IDPs in Colombia

Over the last four years, the violence in Colombia has continued to generate significant population displacement and has affected a much broader geographical area. The size of the IDPs increased from 89,000 in 1995 to 288,000 in 1999. In addition the violence directed at government and national health workers, and more recently at international medical and humanitarian missions, forced the evacuation of this staff and caused the disruption of health services to the local population. 

The main issues are the lack of effective communication among the increasingly numerous and continuously-changing humanitarian health workers, the large difference in procedures and lack of a standard approach among agencies, the irregular attention, and the absence of clear local health references, particularly in the most violent zones.

PAHO/WHO has been providing assistance to the IDPs since 1998. The IDPs face deficient sanitary and health conditions especially in suburban areas and camps. In addition the fear of being persecuted, precludes them from accessing health services, for which they need to proof their identity.
The National Institute of Health conducted a comprehensive health diagnostic study in a randomized controlled study of Internally Displaced Populations on the outskirts of Cartagena, Colombia. The public health crisis that this population faces is impressive.

· Only 7 % of the children have been healthy in the 15 days prior to the study

· Of all the ill people, only 29 % (232/799) were taken for health consultations

· In 60 % of all cases (334/552) when children were not taken for a medical check- up, lack of money to be able to pay for the consultation was the main reason 

· Of all the medical check-ups carried out among the children, 52.5 % (117/223) of the consultations were paid for by the parents; 22 % (50/223) of the children were given free medical attention by the health institutions; and only 21.5 % (48/223) were covered by the Social Security System

· 77.9 % of the children had no affiliation with any social security system

· 57 % of the infant mortality reported between august and November 2000 by the community could have been prevented

· Among the displaced children under five years of age the vaccination coverage is 20 % below the national and regional coverages for the majority of the antigenes

· 60 % of the interviewed population presented a certain degree of clinical depression or was suspected to have clinical depression

· The basic environmental health conditions of the displaced population are distressing: e.g. none of the visited households were free of vectors, in 95 % of the households rats were found and likewise in 95 % of the housing 3 or more vectors were found

For more information please also consult the website that has been developed on the Internally Displaced Populations in Colombia: 

http://www.disaster.info.desastres.net/desplazados/default.htm
