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This paper presents a critical review of the 

literature, discusses what is needed in order to 

advance knowledge by Primary Health Care (PHC) 

workers about elder abuse and makes 

recommendations about detection as a first step 

for the management and prevention of elder abuse.

It takes into consideration the debate among 

health care professionals about screening for 

domestic violence following the lack of 

recommendations by screening committees in the 

United States, Canada and the United Kingdom. 

Controversies regarding definitions of elder abuse 

and screening reveal, among others, the supremacy 

of the medical model and evidence-based 

medicine. This review challenges such supremacy 

and, instead, proposes a humanistic model. 
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