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Aiko is safely delivered in Kumamoto,
Japan, and can expect to live about 85
years. At the same time, Mariam comes

into this world in one of the poorest areas
of Freetown, Sierra Leone. She is
underweight and vitamin-deficient, and
has a 30% chance of dying before her
fifth birthday.

O ver 10 million children
under five die every year —
98 per cent of them in developing
countries. Widespread
malnutrition hampers children’s
growth and development, opening
the door to the biggest killers of
children under five: perinatal
diseases, pneumonia, diarrhoea,
and malaria. This presents a sharp
contrast to the situation in the
industrialized world, where junk
food and a sedentary lifestyle have
triggered an unprecedented
epidemic of obesity in children,
leading to diabetes and heart
disease in adult life.

The last three decades have

witnessed an impressive decline in

The World’s Forgotten
Children

Today, 35% of Africa's children are
at higher risk of death than they
were ten years ago.
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child mortality, from 17 million a
year in the 1970s. Yet these gains

have not been enj oyed
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