
 
WHO Family of International Classifications Network Meeting 

Reykjavik, Iceland 
24-30 October 2004 

 

Executive Summary 
 

1. Opening of the meeting 
 
The WHO Family of International Classifications (WHO-FIC) Network meeting was 
opened on 24 October 2004 by Mr David Á. Gunnarsson, Dr Sveinn Magnússon, Dr 
Martti Virtanen and Dr Bedirhan Üstün who welcomed the delegates to Reykjavik 
and emphasized the importance of the normative role of WHO and the function of 
classifications as the building blocks for sound health information systems. 
 
The meeting was attended by over 100 international participants from 12 WHO 
Collaborating Centres and representatives from Ministries of Health or National 
Statistical Bureaus. The Agenda (annex 1) and the List of participants (annex 2) are 
attached. Papers presented in the conference are available at the host centre web site 
(http://www.nordclass.uu.se/WHOFIC/reykjavik.htm ).  The views expressed in these 
papers are those of the named authors only and do not necessarily represent views or 
WHO or WHO FIC Network.  
 
 
2. WHO-Family of International Classifications 
 
The meeting served to review all elements of the WHO Family of International 
Classifications and the work of the WHO FIC Network, including Centres themselves 
and various committees (Planning Committee, Implementation Committee; Education 
Committee; Family Development Committee; Electronic Tools Committee).  In 
particular the Business Plan development, ICD revision process and WHO FIC web 
site received special attention during the meeting. 
 
2. a. WHO-FIC Business Plan 
 
The draft Business Plan (WHOFIC/04.004_A1) was presented by the WHO 
Secretariat and discussed in plenary on two occasions during the meeting. It was also 
discussed in the Planning Committee sessions.  It outlines what needs to be done to 
take WHO Classifications and the supporting infrastructure into the 21st century and 
position them in the developing universe of health information - from the patient care 
end to health statistics. Strategic directions, business drivers, required resources, 
potential partnerships and future actions are spelled out. It informs existing and future 
stakeholders about portfolio priorities, and it addresses a number of recognized 
challenges in making classifications useful for current health initiatives. 
 
The Business Plan was generally very well received and all WHO FIC Network 
entities and committees put it on their agenda. During the meeting various suggestions 
and improvements were made to the business plan which was then going to be 
discussed in a meeting 1-2 November 2004 in Geneva with the participation of the 
Planning Committee.  These were as follows:  



 2 

 � Executive Summary: to specifically point out the action points.  
 � Risk benefit analysis: The issue of ensuring "sustainability in WHO's 

classification work" should be addressed. The "business as usual scenario" should 
be used as a baseline scenario in all risk analysis.  

 � Information paradox: A graded approach was suggested towards obtaining 
mortality statistics in all information paradox countries by 2015. The current 
proposal to the Health Metrics Network is to focus on 4-6 countries in the African 
Region. Furthermore, efforts to be linked with WHO programmes such as "3by5" 
and "Stop TB and Malaria" to improve mortality reporting. Additional resource 
generation from multiple donor agencies for supporting this work will be sought 
as a network. 

 � Co-ordination with related sectors and institutions: The links between WHO-FIC 
and related sectors (e.g. vital registration, labour, welfare, standardization) and 
respective institutions (i.e. UNSD, ILO (International Labour Organization), ISO 
(International Organization for Standardization), Eurostat, CEN (European 
Committee for Standardization)) should be strengthened.  

 � ICD-Revision:  This is a resource intensive effort. If resources were available this 
activity can generate a huge focus and momentum for developing a better 
application. However, such efforts should not hinder the usual activities of 
implementation and regular updating of ICD -10. Evaluation of ICD -10 
implementation and update practice should inform the revision process. 

 � ICF: ICF was regarded as a strong business case. First, using ICF as a common 
framework for health and disability surveys could lead to substantial savings and 
more comparable data. Second, using ICF as a health outcome measure can 
demonstrate the linkage between health and productivity gains. Furthermore, it 
was noted that ICF serves as a communication and service provision model. 

 � ICHI: Given the huge expenditures on health interventions, data is necessary to 
understand the type and frequency of health interventions. It was emphasised that 
ICHI should be developed following field trials primarily to serve those countries 
which currently do not have an intervention classification. International 
comparison lists could be developed based on the common interventions given 
their public health importance and frequency. 

 � WHO FIC Terminology Links:  Given the advances in Information Technology 
and terminology work, development and maintenance of classifications hand-in-
hand with terminologies is an essential step. This line of development should be 
explored further with all interested parties. 
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2. b. WHO FIC Committees 
 
The Planning Committee and each of the WHO FIC committees presented an annual 
report of its activities: � Planning Committee   (WHOFIC/04.091) � Implementation Committee  (WHOFIC/04.092) � Family Development Committee  (WHOFIC/04.017) � Update reference Committee  (WHOFIC/04.015) � Education Committee   (WHOFIC/04.016) � Electronic Tools Committee  (WHOFIC/04.094) � Mortality Reference Group  (WHOFIC/04.017) 
 
The reports are available on the host centre web site. 
 
3. International Classification of Diseases (ICD) 
 
3. a. Implementation 
 
It was agreed to develop and maintain a database of the levels of implementation 
across the Family. The Education Committee should liaise with WHO to update the 
database with the survey information and in particular identify countries with no or 
only partial implementation of ICD-10. 
 
A report on barriers for implementation in selected countries will be prepared for 
discussion at the 2005 meeting of the Network. In the long-term a questionnaire on 
implementation will be sent to the organizations maintaining related classifications. 
Barriers for implementation go beyond the classifications. This task requires 
engagement with partner organizations. It was recommended that WHO should 
initiate discussion with other UN organizations with responsibility for vital 
registration and those programmes supporting vertical projects. Some reference to this 
item needs to be incorporated into the Business Plan. 
 
The marketing of the classifications will be developed in line with the work described 
in the Business Plan. To achieve this, the following lines of action were proposed: 
 
• To formulate a paragraph on why ICD and ICF should be used.  
• To develop brochures about the Implementation Committee, ICD and ICF based 

on those produced by the Education Committee and the ICF in Australia. These 
brochures would be used for international marketing.  

• To review material on the WHO-FIC website to see which entries tie in with the 
Implementation Committee strategy, particularly the IC entries, and to incorporate 
material from the new brochures.  

• To further develop the final marketing element (WHO cost recovery and pricing) 
policies in order to entice countries to start implementation. WHO is urged to 
adopt a flexible pricing policy in this respect.  

 
It had previously been agreed to establish and maintain a Roster of Experts. An 
updated summary of information on individual experts should be placed on the WHO-
FIC website for the benefit of WHO Regional Offices and others.  
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Tools for implementation, including ICD in a box, need to be enhanced. The range of 
elements for inclusion in the box, aside from experts, such as resources now on the 
WHO-FIC website, need to be identified and a checklist of items developed from 
which the elements needed for each country can be selected by Regional Offices and 
consultants. National institutions that should be responsible for implementation of 
vital registration and classification systems in each country need to be identified in 
co-operation with WHO Regional Offices as well as relevant individuals in those 
institutions.  
 
3. b. Updates 
 
The Update Reference Committee (URC) had three working sessions.  A total of 72 
proposals for the updating of ICD-10 were considered. Of these, 54 were accepted, 9 
were withdrawn, 1 was not supported and 8 were held over for consideration during 
2005. The accepted proposals were endorsed by the WHO-FIC meeting. It was 
recommended that the approved changes that will be implemented in 2006 be posted 
on the WHO website at the beginning of 2005 (these are contained in document 
WHOFIC/04.087 and under URC sessions in the Meeting Report).  Actions to be 
taken included: 
 
• Confirm arrangements for transition of URC responsibilities from the Australian 

Centre to the North American Centre (CIHI) (ACC, NACC & WHO-CAT) 
• Collate and report proposals for updates to ICD-10 including mortality coding 

rules and guidelines (URC and MRG) 
• Inform all users about updates and the dates of implementation (WHO-CAT 

(English & French translation), PAHO (other translations)) 
• Make available the main language translations of updates (PAHO and appropriate 

Collaborating Centres for French, Spanish and Portuguese) 
• Preparation for implementation of ICD-10 Third Edition with updates accepted up 

to 2004 for implementation in 2006 (URC) 
• Disseminate updates (WHO-CAT) 
• Agree on a plan for conducting an assessment of updating of ICD-10 (URC with 

IC, WHO-CAT & EC) 
• Assessment of updating complete (Planning Committee & WHO CAT) 
 
Mortality Reference Group (MRG) met on 21-22 October 2004 in Reykjavik and 
had a further meeting during the Network meeting. The aim of the MRG is to improve 
international comparability of mortality data by establishing the standardized 
application of the ICD for mortality applications. Lars Age Johansson was re-elected 
as Chair of the MRG for the period 2005-2006.   Their recommendations were as 
follows:  
• External Cause of Injury Mortality Matrix:  should be published to standard WHO 

tabulations to facilitate statistical analysis with totals of broad Chapter XX groups 
(accidents, suicides, assaults) given.  

• Leading Causes of Death: should be continued.  
• Data collection in Information Paradox countries: should be supported through 

ICD-10 in-a-box and alternative data collection methods such as  verbal autopsy 
or  checklists. 
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3. c. ICD Revision 
 
The ICD was approved by the International Conference for the Tenth Revision of the 
ICD in 1989 and adopted by the 43rd World Health Assembly in 1990.  In the same 
resolution the article (3) endorsed the need for the establishment of an updating 
process within the ten-year revision cycle. The revision process which has almost 
always occurred within 10 year cycles, beginning in 1900, has nevertheless 
purposefully been deferred for a 20 year interval to be ready by 2010 or thereafter in 
order to enable a wider implementation of the ICD. 
 
Given the preparations to issue an ICD-11 WHO has initiated a systematic effort for 
the ICD Revision process to respond to the needs of member states and users, and 
keep up with new scientific knowledge (Appendix: WHO presentation on ICD 
Revision). This will be a major evidence-based review process that will address the 
structural changes and new disease entities and end up in with a final product of user-
friendly and scientific ICD-11 as the final product.  The revision process will involve 
multiple parties and professionals and consider the use of classifications at hospitals, 
primary care and other health care settings such as rehabilitation and long term care. 
Once the problems and proposed solutions are obtained from different sources, we 
plan to synthesize them in an evidence -based proposal with transparent rules and 
knowledge sharing tools.  The development will be made in a well-defined database 
using IT technology and Internet.  Various expert groups will be consulted and 
relevant sections of the classification will be field-tested using field trials. 
 
The WHO FIC Network Meeting adopted the revision process workplan. The 
Planning Committee had discussed the revision plan in depth in 25 -27 April 2005 in 
Helsinki and decided to support the ICD Revision Process and the workplan 
(http://www.nordclass.uu.se/temp/ICDrevplan_Hki.htm ). The work was envisaged in three 
stages (i) Development of an alpha version of ICD-11; this will be undertaken by a 
centrally coordinated team (ii) Development of a beta version, based on comments 
received from extensive consultations on the alpha version. (iii) Field testing of the 
beta version and development of the final version of ICD-11. The final version would 
need to be formally endorsed by the World Health Assembly.  It was noted that some 
URC responsibilities have moved into the tasks for the ICD revision process, e.g. 
updating of specific topics. Other tasks concern testing, arranging of mini-
conferences, and to agree on a strategic direction for the revision process discussed at 
this meeting. A more detailed plan for the revision of ICD should be developed.  
 
This topic will be discussed in more detail in the meeting at the Planning Committee 
Meeting which will be held in April 2005 in Bangkok.  Several Centres expressed 
interest in taking part in reviewing the evidence and starting the process in the 
following areas: 
 
Cystic Fibrosis   - North America 
Diabetes  - Australia 
Lymphomas  - Germany 
External Causes - Nordic Centre 
Mental Health  - WHO-CAT 
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3. d. ICD International Training and Certification Program 
 
The WHO-FIC Education Committee reported on progress made on an International 
Training and Certification Program for mortality and morbidity.  Nearly 100 countries 
responded to needs assessment surveys, which identified a variety of barriers to 
implementing ICD and extensive information on the coding practice worldwide.  The 
meeting approved the standard ICD-10 core curricula for underlying cause-of-death 
and morbidity coders developed by the Education Committee and endorsed the 
Business Plan for the training and certification program.  The core curricula and 
business plan had been endorsed by the International Federation of Health Records 
Organizations (IFHRO) at their 14th Congress earlier in the month.  A Joint WHO-
FIC – IFHRO Committee will take forward much of the work identified in the 
business plan.   
 
 
3. e Work group on hospital data 
 
Prof Björn Smedby has led the subgroup for the past two years. The origin was an EU 
project aimed at improving hospital statistics with the help of shortlists. 
• Australia and US will contribute data before end of 2004. There is a database on 

CD-ROM available for analysis. Japan has also offered data.  
• Prof Smedby is to dialogue with the EU HDP group as the EU project 

continues, to evaluate the data, set up a web village and distribute updated data. 
• Hold meeting with the EU group and FDC with participants from OECD, 

WHO-EURO and other experts from all countries to discuss inconsistencies, 
issues such as the inclusion of private care, same day care and the use of codes. 
The results to be presented at the 2005 WHO-FIC Meeting. 

• The Planning Committee is to consider if the working group should be 
expanded to include hospital morbidity coding and multiple coding (incl. 
dagger-asterisk) with the aim to develop more standardized rules for coding of 
multiple hospital data. 

 
 
3. f. Derived and related classifications 
 
Anatomic, Therapeutic, Chemical (ATC) Classification of drugs 
 
A presentation of ATC and its governance was given by Marit Rønning, Director of 
the WHO Collaborating Centre for Drug Statistics Methodology in Oslo, Norway.  
 
The WHO Collaborating Centre for Drug Statistics Methodology Oslo would 
welcome a WHO-FIC observer joining the International working group for drug 
statistics methodology. The Nordic Collaborating Centre agreed to provide the 
observer. 
 
The Oslo Centre agreed that they would participate in the activities of the WHO-FIC 
Network and Network meetings with the aim of improving the alignment between the 
ATC and other WHO-FIC member classifications. 
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It was noted that there is no coverage of non-prescription and over-the-counter drugs, 
including drugs of concern in the ATC.  
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WHO-FIC Primary care classification(s) 
 
There was acceptance of development of a "WHO FIC Primary Care 
Classification(s)" as the goal of the collaboration between WHO FIC and the World 
Organization of Family Doctors (WONCA) International Classification Committee 
(WICC). 
 
Further work within the WHO/WICC group was encouraged, especially to improve 
alignment between WHO-FIC reference classifications (ICD, ICF, ICHI) and the 
WONCA International Classification of Primary Care (ICPC), and also to inform the 
ICD revision process. 
 
The Dutch Collaborating Centre agreed to take on the task of investigating the 
alignment between ICF and ICPC. 
 
 
4. International Classification of Functioning, Disability and Health (ICF) 
 
a. Implementation Strategy 
 
The meeting elaborated and recommended four strategic directions for ICF 

implementation: (i) establish ICF as the official framework for measuring health and 
disability in the general population (in censuses and surveys) across member states;  
(ii) institute the ICF as a major health outcome assessment framework at the clinical 
and service levels in order to quantify health gains of treatment programmes and to 
understand how health gains translate into productivity gains at the individual and 
population levels. (iii) mainstream ICF in administrative and clinical information 
systems including electronic health records and clinical terminologies; (iv) implement 
ICF in the social policy field by focusing on: aligning the disability certification 
process with the ICF framework; and developing applications in the areas of 
education, labour market and law. 
 
A working group is expected to elaborate implementation strategies for the four 
strategic directions and report them during the next meeting of the Planning 
Committee in April 2005.  Subsequently, demonstration projects relating to the four 
strategic directions should be identified and facilitated.   
 
In support of ICF implementation the meeting decided to establish an ICF knowledge 

network for sharing information on ICF implementation, uses, educational materials 
and efforts. A draft template for information sharing has been developed by the 
Australian CC and should be field tested with all Collaborating Centres and Regional 
Offices in the first half of 2005. The final version of the information sharing 
framework should be hosted on the new WHO-FIC website with linkages to a mirror 
website in each of the Collaborating Centres.  
 
On behalf of the WHO-FIC Network the Planning Committee issued a statement 

regarding ICF as the official framework for measuring  health and disability in the 
general population across member states. The statement welcomed the decision by the 
Washington Group on Disability Statistics to adopt the ICF as the framework for its 
work. However, the statement also expressed concern regarding the Washington 
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Group's development work on disability census questions. Issues of particular concern 
include the strong focus on impairment questions, lack of evidence-based item 
selection and weak linkages with health status measurement. The statement noted the 
WHO-FIC Network's support for the Washington Group in addressing these issues to 
ensure the correct, optimal and evidence-based use of the classification. 
 
ICF Training and Education: The meeting recommended that educational strategies 
should be aligned with the implementation strategies for ICF. The main focus of 
educational work should be on increasing awareness. Therefore educational brochures 
on ICF implementation should be developed and disseminated. Other activities 
include the stock taking of ICF related educational efforts and material, enhancement 
of FAQ's on WHO-FIC website and a possible development of generic slide sets and 
core curricula for users and providers of data. 
 
ICF Application tools: The mapping of existing assessment instruments into the ICF 
framework was identified as one of the priority tasks. The Implementation Committee 
assigned this task to a small working group, which is expected to carry out the 
following activities by October 2005: (i) conduct an inventory of existing instrument 
mappings; (ii) provide information for the development of a mapping typology and 
decision rules; (iii) provide information for preparing validation protocols. The WHO- 
FIC collaborative workspace will serve as the platform for this work group.  
 
With regard to the ICF Browser the first update with 8 languages was announced by 
the WHO Secretariat. A second language update is expected for mid 2005. Further 
development work on the ICF Coding tool will be conducted  by WHO Secretariat in 
2005. A survey on identifying gaps and needs for ICF Electronic Tools will be 
implemented by the North American CC in collaboration with the Implementation 
and Education Committees. 
 
The meeting took note of  a number of ongoing efforts. The study group on subjective 
dimension was invited to post their annotated bibliography on the WHO-FIC website. 
Furthermore, they were asked to coordinate their work closer with WHO's work on 
Quality of Life measures. For the WHO-FIC Network Meeting 2005, reports on work 
progress were requested on ICF Core Sets projects (German Collaborating Centre), 
the EC funded project Measuring Health and Disability in Europe, MHADIE (Italian 
Collaborating Centre/ WHO CAT) and the Washington Group on Disability Statistics. 

 
b. Children and Youth version 
The field testing of the ICF Children and Youth (ICF-CY) has started within ICF-CY 
work group. The meeting noted the need for extending the field testing beyond the 
work group to a wider community with particular emphasis on developing countries. 
Therefore the WHO Secretariat in collaboration with the work group will undertake 
the following activities: (i) developing and posting a Basic Question protocol together 
with an ICF-CY marked- up copy (indicating all modifications made) as a database 
and in pdf format on the WHO-FIC website by December 2004; (ii) official 
dissemination of ICF-CY beta version with test protocols within WHO and the WHO-
FIC Network; (iii) work status report for April 2005 meeting of the Planning 
Committee and Centre Heads. 
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5. International Classification of Health Interventions (ICHI) 
 
The meeting was presented with the electronic and printed copies of the ICHI beta 
version, developed under the auspices of the network by the Australian centre 
(NCCH) on the basis of the Australian classification (ICD-10-AM). The proposed 
classification was intended for use as a simpler classification in countries that did not 
have any classification schemes for interventions. 
 
WHO-CAT agreed to arrange for extended field tests of ICHI. Arrangements have 
been made to prepare supporting questionnaires. They will be fielded as soon as 
feedback has been received from the centres. 
 
Several issues that need to be addressed were raised during the meeting. The value of 
the ICHI contribution has been highly appreciated, but any final version to be 
proposed to WHO governing bodies for possible adoption should ensure that all 
Member States have an equal chance to produce high quality data in using the 
proposed classification as other Member States that use a more comprehensive 
classification. 
 
It was also emphasized that the scope of the classification should go beyond 
medical/surgical procedures, given the fact that developing countries are devoting 
important portions of their limited resources to preventive and other public health 
interventions, which need to be carefully planned and monitored. 
 

• In practical terms, it was agreed that countries already using larger 
interventions classifications would map them to the ICHI to assess their 
compatibility. 

 
6. WHO-FIC and terminologies 
 
The meeting recognized the central role clinical terminologies are to play in the 
interoperability of systems. Efforts should be made to create synergies between the 
international classifications as "first generation tools" and clinical terminologies such 
as SNOMED-CT "second generation tools". Third generation tools are now emerging, 
adding ontology-based formal concept representation features to the array of 
instruments that represent clinical knowledge in an appropriate way.  This paves the 
way for a closer integration of information and knowledge sharing tools in a context 
of true semantic interoperability.  Obviously, classifications and clinical terminologies 
will need to be considered simultaneously for future development. 
 
A number of English-speaking countries have decided to adopt SNOMED-CT as their 
reference terminology to develop their health information systems. A number of other 
countries noted the limited suitability of SNOMED-CT in other language spheres and 
suggested that consideration be given to the emerging third-generation systems that 
look more promising with regard to multilingual applicability and adaptability to the 
needs and resources mobilization potential of developing countries. 
 
In the search for a pragmatic solution, it was reported that WHO had had initial 
contacts with SNOMED-CT representatives for its internationalization. Further 
discussions would be needed on the details of a possible agreement and technical 
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improvement in conjunction with WHO products. In light of these developments, the 
Family Development Committee concluded that its own Terminology working group 
needed to be replaced by a stronger structure. 
 
 
7. Other issues 
 
Collaborating Centre and Regional Office participation 
 
Members of the Network noted with regret that of the six WHO Regional Offices, 
only two (AFRO and AMRO/PAHO) had been able to attend the meeting. In addition, 
the Chinese, Russian and Spanish language centres had been unable to send 
representatives. 
 
The WHO secretariat undertook to investigate more flexible solutions, both short and 
long-term, to enable these delegates to attend the annual Network meetings, including 
the removal of possible financial obstacles. 
 
 
Place and time for the 2005 Network meeting  
 
On behalf of the Vital and Health Statistics Division, Statistics and Information 
Department of the Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare of Japan, the Director of 
the ICD Office in Japan informed the meeting that Japan has agreed to host the next 
meeting of the WHO-FIC Network from 16-22 October 2005. 
 
Place for the 2006 Network meeting 
 
Consideration of proposals for the location of the 2006 meeting will be made by the 
Planning Committee at its April 2005 meeting. There were four main proposals: 
North Africa (e.g. Tunisia), Italy, Mexico and South Africa.  The meeting supported 
the general idea of choosing a location in an "information paradox" country.  
 
A proposal was made to decide on a location before the next Planning Committee 
meeting in April 2005 so that representatives from the respective organization could 
participate in and attend that meeting. 
 



 12 

          Annex 1 
 
WHO FAMILY OF INTERNATIONAL CLASSIFICATIONS NETWORK 
MEETING Reykjavik, Iceland 24-30 October, 2004 WHOFIC/04.001  
 

Meeting Agenda Sunday 24th October 2004 

 
12.30 – 13.30 Planning Committee 
 
13.30 –14.00  Break 
 
14.00 – 17.00   Meeting of the Heads of Centres 
 
Report from Helsinki meeting 
 
Other business  
 
18.30 - 19:00   Registration 
 
19.00 - 20.00   Opening Reception at Asmundur Sveinsson Art Museum 
 
Dr Martti Virtanen, Head, Nordic WHO-FIC Collaborating Centre Dr Sveinn 
Magnússon, Head of Department, Icelandic Ministry of Health and Social Security, 
Chairman of the Board of the Nordic Centre Mr David Á Gunnarsson, Permanent 
Secretary, Icelandic Ministry of Health and Social Security, Chairman of the 
Executive Board of WHO Dr T Bedirhan Üstün, Head WHO CAT 
 
Note on Breakout sessions of committees during the meeting: The committee 
chairs may change the agenda for the breakout sessions. Thus, certain papers might 
not be presented in the session(s) they are listed for in the agenda. Some papers are 
listed for discussion in a breakout session and for presentation in plenary. 
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Monday 25th October 2004 
 
08.30 – 09.00   Registration & Coffee 
09.00 - 10.00   WHO-FIC Induction Session 1.1    No. 
 
Introduction to the WHO-FIC Network, Procedures and Collaboration - Richard Madden, 
Marjorie Greenberg, Marijke de Kleijn, Bedirhan Üstün  
 
10.00 - 12.45   Formal Business 1.2 
   Chair: Martti Virtanen 
 
Election of Officers         
 
Consideration and adoption of the agenda      1 
 
Report from the Helsinki meeting 
 
Report from the Sunday meeting of the Heads of Centres     -  
 
Annual reports of Committees and work groups     Annex  
 
Annual Report of WHO Classification-related Activities     4, A1 pres 
 
Annual reports of Collaborating Centres       Annex 
 
12.45 - 13.45   LUNCH 
 
13.45 - 15.15   Breakout Session 1.3 
 
1.3.A  Electronic Tools Committee - chair: Michael Schopen 
 
Terms of Reference and Workplan 
 
Maintenance and Publication Tool for WHO-FIC Classifications   39 
(M Schopen, S Weber, S Bröenhorst, B Üstün, C Celik)  
 
1.3.B Family Development Committee - chair: Richard Madden 
 
Terms of Reference and Workplan       -  
 
Report from the Joint WICC/WHO Working Group (N Bentzen, M Virtanen)  44  
 
Presentation on the ATC/DDD System (M Rønning)     - 
 
Report of the Terminologies Working Group (UK & US)    46 
 
Report of the Hospital Data Working Group (B Smedby)    45 
 
15.15-15.30 Break 
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Monday 25th October 2004 
 
 
15.30 - 17.00   Breakout session 1.4     No 
 
1.4.A  Implementation Committee (ICF) - chair: Marijke de Kleijn 
 
Roadmap for the implementation of the ICF: a proposal for an    54 
implementation vision and strategy (D Caulfeild, M de Kleijn)    
 
ICF implementation in the real world (N Kostanjsek, B Üstün)    52  
 
Collection and storage of ICF experiences in practice (C Barral)    53 
 
1.4.B  Update Reference Committee - chair: Rosemary Roberts 
 
URC WORKSHEETS: Recommendations for Updates to ICD-10   87  
 
17.00-17.15  Break 
 
17.15 - 18.45  Breakout session 1.5 
 
1.5.A Education Committee - chair: Marjorie S. Greenberg 
 
WHO FIC Education Committee: A Status Report, 2003-2004   16 
(M S Greenberg)  
 
Report on Findings of ICD-10 Coder Needs Assessment Surveys   27 
(S Walker, K McKenzie) 
 
ICD-10 International Training and Certification Program (K Brouch  26 
Giannangelo, M S Greenberg)  
 
Training and Credentialing to Ensure High-Quality Data: WHO FIC  28 
Education Committee Brochure (S Walker, D Glenn, M Hazlewood) 
 
Next steps on International Training and Certification Program 
 
1.5.B Update Reference Committee - chair: Rosemary Roberts 
 
URC WORKSHEETS: Recommendations for Updates to ICD-10   87 
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Tuesday 26th October 2004 

 
08.30 - 10.30  Breakout Session 2.1      No. 
 
2.1.A Family Development Committee - chair: Richard Madden 
 
Update on International Classification of Health Interventions Beta Version 48 
(WHO CAT)  
 
International Classification of Health Interventions Beta Version   42 
(Australian Centre) 
 
Beyond membership of the World Health Organization Family   43 
of International Classifications (Netherlands and Australian Centre)  
 
 WHO-FIC Development        49 
 
2.1.B Education Committee - chair: Marjorie S. Greenberg 
 
Recognition of Clinical Coder Skill Levels within the National Health  34 
Service (C Sweeting) 
 
The results of questionnaire survey of health information manager  
in Japan (T Ohi, Y Yokobori, S Yamamoto, M Kimura) 
 
Aspects of developing an educational program for a variety of different  
professions using ICD-10 (S Weber) 
 
The improvement of the Mortality and Morbidity Statistics:   25 
The Brazilian Experience (R Laurenti, Mello Jorge, C M Buchalla) 
 
Reaching out to remote locations via videoconference (L Moskal,  
L Tournay-Lewis)  
 
Discussions on future work 
 
10.30-10.45  Break  
 
10.45 - 12.30  Breakout Session 2.2 
 
2.2.A  Family Development Committee - chair: Richard Madden 
 
Adoption of Clinical Vocabulary Standards for the Federal Enterprise  65 
(M S Greenberg, D Pickett)  
 
Statistical uses of WHO-FIC classifications(R Madden)     47 
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Tuesday 26th October 2004 
 
2.2.B Implementation Committee (ICD) - chair: Peter Goldblatt 
 
Generic issues (Implementation of WHO-FIC generic tasks in Strategy and 
Workplan, Oct 2003)         - 
 
ICD issues (Implementation of WHO-FIC ICD tasks in Strategy and   - 
Workplan, Oct 2003)  
 
12.30 - 13.30 LUNCH incl demonstration of ICHI 
 
13.30 - 15.15  Breakout Session 2.3      No. 
 
2.3.A  Update Reference Committee - chair: Rosemary Roberts 
 
Issues paper on implementation and evaluation of the updating process 
(R Roberts, L A Johansson, M S Greenberg, J Rust) 
 
A strategy for evaluating ICD-10 implementation and the updating process 66 
(Peter Goldblatt, Marjorie Greenberg) 
 
ICD-10-XM (Rosemary Roberts, Bedirhan Üstün, Michael Schopen)  73 
 
Updating/revising specific clinical topics in ICD-10 (R Roberts, J Rust) 
 
Terms of Reference and Workplan 
 
2.3.B Implementation Committee (ICF) - chair: Marijke de Kleijn 
 
Operationalizing ICF for Measurement: Calibration, Qualifier, Instruments 59 
(N Kostanjsek, B Üstün) 
 
Use of ICF qualifiers - a plan for international collection and exchange of 
experiences (S Talo, M Ojala, M Virtanen) 
 
ICF measurement and calibration: developments in Australia (C Sykes, 
Ros Madden, N Fortune) 
 
15.15-15.30  Break 
 
15.30 - 17.00 Breakout Session 2.4 
 
2.4.A Education and Implementation Committee - Joint session -  
chair: Marjorie S. Greenberg 
 
ICF applications: a framework for sharing what we know (N Fortune,  
Ros Madden, C Sykes)  
 
Discussion paper on Developing an International Education Plan for ICF 
(M S Greenberg) 
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Tuesday 26th October 2004 
 
 
2.4.B  Mortality Reference Group - chair: Lars Age Johansson 
 
The External Cause of Injury Mortality Matrix (L Fingerhut)    67 
 
Leading mortality causes list (A L'Hours, D Ma Fat, R Becker)    89 
 
Leading Causes of Death: A Tool for Health Assessment    88 
(H Rosenberg, R Anderson)  
 
Terms of Reference and Workplan  
 
17.00-17.15 Break 
 
17.15 - 18.45  Breakout Session 2.5      No. 
 
2.5.A  Education and Implementation Committee - Joint session - 

chair: Marijke de Kleijn 
 

ICF Educational Progress and Directions (Ros Madden, N Fortune, 
S Bullock, C Sykes)  
 
Video training for the data collection within the scope of validation study  31 
for the ICF Core Sets for chronic conditions (A. Cieza, A. Garza, M. Füßl, 
T. Ewert, G. Stucki)  
 
The WHO-DIN ICF training, Basic and Advanced Courses, and the ICF   35 
in Italy Project (M Leonardi, A Raggi)  
 
2.5.B Electronic Tools Committee - chair: Michael Schopen  
 
Nomenclatures and Thesauri – Alternatives to the ICD-10 Alphabetical   40 
Index? (M Schopen, B Krause)  
 
The on-line Response Centre for WHO-FIC Classifications    41 
(H Ten Napel, P Zanstra) 41  
 
Demonstration of e-version of ICHI       -  
 
2.6 Hospital Data Work Group breakout session- Chair: Björn Smedby 
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Wednesday 27th October 2004 

 
08.30 - 09.30  Breakout Session 3.1      No. 
 
3.1.A URC papers related to specific topics of ICD revision process – chair: 
Rosemary Roberts 
 
Gastrointestinal endoscopic terminology coding. Get-C; an extension of the 90 
ICD-10 (MJM Groenen et al) 
 
Problems on classification of the ICD-10, Chapter V (T Maruta, M Iimori) 72 
 
A blueprint for developing the ICD-11 Mental Health Component (J Mezzich) 69 
 
3.1.B Implementation Committee - chair: Peter Goldblatt 
 
Terms of Reference and workplan IC organizational issues and next steps  -  
 
Other business          -  
 
09.30 - 10.30 Plenary 3.2 - Scientific Papers Chair: Willem Hirs 
 
ICD-10 Exclusion Notes and Multiple Coding (M Schopen)   78 
 
The use of the dagger-asterisk system in ICD-10 and ICD-9 and in   79 
national clinical modifications (B Smedby, O Steinum, M Virtanen) 
 
A population survey using ICF-based questionnaire in a suburban city near 62 
Tokyo, Japan; with special emphasis on the correlations between objective 
and subjective dimensions of functioning and disability (S Ueda, Y Okawa)  
 
The development of an annotated bibliography on the subjective dimension  58 
of functioning and disability (S Ueda, P Welch Saleeby) 
 
10.30-10.45  Break  
 
10.45 - 12.30 Plenary 3.3 - Plenary ICF 
Chair: Marjorie Greenberg 
 
ICF version for Children and Youth: developments & field trial   51 
(R Simeonsson, M Leonardi)  
 
Assessment of a population of disabled children: method, main results  61 
and discussion of ICF-CY (JY Barreyre, C Peintre) 
 
Implementation of the ICF in Health Care: Emerging Conceptual Issues   36 
(G M Reed, L F Bufka, C Trask) 
 
ICF Core Sets for rehabilitation in the acute sub-acute situation    60 
(E Grill, T Ewert, C Boldt, M Scheuringer, A Cieza, G Stucki) 
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Wednesday 27th October 2004 
 
 
12.30 - 13.30 LUNCH incl presentation of papers 
 
13.30 - 14.30 Plenary  
 
3.4 –WHO-FIC Business Plan – 
Chair: Martti Virtanen        No. 
 
Draft WHO-FIC Business Plan – introduction and plenary discussion  
 
14.30 - 15.30 Plenary 3.5 - Cross Family Issues 
Chair: Marijke de Kleijn 
 
Disability and its relation to health conditions and other factors  
(X Wen, Ros Madden) 
 
The possibility of the ICF applying to mental disorders (Toshimasa Maruta, 71 
Makio Iimori)  
 
15.30-15.45  Break 
 
15.45 - 17.00  Plenary 3.6 - ICD revision process 
Chair: Richard Madden 
 
ICD revision process - from Helsinki meeting (Michael Schopen) 
 
ICD revision process presentation (Bedirhan Üstün) 
 
Presentation of papers and discussions from URC sessions 2.3.A -- 3.1.B 
 
A strategy for evaluating ICD-10 implementation and the updating process  
(Peter Goldblatt, Marjorie Greenberg) 
 
Updating/revising specific clinical topics in ICD-10 (R Roberts, J Rust) 
 
 ICD-10-XM (Rosemary Roberts, Bedirhan Üstün, Michael Schopen)  
 
A blueprint for developing the ICD-11 Mental Health Component (J Mezzich) 
 
17.00-17.15  Break  
 
17.15 - 18.45 Plenary 3.7 - ICD revision process  
Chair: Richard Madden  
 
Contd. Presentation of papers and discussions from URC sessions 2.3.A -- 3.1.B,  
papers for noting 
 
Summary and conclusion 
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Thursday 28th October 2004 

 
08.30 - 10.30  Plenary 4.1 - Report back from Committees  
Chair: Michael Schopen  
 
Implementation Committee  
Education Committee  
Electronic Tools Committee  
 
10.30-10.45   Break 
 
10.45 - 12.30 Plenary 4.2 - Report back from Committees 
Chair: Michael Schopen 
 
Family Development Committee 
 
Update Reference Committee 
 
Mortality Reference Group 
 
12.30 - 13.30   LUNCH  
 
15.00 – 19.00 Guided City Tour & Blue Lagoon Geothermal Spa  
 
The City Tour ends at Blue Lagoon Spa for swimming and relaxation.  
 
There will be separate transport from the hotel to the conference dinner at Blue Lagoon for 
participants who do not take part in the City Tour/Spa.  
 
19.00 – Conference Dinner at Blue Lagoon 
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Friday 29th October 2004 

 
08.30 - 10.30 Plenary 5.1 - Scientific Papers  
Chair: Peter Goldblatt        No. 
 
The heatwave in France in August 2003: consequences on the level  82 
of mortality and on the evolution of the mortality data system  
(E Jougla, G Pavillon) 
 
Mortality during the heatwave of August 2003 in England and Wales  
and the use of rapid weekly estimates (H Johnson, L Cook, C Rooney)   81 
 
The impact of introducing ICD-10 on trends in mortality from cancer  83 
and circulatory diseases in England and Wales  
(C Griffiths, A Brock, C Rooney)  
 
Presenting and Analyzing Injury Mortality Data in the United States  77 
(R Anderson, A Miniño, L Fingerhut, M Warner)  
 
Recent Trends in Fetal Mortality in the United States (D Hoyert, W Barfield, J Martin)  
     
Explaining Recent Trends in Infant Mortality in the United States  
(R Anderson, D Hoyert, J A Martin, M MacDorman) 
 
Trends in homicides in England and Wales: comparison of death    84 
registration and police report data (C Rooney, C Griffiths) 
 
Bridge coding ICD9-ICD10 and effects on French mortality data   80 
(G Pavillon, J Boileau, G Renaud, H Lefèvre, E Jougla) 
 
Automation Seminar for Central and Eastern European Countries   38 
(S Notzon, R Anderson)  
 
10.30-10.45  Break  
 
10.45 - 12.30 Plenary 5.2 - Scientific Papers 
Chair: Gérard Pavillon 
 
Enhancing Data Quality through Re-abstraction Studies (M Renahan, A Chapman, S A 
Wibberley)  
 
Developing a North American Research Agenda for ICF (P Placek) 
 
ICF Activities in Canada (D Caulfeild) 
 
Report of the Tenth Annual North American Collaborating Center Conference on ICF (D 
Caulfeild, P Placek) 
 
ICF in Lithuanian: some issues of translation and implementation  21 
 (A Bagdonas) 
 
Other country reports on classification activities  
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Friday 29th October 2004 
 
 
12.30 - 13.30  LUNCH  
 
13.30 - 14.30 Plenary 5.3 - Host Centre presentations 
Chair: Moriyo Kimura 
 
Development of "injury mechanism" in NOMESCO Classification of   50 
External Causes of Injuries (NCECI). Preliminary results.  
(Nordic NCECI workgroup)  
 
Presentation of the Icelandic Accident Registry (IAR)  
(H B Sigbjörnsdóttir, B Mogensen, S Haraldsdóttir)     74 
 
14.30-14.45   Break 
 
14.45 - 16.45 Planning Committee - Strategy and Workplan  
 
16.45-17.00   Break  
 
17.00 - 19.00 Planning Committee - Business Plan 



 23 

 

Saturday 30th October 2004 

 
08.30 - 10.30 Plenary 6.1 - Discussion and Adoption of Meeting Documents 
Chair: Martti Virtanen 
 
Adoption of the Strategy and Work Plan 
 
Discussion of the Business Plan and recommendations 
 
10.30-10.45   Break  
 
10.45 - 12.45   Plenary 6.2 - Discussion and Adoption of Meeting  
   Documents Chair: Martti Virtanen  
 
Adoption of the draft report of the meeting  
 
Evaluation of the 2004 meeting  
 
Additional matters  
 
Place, time and topics for the 2005 meeting 
 
Place for the 2006 meeting  
 
12.45 Closure of the Meeting 



 24 

 
Annex - List of Formal and Background documents    No  
 
Annual reports of Committees and work groups 
 
Annual Report of the Education Committee      16  
 
Annual Report of the Electronic Tools Committee     94  
 
Annual Report of the Family Development Committee     17  
 
Annual Report of the Implementation Committee     92  
 
Annual Report of the Planning Committee      91  
 
Annual Report of the Update Reference Committee     15  
 
Annual Report of the Mortality Reference Group     19  
 
Annual Report of the Mortality Forum       18  
 
Annual reports of Collaborating Centres 
 
Annual Report of WHO Classification-related Activities      4 
 
Annual Report of the Collaborating Centre for the Portugese language   12 
 
Annual Report of the WHO-FIC Collaborating Centre in France (ICD)    9 
 
Activity Report of the French ICF Centre      10 
 
Annual Report of the WHO-FIC Collaborating Center for North America   6 
 
Annual Report of the WHO-FIC Collaborating Centre in Australia    8 
 
Annual Report of the WHO-FIC Collaborating Centre in France (ICF)   10 
 
Annual Report of the WHO-FIC Collaborating Centre in Germany   13 
 
Annual Report of the WHO-FIC Collaborating Centre in Moscow    5 
 
Annual Report of the WHO-FIC Collaborating Centre in the Netherlands  14 
 
Annual Report of the WHO-FIC Collaborating Centre in the Nordic Countries   7  
 
Annual Report of the Collaborating Centre in Japan     11  
 
Annual Report of the WHO-FIC Collaborating Centre in the UK    93  
 
Other background documents 
 
International Classifications in Latvia (Janis Misins)     20  
 
Use of ICPC and ICF together (M W. de Kleijn, I M. Okkes, M Verbeke)  22 
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