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Definition of fragile statesDefinition of fragile states

♦Fragile States – unwilling and 
incapable of providing basicincapable of providing basic 
services (DfID 2005)

♦Different lists – DfID, WB, USAID
34 l t t WB li t (b tt t♦34 on latest WB list (bottom two 
quintiles of the CPIA index)q )

♦All poor (in 2002, GNI per capita of 
)$865)





World Bank. 2007. International Development Association 15. Operational
Approaches and Financing in Fragile States. Operational Policy and Countrypp g g p y y
Services, and Resource Mobilization Department. 48pg.



Scale of Health ProblemsScale of Health Problems
♦ Severely off-track to meet the MDGS
♦ Using the 1999-2003 WB list of 46 countries:g
♦ Home to about 15% of the world’s population 

- contain a third of the world’s poorcontain a third of the world s poor
- third of the world’s maternal deaths 
- third of those living with HIV/AIDSthird of those living with HIV/AIDS. 
- Third are undernourished, twice as high as in other 

developing countriesdeveloping countries 

Branchflower, 2004



Note: DPC = Difficult Partnership Countries

Dollar D and V Levin. 2005 OECD



N l t d b R h C itNeglected by Research Community

N h d (f l Gl b l♦ Not on research agenda (for example Global 
Forum for health research 10/90; no foundations 
fund health systems research let alone in fragilefund health systems research, let alone in fragile 
states) 

♦ Very few papers produced for eg Systematic♦ Very few papers produced – for eg. Systematic 
lit review on whether non-state providers 
improved access to quality health servicesimproved access to quality health services, 
found 9 studies (out of 59) that described 
research done in fragile states, and 6 of these g ,
were in either Nigeria or Nepal.

Patouillard et al (2007)( )



Why Neglected?
- Same reasons as health systems research
Why Neglected? 

- In addition: 
Limited research culture amongst those- Limited research culture amongst those 
working in fragile states (saving lives culture) 
V f h h i t- Very few research champions amongst 
donors/NGOs/UN

- perception that health systems don’t exist/ are 
too basic to be interesting

- Poor security, no data, expensive to work in
- lack of local academic partnerslack of local academic partners 
- lack of funding



Why its important to do research in y p
fragile states

C l f h lth t h♦Can learn from health systems research 
done in LICs
H f il i diff♦However, fragile states are quite different 
– Much more constrained in terms of 

fi i l d hgovernance, financial and human resources, 
and many have security concerns. 

♦Means that health actors engage♦Means that health actors engage 
differently (due to fiduciary risk and 
monitoring concerns)monitoring concerns)

♦Also, use different service delivery mechs 
–national contracting of NGOs mostnational contracting of NGOs most 
obvious example. 



Neglected TopicsNeglected Topics 
1. Service delivery: leadership, basic packages 

(cost, equity), contracting-out (type, regulation, 
P4P, trust, impact on service delivery and 
h lth t ) l f fhealth outcomes), removal of user fees, non-
state actors (franchising, vouchers, training etc), 
human resources vertical programs inhuman resources, vertical programs in 
contracting environment. 

2 Management of aid: aid instruments impact of2. Management of aid: aid instruments, impact of 
volatile funding, harmonization and alignment  

3 Role of the health sector in statebuilding: does3. Role of the health sector in statebuilding: does 
it rebuild the social compact & build trust; 
what is impact of state-building agenda onwhat is impact of state building agenda on 
health service delivery? 



Need to get health systems 
h i f il t t t thresearch in fragile states onto the 

research agendag

♦One role of the new Health and Fragile g
States Network set up post-HLF

♦R h ld i fl li k♦Research would influence policy-makers 
as small community which meets 
frequently


