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Progress Report 
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The problem 
Dengue currently poses an increasing threat to over 2.5 billion people in 

over 100 tropical and sub-tropical countries around the world. And the 
number of countries reporting DHF is rising. International air travel is 
facilitating the rapid global movement of the viruses that cause dengue 
and increase the risk of DHF epidemics through the introduction of new 
virus serotypes into susceptible populations. 

Standardized epidemiological and laboratory surveillance data are needed 
to monitor dengue distribution and guide preparedness and control 
interventions. These data are also critical to determining the health and 
economic burden of the disease on affected countries. 
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