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1.  NATURAL DISASTERS

· A strong earthquake measuring 6.4 on the Richter scale according to the provincial office of the Meteorology and Geophysics Agency rocked Manado on Saturday, but neither casualties nor structural damage were reported. 
· The Jakarta Post on Tuesday 27 February reported that a Government regulation (04/2001) was issued specifically aimed at preventing forest fires by holding more parties, including forest concession holders, accountable for fires breaking out in their areas, even if they are not directly responsible for the fires.  An international forest monitoring group, Forest Resources Assessment, has revealed that during the major fires in Kalimantan and Sumatra in 1997 about two million hectares of forest went up in smoke.

· According to the Jakarta Post of 28 February a team of geologists from the Yogyakarta based Gadjah Mada University warned that major landslides could recur in Cipanas district, Banten province. Cipanas district was the hardest-hit in a wave of landslides and flooding, which hit four districts in the province from 8 to 19 February. 

2. ACEH

General Situation
· Despite the latest truce, the security situation worsened in Aceh province, in particular in East Aceh, with at least 11 people killed and scores of others injured in separate incidents.
· A second Commander-to-Commander meeting between state security forces and GAM took place in Banda Aceh on 22 February to evaluate the implementation of the 10 February agreement between government and GAM field commanders to stop using violence. The parties agreed on a five-point accord aiming to halt violence and issued a joint statement on Saturday 24 February. The agreement provides for regular consultations between the security forces and GAM field commanders and the involvement of field commanders at the highest level. The parties commit themselves to ensure the security of local, national and international humanitarian workers and humanitarian organizations, and agree to maintain law and order. The Henry Dunant Centre for Humanitarian Dialogue facilitated the meeting. A third such meeting took place on 28 February. 
· According to the Indonesian Observer of 28 February, Coordinating Minister for Political, Social and Security Affairs Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono said more troops would be deployed if peaceful measures failed to overcome the violence in Aceh and rebels continued to violate the truce. The minister said the government’s approach to dealing with the situation in Aceh includes five steps, the first one of which is to take political measures. The second step is to boost the province’s economy by establishing infrastructure in the agricultural sector. The third step is to win the hearts and minds of people by rebuilding houses burned down during the conflict, and giving alms to the elderly, widows and orphans.  The fourth is to take legal action against those who violate the law, and the fifth step the deployment of additional troops. 
· The Jakarta Post on Monday 27 February reported that the government has allocated financial assistance amounting to Rp 1 trillion (around US$ 101 million) to support economic recovery programs in the province. The governor of Aceh, Abdullah Puteh, said the assistance came from the Ministry of Cooperatives, several banks and the Indonesian Workers Social Security Program. The local government will distribute funds through new cooperative bodies to be set up in all sub-districts. The groups will focus on the agribusiness sector, which comprises agriculture and plantations. The governor said that to speed up economic recovery in the region, lower income groups needed to have the opportunity to become entrepreneurs.  Under the new cooperatives, each group would obtain sufficient funds to cultivate 100 hectares of land.
· The Jakarta Post reported on 1 March that the Parliament (DPR) had approved the establishment of a special committee to deliberate a bill on wide-ranging autonomy for Aceh.  The House of Representatives ordered the 50-member committee to conduct in-depth discussions of the bill for one week before inviting the government to join the deliberations. 
· The government has finally decided to try Muhammad Nazar, the chairman of the Aceh Referendum Information Centre (SIRA), in Banda Aceh. Three judges from Medan and one from Sabang will join the only available judge in Banda Aceh to conduct the trial, which is scheduled for 7 and 8 March. Demonstrations are likely to take place during the trial.

· The Aceh Provincial Attorney’s Office has announced that the chief of military intelligence of North Aceh, Mayor JP, is accused as a suspect in the murder of the RATA’s volunteers in North Aceh last December.  There are 8 suspects in this case: 4 military and 4 civilians.

· The fuel supply in North Aceh, especially in Lhokseumawe, is now back to normal after the North Aceh chief of police instructed his personnel to keep full guard on the transportation of the fuel supply from Pertamina’s depot to public gas stations in Lhokseumawe.  However, the fuel crisis is still felt outside Lhokseumawe.

Humanitarian Assistance

· All food assistance projects supported by UNDP have been completed and other projects are underway. UNDP partners reported that the project beneficiaries have expressed their satisfaction over UNDP’s transparency about the type and quantity of assistance to be expected. In general, there have been no major problems in project implementation with exception of some requests for cash instead of in-kind assistance.  

3. CENTRAL KALIMANTAN

General Situation

· More than 460 people have died in 11 days of ethnic fighting in Central Kalimantan. The official reason given by an official from Satkorlak for the start of the clashes between the Dayaks and Madurese migrants is that on 18 February, Dayaks at a marketplace in Sampit killed five alleged Madurese robbers. The following day, the Madurese took revenge, and killed four Dayaks. On 20 February, the Madurese went on a rampage, killing 14 more Dayaks, triggering the wild violence by the Dayaks against the Madurese. As of 28 February, 476 bodies have been found, including those of the Dayaks killed in the initial clashes. 
· The violence spread to neighboring areas, including the provincial capital of Palangkaraya, and the towns of Pangkalan Bun, Kuala Kuayan, Samuda and Kuala Pembuang over the weekend, as top security officials led by Coordinating Minister for Social, Political and Security Affairs Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono were visiting Sampit on Sunday afternoon. The delegation called on both sides to end the violence and ordered the security forces to stop the riots from recurring and maintain their impartiality. Military and police reinforcements were deployed in the province over the weekend and in the early days of the week to reinforce overwhelmed local security forces and a 10pm to 6am curfew was imposed. 
· Three Dayak officers of the local administration in Sampit District, who allegedly provoked the ethnic riots, were arrested by the police on Saturday and transferred to police headquarters in Jakarta on Sunday night for further questioning. Initial investigations indicate that the riot was planned. They are seen as middle-level actors. The intellectual actor remains at large.

· A mob of 600 Dayaks massacred at least 118 Madurese who were traveling under police escort to Sampit on Sunday and were left behind on a road to wait for vehicles to take them there. 
· President Wahid, who is on a two-week trip to the Middle East and North African countries, has been under mounting criticism for pursuing trip despite the ethnic violence in Sampit. President Wahid said in Cairo on Monday that he had consulted with Coordinating Minister for Political, Social and Security Affairs Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono and National Police Chief  Bimantoro who had advised him to continue his trip. 
· Vice President Megawati Soekarnoputri yesterday said from Sampit that the situation in the town was under control. Megawati made the statement just after her plane landed from her visit to the IDP camp in Sampit. She also planned to visit more refugee camps in East Java, where the Madurese have fled. Megawati said a state of civil emergency in the province was not necessary. 
· The Jakarta Post of 28 February reported that Coord. Minister for Political, Social and Security Affairs Susilo B. Yudhoyono and Muslim scholar Nurcholiosh Madjid said that the Sampit violence was part of an ethnic conflict that had nothing to do with religion. The minister was responding to the Islamic Defence Institute’s statement that the riots were a sectarian conflict between the Christian Dayaks and the Muslim Madurese. The nation-wide Madura Community Association also concluded that the conflict was not religious in origin and on Tuesday urged the Madurese affected by the pogroms in Central Kalimantan to exercise restraint and allow the matter to be resolved through the legal process. 
Humanitarian situation and evacuations

· In immediate response to the crisis in Central Kalimantan, the Humanitarian Coordinator launched on 27 February 2001 two rapid needs assessment missions, one to Palangkaraya and Sampit, the other to Surabaya, Madura, and Semarang, in coordination with BAKORNAS PBP.  The first team included representatives of WHO and WFP and a field security officer, and was led by OCHA staff. The second team consisted of OCHA staff exclusively, but met with the WFP staff in Surabaya. (See separate OCHA Situation Reports 1, 2 and 3 on Central Kalimantan)
· The main objective of the assessment mission was to carry out a rapid needs assessment on the displaced in Kalimantan. The team met with the Deputy Governor who made it clear that there is no chance for any of the Madurese to return to Kalimantan, as the Dayak population would not accept them. The mission spoke to Government officials, Academics, Drivers, students who all seconded this opinion. It seems that during generations the Madurese got away with many crimes including murder, seizing lands, stealing money and destroying business. Dayak minorities also stated that the Madurese are very difficult people to live with and that they tend to resort to violence to solve disagreements.

· So far assistance has been provided form the Government and the PMI (12.5 MT of food and medicines). The vice president office has sent 50 MT of rice, which arrived on February 23, five days after the initial conflagration.  It is germane to note, however, that the Dolog supervisor noted that his warehouse in Sampit is concomitantly holding 1,343 MT of rice, destined for use in the OPK subsidy programme in East Kotawaringin district, which is sufficient for four months of the programme.  Thus stocks could have been borrowed from Dolog immediately, and the fact that they were not underlies some of the reports of hunger among the IDPs. Local provincial authorities may recognise the prevalence of hunger, for the Vice-Governor cited "food" as the primary problem for the IDPs.

· Subsequent to the Vice President's initial issuance of rice, a further 93 MT of rice was donated from a variety of sources (the political party PDI-P, a local timber company, the provincial university, labour unions, provincial social-welfare authorities, neighbouring District government, and the central government's National Disaster Planning Coordination Board). In addition, 970 cartons of instant noodles, 20 cartons of cooking oil, 60 cartons of sardines, and 10,000 l of diesel fuel were donated from these various sources, as well as Rp. 300 million (approximately US$30,000) in funds.  Given the provincial government's estimate of 45,000 Madurese citizens resident in Central Kalimantan, were all of them to be camped at Sampit prior to evacuation, the donated rice alone would be sufficient for nearly 8 days at a rate of 400 g/person/day.

· The Provincial Water Authority provides water and there seems to be enough quantity. However there are some rumours that as many bodies were thrown in the river, it is unsafe to drink the water but no complaints were heard from the Madurese.

· As for sanitation, the camp is littered with rubbish – mainly vegetables and cassava skin. Children are defecating on the rubbish piles while adults are using the drainage trenches in the Bupati office where the camp is. The accommodation is overcrowded. When it is raining and people have to take shelter, there is less than one square meter per person available. 

· The security of these displaced is guaranteed as long as they are inside the camp or it direct near vicinity. All of those we spoke to were eager to leave Kalimantan but they always said that it is their home. There has been a report of two cases of suicide and many psychological 

traumas.

Situation at points of arrival
· Evacuations continue from Central Kalimantan to the Javanese ports of Surabaya and Semarang. The authorities of Central Java (Semarang) and East Java (Surabaya) are assisting the evacuees with transport and medical and other services. Many people are paying their own way to Java while others are being provided free crossing by the authorities on both Navy and civilian boats. At both harbours the evacuees are given a medical check up and, in some cases, food before being loaded on buses to take them to their original homes. Many evacuees are picked up by family members and taken to their homes; the accuracy of records is therefore doubtful.

· The Indonesian Red Cross (PMI) and the local authorities have set up emergency health centres and all night kitchens in prevision of arrivals of evacuees. No major sicknesses or wounds have been reported, some cases of diarrhea and respiratory tract infections have been treated. They are due mainly to dehydration during the waiting period at Sampit and Banjamasin and to seasickness during the crossing. 

· There are no concentrations of evacuees or camps anywhere in Java and Madura. The evacuees have been taken into their families and provided with basic needs. 

· Reception of evacuees and their transport to their homes and families have been a very efficient and smooth process. No emergency needs have been found by the international agencies which dispatched missions to East  and Central Java and Madura. 

· Most agencies and NGOs are planning to continue to monitor the situation as they expect humanitarian needs to occur in the next few weeks depending on the numbers of evacuees and potential saturation of both family and community resources.

4. IRIAN JAYA

General Situation

· Three main topics dominated the local press this week: the arrival of the investigating team of the national Commission for Human Rights (KPP HAM) to conduct an investigation into the 7 December Abepura incident, the possibility of moving the venue of the trial of five PDP members from Jayapura to Jakarta, and the issue of special autonomy for Irian Jaya.  

· The relative peace around Jayapura was shattered when the police shot to death a Papuan in a store, as he was allegedly blackmailing its owner.  The family and the people of Kampung Harapan voiced outrage and protested the killing by putting up a barricade of felled trees across the only road from Jayapura to Sentani, where the airport is located. The Jayapura police forcefully put an end to the blockade, thus causing a conflict between the police and the local residents. Eight people were arrested and three seriously wounded.  All those arrested were released on 2 March. Although the blockade lasted for only one full day, it created tension and disturbance. 

· Papuans have voiced some scepticism on the final outcome of the investigation by KPP HAM.  The TNI and the Police, however, said they welcome the Team, but hope that they can give a fair and objective judgement on the case.  KPP HAM, from Jakarta, is being supported by a human rights organisation, ELS-HAM, to conduct its investigation.  ELS-HAM has lined-up witnesses and victims of the 7 December Abepura incident and its aftermath.

· Despite criticism from the pro-independence group, the 26-member Team from Cendrawasih University (UNCEN) tasked with leading the process of soliciting inputs from all elements of society continued its work.  The Team is now travelling to all districts to hold consultations and meetings with local Government officials, the church, community leaders, NGOs and community-based organizations. The Team also received written inputs, apparently because many people are afraid of censure or pressure from the community.  The Governor, who is giving his full support to the Team, said that the consultation process must continue, even if the inputs received by the Team tend to reject autonomy.  He also stated that the concept of special autonomy must be explained to the population, even if it means putting his position as Governor at stake.

· His legal counsel and people in general are opposing moves to change the venue of the trial of Theys Eluay and other Papuan Presidium leaders to Jakarta.  They view the move as a political ploy.

Population Movements

· Over 150 refugees from Afghanistan are stranded in Kaimana and Merauke, in Irian Jaya.  The majority of these refugees are in Kaimana, Fak-Fak.  The Governor of Irian Jaya has requested representatives of UNHCR to have them repatriated as soon as possible to prevent incidents. These people were originally bound for Australia, but the boat transporting them got stranded in Kaimana.

· The local Government of Manokwari launched a programme to assist IDPs from Maluku who are originally from Manokwari.  Aside from housing, they will be given money to start a new life in Manokwari.  

MALUKU

General Situation
· The Maluku Region Military Commander, I Made Yasa, retains that the TNI Joint Battalion correctly carried out its duties at the time of the Wijaya II Hotel incident on 22 January.  He has denied requests by several Muslim organizations that the battalion be sent home. 

· On 28 February civilians attacked a military post in Halong Atas (above the Navy Base).  The attackers were fought off and no casualties were reported.  On the same day intensive gunfire was exchanged between civilians in Air Kuning and Kebun Cengke.  Rumours of fatalities vary widely and no official figures have been reported. 

· Some 300 students of state Pattimura University and the civil emergency authorities on Friday discussed the latest situation in the province. The University rector, the chief of Police, the Pattimura Military Command’s territorial affairs chief and the intelligence assistant to the Maluku Prosecutor’s Office met with students who demanded real peace and an end to the sporadic conflicts in the province.

· The Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency (SIDA) has decided to contribute US$250,000 in humanitarian assistance to internally displaced persons in Maluku and North Maluku. The contribution was made in response to a consolidated appeal launched by the UN in November last year through OCHA. Around US$160,000 will be channeled through UNICEF, US$60,000 through WFP and US$30,000 through OCHA.

Food Security 

· BULOG, the Central Logistics Agency, has started delivering 5,000 tons of rice to meet the requirements of WFP’s implementing partners in Maluku and North Maluku.
· ACF will start distributing on Seram and northern Buru on 11 March. 

· Yayasan Manusela, with the support of MCI, are delivering non-food emergency assistance to residents in Alang Asaude in western Seram, attacked on 21 February, for the third time since the conflict in the Malukus began two years ago.  

Health 

· MSF-B will begin its family planning programme in Ambon next week. 

· ICRC is currently planning first aid training with local NGOs as the main target. Four Indonesian and one international instructors will conduct the training. 

5. NORTH MALUKU

General Situation 

· Tension is mounting in North Maluku due to the upcoming election of a new provincial governor by the parliament.

· The security situation in Ternate City was briefly disturbed Friday 23 February when a brawl developed between two IDPs. The police quickly intervened and restored order. 

· The police reported an explosion in Muliaro village of Galela area. This is a returnee-targeted area. No injury or damage to property was confirmed.

· On 25 February the government of North Maluku deported four foreigners (missionaries, Australian, New Zealander, and American), who had entered the region without prior formalities. 
IDP Issues/Population movements

· The government is pressing on with a repatriation programme for all IDPs in the province. In Ternate a Navy ship has been made available to transport interested returnees to their respective villages in Tobelo and Galela areas on the northern coast of North Halmahera.  

· According to Satkorlak, a total of 2,583 people from camps in Jailolo have returned to their homes in four different villages  (Hoku-hokukie, Porniti, Buku matiti and Toduwonge) of the same sub-district during the last week

· The Governor, accompanied by senior officials (the military area commander, the chief of police, the Mayor of Ternate, the Bupati and the Secretary for Satkorlak) visited IDPs in Manado (North Sulawesi) from 24 to 26 February 2001, in a campaign to encourage IDPs mainly from Ternate, Tobelo and Galela to return to their homes in North Maluku.

Food Security

· ACF are distributing food in the sub-districts of Sahu and Jailolo and expect to complete their targeting exercise in Ternate and Jailolo this week. The ACF food distribution in Ternate was suspended for the second time in the last two weeks because of complaints from people removed from their list of beneficiaries.

· WVI’s food and family kit distribution has covered 15 villages consisting of 26,369 beneficiaries. A total of 263,690 kg of rice, 26,369 litres edible oil, 39,553 kg green beans and 3,296 kg salt was distributed, as well as 26,369 family kits.

· ICRC and PMI have carried out a survey of emergency health and food needs on West Bacan Island. A mission to Obi was aborted due to rough seas.

Health

· WHO donated a consignment of 2,595 kg of medicines, equipment and supplies for North Maluku to be used through the Ternate hospital, Dinas Kesehatan (Health Centre) and IMC (International Medical Corps).

· UNFPA continues to provide routine counselling in reproductive health for IDP women in camps in Ternate and in the districts in Halmahera.

· MSF’s routine medical consultations were carried out in Bacan Island. The organisation also made a humanitarian needs assessment in Gane Timur and is preparing a proposal for assistance in Kedi and Laloda (western coast of North Halmahera).

· IMC continued work in northern Halmahera (Tobelo, Galela, Guruba and Berebere). Due to a very long absence of medical facilities and staff, when the IMC doctor visited the area (above), a total of 1,467 consultations were reported in a week. Frequently reported cases include skin infections, malaria and respiratory infections.  IMC is helping with the distribution of UNFPA kits and WHO supplies as well.

· An MDM report covering Mid November 2000 to mid December 2000 highlighted incidence of tuberculosis (TB) as 5% of total consultations of 998. According to MDM, treatment of TB is very difficult or impossible in a population that is moving and with no continuous supply of medication. MDM routine consultations continue in Makian Island (south of Ternate), the villages of Ibu and Sahu in Sahu sub-district and Jailolo in Jailolo sub-district, all in northern Halmahera. Health training activities are going on in the same areas.

· WVI distributed a total of 398 kg of Vitadele, Pyrantel and vitamins in the sub-districts of Kao and Tobelo and screened 456 children for malnutrition in the same area.
Water and Sanitation

· MDM installed water reservoirs and local latrines in Akederi, Porniti, Susupu, Nusa Ambo and Pintatu, all in Sahu sub-district. In Ternate, they have assisted in the control of vector insects by spraying locations in the IDP camps of Jambula and Lamcadika gambesi.

· MSF continued with water and sanitation work in IDP locations in Ternate. 
6. WEST TIMOR

General Situation

· The Ministry for Settlement and Regional Infrastructure convened a meeting in Denpasar, Bali, on 22-23 February to follow up on the Comprehensive Plan of Action (CPA) prepared by the Government in September 2000. Representatives of UNHCR, UNDP, UNICEF, WFP, OCHA and IOM, in addition to the Government Task Force on Refugee Affairs, the NTT Governor’s office and a large number of West Timor-based organizations attended the meeting. The ministry presented a draft “Global Plan for the Management of East Timorese Refugees in West Timor”, which calls for actions in key operational sectors such as reconciliation, socialization of refugees and local communities, registration, repatriation, site identification and development and economic recovery. Participants broke into four working groups to look into registration/socialization, repatriation, camp maintenance and local settlement. It was agreed at the end of the meeting that the Global Plan would be revised, taking into account the previous CPA as well as recommendations prepared by the Provincial Government of NTT, and finalized by mid-March.
· The daily Pos Kupang reported on 24 February that 120 retired civil servants formerly posted in East Timor have asked why they are no longer getting their East Timor service bonus. They had been getting an extra Rp. 100,000 per month since their arrival in Kupang in September 1999, but the bonus was cut off as of January 2001 on orders from the national budget office.  Local pension board officials said the payments since September 2000 had been a mistake, which had now been corrected.  The pensioners question why they are being cut off, while military and police retirees are not. There are an estimated 3,200 ex-East Timor pensioners in Kupang, in addition to the 20,000 local retirees.
· Various local sources reported that refugee personalities in Belu district have urged the central leadership of UNTAS to convene an extraordinary congress to replace some of its leaders.  They say they have lost confidence in the current leadership, because most of them live in Kupang or Jakarta, have never visited the refugees in the camps and are unaware of their living conditions. 
· According to the daily Pos Kupang of 1 March, the Head of the government Task Force for Refugee Affairs, Basyiruddin Yusuf, said on Tuesday that they are planning to open 11 new crossing points on the border between East Timor and West Timor to enhance the repatriation process. Until now, only three crossing points have been used for repatriation, namely Motaain, Metamauk and Wapan, for the Ambeno enclave. 
Repatriation/population movements

· The daily Pos Kupang reported Thursday 1 March that as many as 829 refugees residing in camps in Belu district had moved to Kupang district and reported their arrival to the local government. Their arrival has increased the number of refugees in Kupang district to 50,791. The ‘new’ refugees are not yet eligible to receive rice and side-dish money from Kupang district. It is not yet clear where in Kupang district these refugees are going to take shelter.
· UNHCR and IOM representatives travelled to Kupang this week to assist with the repatriation of a group of 495 East Timor refugees on 2 March who have asked to return, on board the IOM Patricia Anne Hotung passenger ship. 
7. SULAWESI

· The Jakarta Post on 28 February reported that a massive resettlement project for some 40,000 refugees in North Sulawesi began this month in an attempt to help them get on their feet again. North Maluku Governor A. J. Sondakh said during a visit by foreign envoys and the Minister for Settlement and Regional Infrastructure Erna Witoelar last week that they would be resettled in several cities and regencies across North Sulawesi.  The latest data shows that Manado hosts the largest number of IDPs, with a total of 16,800, while Bitung town has 12,120, Minahasa district 4,400, Sangihe Talaud district 3,800, Bolaang Mongondow district 1,175, Gorontalo district and city 406 and 826 respectively and Bualemo district 215. The first scheme consists in the development of 500 houses in Pandu village, Mapanget district in Manado City, which will be 75% completed this month. The complex is expected to house around 2,500 people. The second phase will comprise the construction of housing on a 20-hectare plot in the city of Bitung.

8. OTHER

· During a visit to Jakarta at the end of last week, UNTAET Administrator Sergio Vieira de Mello met with House Speaker Akbar Tandjung and Assembly Speaker Amien Rais separately on Friday 23 February in an effort to promote the relationship between Indonesia and East Timor. While Rais expressed positive sentiments towards the delegation, the session with Tandjung was marred by objections by legislators to UNTAET’s intention to ask the Indonesian government for assistance. According to the Jakarta Post of 24 February, legislators said after the meeting that to help repair Indonesia’s image the government should immediately resolve all problems related to its former province. Astrid, deputy chairwoman of Commission I, said the lack of an appropriate foreign policy on East Timor contributed to Indonesia’s weak position in the international community. 
· In a meeting with Hassan Wirajuda, Director General for political affairs at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, issues relating to refugees, the Joint Border Committee, assets and claims and pensions were discussed. With the Attorney General, Sergio Vieira de Mello discussed inter alia the establishment of ad hoc human rights tribunal, the Jacobua Bere case and ongoing cooperation between the Attorney General’s Office and the Serious Crimes Investigation Unit in Dili.
· The Indonesian Observer of 24/25 February reported that East Timorese leaders had warned the Indonesian government that if it fails to soon put on trial those accused of committing human rights abuses in East Timor, an international war crimes tribunal would be unavoidable.  The government has said it plans to form ad hoc tribunals to try the cases and the move should be approved by parliament within a few weeks. "If that takes place it will be a major step forward for Indonesia’s credibility” said E. Timorese Foreign Minister Jose Ramos-Horta after a meeting with Amien Rais, speaker of the People’s Consultative Assembly. 
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