contingency plans. Essentially, WHO is working in two directions: to strengthen its country and regional structures to cope with the evolving situation and to fulfil WHO core commitments in emergencies, especially in the areas of assessment, monitoring, disease surveillance and response. In addition, WHO is stockpiling essential drugs in the region and is planning to establish a surge team to address the possibility of refugee influx of refugees in the neighbouring countries.

New emergency health kits and emergency health library kits have been promptly sent to Afghanistan and neighbouring countries. WHO has also set up an emergency crisis room in Geneva to coordinate the response of the technical departments and the two regional offices involved in the crisis. A plan has been proposed to interested donors to strengthen WHO regional structures, country and sub-country offices in the region.

WHO participated in the preparation of the UN donor alert for emergency humanitarian assistance, which was launched on 27 September by the UN Emergency Relief Coordinator in Geneva. The planned activities in the health sector will focus on:

· Establishment of regular health coordination mechanisms at field level; 

· Epidemic surveillance and control of communicable diseases;  

· Vaccination of displaced children and women;

· Organization and expansion of health services for IDPs;

· Provision of essential supplies;

· Training programmes for health workers on the most essential health tasks. 

For information: Khalid Shibib, EHA, tel. +41 22 7912988, e-mail: shibibk@who.ch; Christine Chomilier, EHA, tel. +41 22 7912756, chomilierc@who.ch
Other New Emergency Appeals

· WHO request for urgent assistance to respond to an outbreak of yellow fever in Abidjan, Côte d’Ivoire

Focus: Urgent provision of adequate medical supplies, implementation of a mass immunization campaign, social mobilization and strengthening and coordination of the outbreak response

Requirements: US$ 2,936,200

· Extension of the PAHO/WHO Project for Internally Displaced Populations in Colombia and Neighbouring Countries

Focus: Provide access to essential health services ad basic sanitation to the most recently displaced population

Requirements: US$ 898,000

New documents on the EHA website (http://www.who.int/eha/disasters)

· WHO Weekly Update Afghanistan, 6 September 6

· East Timor Weekly Epidemiological Bulletin, weeks 32

· Situation Sanitaire et Humanitaire à Kissidougou (Guinea), n. 23 to 25 (September) 

· North Maluku Report, n.4 (September)
· Health Talks Afghanistan, September

· Fear in the Camps, Foreign Correspondent, Herat, Afghanistan, 12 September

· Fact Sheet for Response to Reproductive Health Needs in Afghanistan , 24 September 

· The Minimum Initial  Service Package for Reproductive Health in Crisis Situations

Health Partnership to Counter Cholera Epidemic in Guinea. A number of cholera cases have been identified in the sub-prefecture of Yalenzou, in southeast Guinea. According to reports, the epidemic started in August in a village of the region, and propagated later to the surrounding areas. The alert was given at the beginning of September. The region, bordering Côte d’Ivoire in the east and Liberia in the south, is endemic for cholera and epidemics were recorded in 1990 and 1994-95. In 2000, 229 cases were recorded in the region.

In support to the country’s Department of Public Health, WHO has organized training for the chiefs of health centres to review the case definition practices and measures to respond to cases of diarrhoea, with a special attention on epidemic control.

WHO has also provided vehicles to help the work of case identification and management. These activities are part of a broader effort to manage the crisis involving UNICEF, UNHCR and the Red Cross.  WHO stresses that, due to the poor quality of case notification procedures and the still weak degree of information of the population, monitoring is extremely important. The continuous population movements, the interruption of mass activities, the weakness of prevention measures are important risk factors that could lead to an epidemic outbreak. This crisis is occurring in a context of alert on cholera in West Africa, where over 100 people have died from cholera this year in Benin, Burkina Faso, Côte d’Ivoire, Guinea and Niger.

 For information: Rayana Bu-Hakah, EHA, tel. +41 22 7913748, e-mail: buhakahr@who.ch
Preparing Burundi’s health sector for the humanitarian challenge. WHO undertook a mission to Burundi from 18 to 22 September to support the country team for the preparation and formulation of WHO inputs for the CAP 2002 and for the preparation of contingency plans for health and nutrition.

Since 1993 Burundi has been facing a civil war that has resulted in the uprooting of approximately a million persons with 400,000 estimated refugees from Burundi in Tanzania and around 600,000 internally displaced persons. Plagued by several years of war and displacement compounded by drought and decrease in harvests, the population of Burundi is now witnessing a severe deterioration of the health indicators, a resurgence of epidemic diseases, high levels of malnutrition and a limitation in access to health care. The incidence of malaria increased alarmingly across Burundi in the latter half of 2000, with more than 3 million cases reported. In 2000 alone, 35 %of health problems and 50 %of hospitalisations were as a result of malaria. By April 2001, cases had decreased, but the health agencies, authorities and NGOs foresee another epidemic outbreak in November. WHO had not received any funding in 2001 through the CAP.

As a result of the mission, a number of recommendations have been put forwards for strengthening the role of WHO in the coordination of health interventions. Among them, the mission highlighted the need to reinforce the country office in the field of coordination, communication and information dissemination and to work more closely with NGOs and other humanitarian partners. It has also been suggested that WHO play a bigger role in the nutrition sector and develop a plan of action for malnutrition prevention and surveillance.

For information, in EHA: Rayana Bu-Hakah, tel. +41 22 7913748, e-mail: buhakahr@who.ch
Flash Update on Burkina Faso

Burkina Faso is located in Africa's "meningitis belt" and suffers from this disease each year from November to April. It has been the hardest hit in West Africa this year with more than 6,000 cases recorded since January.

The Italian government has granted WHO in Burkina Faso US$150,000 to help fight a meningitis epidemic this year.  The Government of Saudi Arabia has recently donated to the Government some US$ 300,000 in kind for the same purpose.



Advances on Psychosocial Response in Disasters and Conflicts. The fourth annual meeting of the Disaster Mental Health Institute of South Dakota, South Dakota University, an institution closely collaborating with WHO, was dedicated to "International Psychosocial Response to Disasters and Humanitarian Emergencies". A pluri-disciplinary group of twenty-five professionals from governmental and non-governmental organizations involved in mental health and psychosocial support in emergencies came from Latin America, the Middle East, Africa, Europe and the United States of America. USAID and other donor agencies were also present. 

The debate focused on ongoing and recent crises, such as the mudslides in Venezuela, the earthquake in Gujarat, the bomb attack on the USA Embassy in Nairobi, the unrest in the Middle East and other conflict and post-conflict situations. The WHO Declaration of Cooperation on Mental Health of Refugees, Displaced and Other Populations Affected by conflict and Post-conflict Situations was unanimously endorsed by the participants.  Projects of common interest were defined for immediate action with a view of translating advances into best practice.

For information: Mary Petevi, EHA, tel. +41 22 7914232, e-mail: petevim@who.ch
New contributions

· Italy: US$ 100,000 (from the  Emergency Supply Stock Fund) for Sierra Leone

· Italy (pledge): 1 billion ITL (US$ 475,300)  for Sudan
· Norway (pledge): 2,420,615 NOK (US$  268,000) in kind for tuberculosis control in Afghanistan

· Sweden (pledge) : 1.2 million SEK  (US$ 114,600)  for refugees in Kosovo

· Sweden (pledge): 5 million SEK  (US$ 477,700)  for mental health in Albania 

· Norway: NOK 5 million (US$ 564,700) for the WHO Office in the Palestinian Self-Rule Areas 

Emergency health library kits in local languages

In 1999 WHO selected technical guidelines and reference manuals written on best public health practices for humanitarian assistance and disaster reduction and produced an Emergency Health Library Kit. The kit contains 150 documents produced by WHO, other UN agencies and partner organizations, as well as external publishers. These documents represent essential reference materials for field relief workers and are regularly updated. 

Currently, the kit is available in English only, but requests for reference materials in different languages are received on a regular basis.  Translation of the documents into French, Russian, Arabic and Chinese and other widely spoken languages, such as Bahasa and Urdu, through the regional collaborating centres and institutions will make the kits accessible for a larger public.

EHA is looking for donors interested in funding the translation of this material, crucial to the staff working in emergency situations to provide up-to-date reference material on which to act. 

For information: Isis Pluut, EHA, tel. +41 22 7912704, pluute@who.ch


The mission of the WHO Department of Emergency and Humanitarian Action is to increase, through a concerted effort across WHO, the capacity and self-reliance of countries in the prevention of disasters, preparation for emergencies, mitigation of their health consequences, and the creation of a synergy between emergency action and sustainable development.



For comments and further information on this bulletin, please contact: Silvia Ferazzi, EHA External Relations, tel. +41 22 7912707, e-mail:ferazzis@who.ch

[image: image1.wmf]Summary of 2001 WHO Emergency Requirements and Funding Status

as of 31 August 2001 

3

Emergency

 WHO 

Requirements 

 Cash 

Contributions  

 Pledges 

 Carry-Over 4 

 Total 

Resources 

Available 

US$

US$

US$

US$

 REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA

Angola  (CAP)

2,459,200

        

 

771,087

        

 

-

               

 

-

               

 

771,087

         

 

Great Lakes Region and Central Africa (CAP)

1,113,000

        

 

-

               

 

52,500

          

 

-

               

 

52,500

           

 

Burundi (CAP) 

1

3,853,100

        

 

-

               

 

-

               

 

-

               

 

-

                 

 

Democratic Republic of the Congo (CAP)

4,875,200

        

 

-

               

 

210,200

        

 

-

               

 

210,200

         

 

Republic of the Congo (CAP)

 1

2,966,100

        

 

263,499

        

 

-

               

 

-

               

 

263,499

         

 

Tanzania (CAP)

583,000

           

 

-

               

 

-

               

 

-

               

 

-

                 

 

Uganda (CAP)

1,442,700

        

 

-

               

 

-

               

 

-

               

 

-

                 

 

West Africa (CAP)

5,678,900

        

 

109,455

        

 

-

               

 

-

               

 

109,455

         

 

Guinea (CAP)

1,983,260

        

 

-

               

 

-

               

 

-

               

 

-

                 

 

Liberia (CAP)

1,495,400

        

 

-

               

 

-

               

 

-

               

 

-

                 

 

Sierra Leone (CAP)

2,344,151

        

 

-

               

 

340,000

        

 

-

               

 

340,000

         

 

Ethiopia (CAP) 

1

10,282,700

      

 

1,788,051

     

 

95,000

          

 

-

               

 

1,883,051

      

 

Kenya

890,824

           

 

-

               

 

-

               

 

-

               

 

-

                 

 

Eritrea (CAP)

1,900,220

        

 

-

               

 

-

               

 

-

               

 

-

                 

 

Central African Republic (UN flash appeal)

464,696

           

 

-

               

 

-

               

 

-

               

 

-

                 

 

SUB-TOTAL

42,332,451

      

 

2,932,092

     

 

697,700

        

 

-

               

 

3,629,792

      

 

 REGIONAL OFFICE FOR THE AMERICAS / PAN-AMERICAN HEALTH ORGANIZATION

Colombia

1,850,000

        

 

-

               

 

-

               

 

-

               

 

-

                 

 

SUB-TOTAL

1,850,000

        

 

-

               

 

-

               

 

-

               

 

-

                 

 

 REGIONAL OFFICE FOR THE EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN

Somalia (CAP)

4,353,000

        

 

-

               

 

-

               

 

-

               

 

-

                 

 

Sudan (CAP) 

1

5,235,520

        

 

-

               

 

-

               

 

-

               

 

-

                 

 

Afghanistan (CAP) 

1

12,605,740

      

 

547,272

        

 

267,960

        

 

460,700

       

 

1,275,932

      

 

Djibouti

558,100

           

 

-

               

 

-

               

 

-

               

 

-

                 

 

SUB-TOTAL

22,752,360

      

 

547,272

        

 

267,960

        

 

460,700

       

 

1,275,932

      

 

East Timor

1,789,000

        

 

-

               

 

-

               

 

-

               

 

-

                 

 

Maluku crisis (Indonesia) (CAP)

1,136,800

        

 

609,800

        

 

62,900

          

 

-

               

 

672,700

         

 

Democratic People's Republic of Korea (CAP)

8,350,300

        

 

910,579

        

 

414,800

        

 

-

               

 

1,325,379

      

 

Myanmar/Thailand

384,780

           

 

384,780

        

 

-

               

 

-

               

 

384,780

         

 

Sri Lanka

205,000

           

 

-

               

 

-

               

 

-

               

 

-

                 

 

SUB-TOTAL

11,865,880

      

 

1,905,159

     

 

477,700

        

 

-

               

 

2,382,859

      

 

Southeastern Europe (CAP)

27,119,500

      

 

2,131,573

     

 

-

               

 

-

               

 

2,131,573

      

 

    Unearmarked

-

               

 

-

               

 

-

               

 

-

                 

 

    Albania

2,435,000

        

 

268,034

        

 

-

               

 

-

               

 

268,034

         

 

    Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (excl. Kosovo)

5,720,000

        

 

1,252,539

     

 

-

               

 

-

               

 

1,252,539

      

 

    UN Administered Province of Kosovo (FRY)

14,904,500

      

 

611,000

        

 

-

               

 

-

               

 

611,000

         

 

    Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia

4,060,000

        

 

-

               

 

-

               

 

-

               

 

-

                 

 

Northern Caucasus (Russian Federation) (CAP)

3,723,000

        

 

127,300

        

 

800,000

        

 

-

               

 

927,300

         

 

Tajikistan (CAP) 

1

4,159,200

        

 

-

               

 

-

               

 

-

               

 

-

                 

 

SUB-TOTAL

35,001,700

      

 

2,258,873

     

 

800,000

        

 

-

               

 

3,058,873

      

 

Horn of Africa Regional Programme

2,279,000

        

 

-

               

 

-

               

 

-

               

 

-

                 

 

Palestinian Self-rule Areas (Humanitarian Progr.)

 2

3,731,200

        

 

-

               

 

-

               

 

329,500

       

 

329,500

         

 

Intelligence, Knowledge and Capacity Building

3,251,000

        

 

7,000

            

 

50,000

          

 

-

               

 

57,000

           

 

Total Appeals

123,063,591

    

 

7,650,396

     

 

2,293,360

     

 

790,200

       

 

10,733,956

    

 

Other Contributions 

5

NA

3,097,668

     

 

553,800

        

 

750,106

       

 

4,401,574

      

 

GRAND TOTAL

NA

10,748,064

2,847,160

     

 

1,540,306

    

 

15,135,530

    

 

3 This revised table does

 not include 

outstanding pledges or contributions received in 2001 for 2000 programmes

4 Carry-over includes 2001 allocations from previous years' contributions and re-programmed old contributions

5 Unallocated ERF/em. supplies; contributions Burkina Faso, Myanmar, Pakistan; flash appeals Cambodia, El Salvador, India, Mongolia, Mozambique

Contributions for special programmes (Technical Cooperation Palestinian Self-Rule Areas,  DGSR Mission to Russia, Depleted Uranium) are not included 

2 Revised requirements

 REGIONAL OFFICE FOR SOUTH-EAST ASIA

 REGIONAL OFFICE FOR EUROPE

OTHER PROGRAMMES

1 Also including requirements being integrated or additional to the CAP
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