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Coordination:
· WHO attended a coordinating meeting of all UN agencies and NGOs organized at FOCUS office in Faizabad City. the meeting focussed their attention on three main topics that is IDPs situation, drought and general issues. The participants presented brief reports about their assistance to IDPs in Takhar and Badakhshan provinces. The WHO team informed the participants about the Health Coordination committee activities on diarrheal disease in Takhar and Faizabad provinces. The team added that WHO office in Faizabad provided medical supplies to ARCS clinics dealing with IDPs in Khwajabahawuddin district in Takhar and Keshem district in Badakhshan. The WHO team briefed the participants about other activities such as establishing of four literacy courses for 110 illiterate women involved in WHO Basic Minimum Needs (BDN) programme in Wahdat and Layab Villages of Yaftal and Orgo districts of Badakhshan province, progress work on the second phase of the Faizabad City Water Supply Project aimed at provision of safe drinking water for the new city and training activities in the region. 

· WHO facilitated the CDD (diarrhoea) Task Force Committee Meeting organized at the Faizabad Public Health Hospital. The participants reviewed reports on diarrhoeal cases in some districts of Badakhshan province, preparation for possible outbreak of cholera and provision of medical supplies to some districts in Takhar and Faizabad provinces. Health Information Officer (HIS) of MOPH briefed the participants about the reports sent from some districts about diarrhoeal cases and added that the reports show increase in the CDD cases in comparison with reports of last week, but the increase is seasonal not serious. WHO team briefed the participants about distribution of ORS and health education materials to health facilities in the region. The participants decided to establish an ORT corner in the outpatient ward of Faizabad hospital to pre-position cholera kits for the treatment of the possible cholera outbreak in some in Takhar and Faizabad provinces and to improve collection of health data from all districts. 
· WHO office in Kandahar facilitated the Malaria coordination committee meeting attended by MOPH, HNI, Ibnesina and AHDS. The participants discussed issues such as control and treatment of malaria, training for malaria staff, malaria incidence and distribution of impregnated bed-nets in the Southern region of Afghanistan. 

NIDs: 
· A "mopping up" vaccination campaign for polio eradication was launched in four districts of Kandahar province (Kandahar city, Daman, Dand and Arghandab districts) from July 7-9, 2001. Out of 176,162 targeted children under five years of age, 166,575 children were vaccinated which shows that the plan was implemented by 95%. To ensure the most complete coverage, a triple wave supervision was employed utilizing expert teams from three other regions. The main goal of the campaign was to disrupt the transmission of the wild poliovirus. WHO, UNICEF, MOPH and all UN agencies and international and national NGOs actively contributed to the campaign. 

TRAINING: 

· WHO office in Mazar City of Balkh province conducted a one-week community nutrition workshop. MOPH Director officially inaugurated the workshop at the MOPH training hall in Mazar. The director stressed on the importance of capacity building measures, effects of nutrition on health especially women and children. He thanked WHO for health manpower development. 32 health workers including 6 fameles representing five provinces including MOPH, ARCS and NGOS were trained in the workshop. 

CHOLERA OUTBREAK:

· 2653 cholera  cases including 17 deaths were reported from northern Afghanistan were reported as of 18 July 2001. 

Evolution of the outbreak and WHO action 

· During the past week,  WHO sent three missions from Mazar to Samangan, Sari-pul and Sheberghan provinces for the assessment of cholera situation, conducting health education campaigns and distribution of medical supplies. The teams met with governors of the said provinces, briefed them about the situation. The governors expressed their full support in the control of the disease.

· WHO facilitated orientation meetings about cholera in Sheberghan and Saripul provinces which were attended by the representative of the municipalities of Sheberghan and Saripul, RRD, Education, Vice and Virtue, Haj and Auqaf, Culture and Information and MOPH Depts. WHO team briefed the participants on diarrhoea/cholera control and preventive measures, health education, sanitation, chlorination of water sources, wells in villages and early referral of patients to hospitals. The teams added that they staged health education campaigns through mosques (Imams), schools, health facilities and government depts. WHO with cooperation of UNICEF, UN agencies, NGOs and MOPH chlorinated water sources and provided medical supplies to health facilities functioning in Aibak, Hazrat-Sultan, Khulm, Aq-Kubrek Keshendeh districts and Sheberghan and Samangan hospitals where cholera outbreak has been reported. 

· By 14th July the situation in Khulm and Feroz Nakhchir of Samangan province was under control and cases are drastically decreased to normal seasonal diarrhea. In Aibak district the hospital still receives acute gastro enteritis cases with severe dehydration, mostly from IDPs camp. In all villages of Hazrat Sultan district, chlorination of water sources (pools and wells) have been completed and people have been educated about the cholera/diarrhoea preventive measures and cases are decreasing. 

· On 13th July, the first reports of severe case of diarrhea were received from Aq Kubrek, Keshendeh District of Balkh Province. An MOPH team carrying ORS and chlorine donated by UNICEF and drugs and IV solutions donated by WHO left Mazarisharif to investigate and control the outbreak. They set up treatment sites and treated 90 cases of dehydration due to watery diarrhea, and there were no deaths among those patients. When the team finished their supplies, they brought their report back to Mazarisharif on 16 July. They were re-supplied including hygiene education materials and returned to Aq Kubrek the same day. 

· Two days later, the Governor of Balkh called for further assistance from the health sector agencies and organizations, and the Regional MOPH declared a Cholera Outbreak in the Northern Region. The Northern Region Health Coordination Committee sent two more teams jointly staffed and supplied by MOPH, WHO, UNICEF, ARCS, and MSF to Aq Kubrek.

· By 20 July, the total number of cases seen in the treatment sites was 973 with 3 deaths. However, 53 other deaths were reported to have occurred in the community before arriving at the treatment sites. 

· During the same time period, the Basic Health Clinic in the neighboring Sholgara District reported 413 cases of diarrhea and 24 deaths. A team of eight staff from the Regional MOPH have joined the health workers in the area to control the epidemic.

· In both Aq Kubrek and Sholgara, hygiene education and chlorination of water sources have been initiated simultaneously with case management.

